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Foreword

The Datasphere Initiative was conceived through the 

notion that all actors contribute to the governance of 

our digital world, our “Datasphere” – the complex sys-

tem encompassing all digital data and its dynamics 

with human groups and norms.1 Consciously or uncon-

sciously, voluntarily or involuntarily, directly or indirectly, 

through action or inaction, every digital technology user 

and every organization – private, public, or non-prof-

it – is in some way connected to data and impacts the  

Datasphere. How we govern it will influence our ability 

to deal with major global challenges, from pandemics to 

climate change, in a way that goes well beyond regula-

tion. All actors are relevant to how we decide to shape 

the institutional architecture to adapt to our increasingly 

digital societies. 

The Datasphere Governance Atlas is the first flagship 

report of the Datasphere Initiative. It showcases initia-

tives from around the world, coming from governments, 

the private sector, civil society, academia, international 

organizations, and various informal collaboratives or for-

mal alliances that in some way address the issue of data 

governance or some of its core elements, from issues of 

trust, to cross-border challenges, to providing core infra-

structure and advancing interoperability standards and 

processes. 

The purpose of the Datasphere Governance Atlas is to 

bring this community together and provide inspiration, 

draw lessons from positive experiences and perhaps  

those that have negative or positive unintended conse-

quences, and, most importantly, engage and connect a 

broad range of actors currently separated by geograph-

ic, stakeholder groups, and sectoral silos. 

The analysis identifies different focuses, technical and 

normative approaches to data governance and puts for-

ward insights on how the data governance environment 

is evolving across regions and sectors. We hope that 

this effort will shine a light on the breadth and depth of 

activities taking shape in this emerging community and 

impacting the governance of our Datasphere. 

With inevitable limitations regarding sample size, geo-

graphic scope, language, and topics covered, the 2022 

Datasphere Governance Atlas, nonetheless, gathers 

261 organizations and initiatives, and we hope to con-

tinue to expand this resource with the help of the com-

munity itself.

 

The Datasphere Governance Atlas will act as a spring-

board for a larger and ongoing effort to provide an in-

teractive observatory, within our Intelligence Program, 

to feed the much-needed global, transdisciplinary, and 

multistakeholder dialogue on data. It is with a bold pur-

pose that we release this report as the first step in un-

derstanding the need and potential for a collaboratively 

governed Datasphere.

We hope you enjoy it!

Lorrayne Porciuncula

Executive Director, Datasphere Initiative

1. De La Chapelle, B. and L. Porciuncula (2022). “Hello Datasphere – Towards a Systems Approach to Data Governance,” Medium, https://medium.

com/@thedatasphere/hello-datasphere-towards-a-systems-approach-to-data-governance-d602f96c9e1d

https://medium.com/@thedatasphere/hello-datasphere-towards-a-systems-approach-to-data-governance-d602f96c9e1d
https://medium.com/@thedatasphere/hello-datasphere-towards-a-systems-approach-to-data-governance-d602f96c9e1d
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Digital data exists in human-defined contexts. All types of 

data, and the complex interrelationship among data, hu-

man groups, and norms, constitute the Datasphere. How 

we govern this Datasphere affects society in profound 

ways and will shape our capacity to deal with global chal-

lenges, such as climate change and future pandemics. 

This Datasphere Governance Atlas is the first of its kind. 

It aims to provide a better understanding of the data gov-

ernance ecosystem, its highlights and potential gaps, 

supporting strategies for addressing the challenges and 

leveraging opportunities associated with data. This first 

publication is part of a larger research project to pro-

mote an understanding of the dynamics among actors 

and norms in the vast domain of data governance.

The Atlas maps trends by actors and across regions and 

sectors, painting a broad picture of the diverse data eco-

system. It also provides a common vocabulary – and a 

proposed categorization – to bridge conceptual differ-

ences around data governance. As the data landscape 

evolves, so, too, do organizations and stakeholders that 

contribute to advancing data governance and policy, and 

so does the complexity of the issue. The Atlas is intend-

ed to reflect this variability. 

Specifically, the Atlas brings to the fore original and latest 

information about more than 260 actors who participate 

in the global data ecosystem, including their geograph-

ic location and scope, as well as their activities’ focus, 

objectives, and outcomes. The methodology consisted 

of sampling organizations, both intergovernmental and 

others (governmental, non-governmental, private, aca-

demic/research, and coalition/alliance), and conducting 

qualitative analysis of public information related to their 

work on data governance and policy. A quantitative anal-

ysis of 220 organizations (excluding intergovernmental 

ones) was also conducted. Descriptive statistics sum-

marize general characteristics of these organizations and 

initiatives, including their areas of practice and intended 

outcomes. Regional and cross-regional analysis of the 

actors and their activities identify existing trends and set 

the basis for recommendations for future research. The 

results provide a large overview of organizations and ini-

tiatives from almost every corner of the globe. Identifica-

tion of relevant actors will continue on an ongoing basis.

Nature
The majority of the 220 organizations in the organizational database, 61.4% (135), are non-gov-

ernmental groups. Coalitions, formed by three or more entities, represent the second largest 

group, 15% (33), followed by research organizations, 13.2% (29). 

Objectives
The leading objective among the organizations is data governance, with 40.5% (89) document-

ing and researching emerging data governance models and experiences. Data repositories 

make up 29.1% (64) of the organizational database. 

Executive Summary

Some findings based on classification categories of the sample of 220 organizations (excluding the 41 inter-
governmental organizations) include:
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Activities
The most popular activities used to execute the organizations’ missions are research, 69.5% 

(139), and networking, 67% (134).

Geographic scope
The largest group of the organizations, 56.5% (113), aim to have a global impact. The next major 

group represents organizations focusing on domestic impact, 36.5% (73). 

Sectors
The majority of the organizations, 58.5% (117), do not seem to cover any specific topic/sector. 

Among those organizations that focus on advancing data governance aspects within a sector, 

environment is the leading theme with 20% (40), followed by the health sector, 19.5% (39), and 

the justice sector, 12% (24).

Outcomes
The community building outcome is leading among the organizations with 69% (138), followed 

by knowledge building with 66.5% (133).  

Furthermore, the organizational database contributes to 

advancing discussions around data governance in two 

substantive ways. First, a detailed, albeit not all-inclusive, 

data governance lexicon, developed in the process of 

content analysis, is intended to help bridge disparate ap-

proaches to data governance: it will enable more effec-

tive discussions among diverse actors across regions 

and sectors. This lexicon will be further developed in the 

future to support more actors, collaborations, and a re-

view of the second pillar of the Datasphere concept – the 

norms. Second, the organizational database provides a 

foundation to a series of research questions about the 

actors, norms, and data to guide further investigations in 

order to develop innovative tools, frameworks and con-

cepts to address data governance. 

Questions to further this research include: (1) What oth-

er actors are out there? (2) How do all these initiatives 

relate to each other and potentially contribute to a col-

laboratively governed Datasphere? (3) How can vari-

ous efforts better inform each other? (4) How to bring 

together global, regional, and national efforts to support 

cross-sectoral and cross-regional interoperability (legal, 

technical, and in terms of vocabulary)? (5) What models 

of data governance do exist, and how can they unlock 

the value of data for all? (6) What values around data 

governance, if any, are shared widely by many actors 

across sectors? 

The Data Governance Atlas creates new knowledge and 

adds to the body of research not only on data use and 

governance but also provides insights to international 

organizations and their activities across sectors and ge-

ographies. The organizational database points to a wide 

range of investments in data across the globe – through 

knowledge, skills, values, and services. The Atlas is the 

first extensive database of organizations that serves as 

a benchmark for future inquiries. It will keep evolving 

through regular updates.

The Datasphere Governance Atlas showcases the nu-

merous initiatives that already try to develop innovative 

approaches and collaborations around data govern-

ance. This evidence highlights the need for multistake-

holder cooperation to develop and agree on common 

language, concepts, and priorities to foster a new, more 

holistic approach. The debate on data governance is 

both global, as so many of the organizations aspire to be, 

and local, as most of them are. It is marked by a high level 

of complexity and thus requires a nuanced and systemic 

approach. A milestone today, the Atlas helps show the 

way to the Datasphere of tomorrow.



Introduction
 

 
 

The Concept of Data Governance

Key Findings

Methodology
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Whether these entities identify themselves as defend-

ers of the free flow of data, advocates for data flow with 

trust, personal data, and privacy, as proponents of en-

hanced data sovereignty, or providers of the supporting 

infrastructure for sectoral data sharing – their perspec-

tives, vocabulary, and visions constitute a multiplication 

of narratives and silos in the discussion around data and 

data governance.2

From a policy perspective, since the late 1970s, the top-

ic of data governance has been framed with a focus on 

concerns around privacy and data protection. It became 

a trade issue at the end of the 1990s, and since then has 

expanded to touch several other policy areas. Nonethe-

less, there has been very little progress in multilateral fora 

in terms of finding a common vocabulary to discuss data 

governance more systematically and to measure the val-

ue of data from economic and social perspectives.

Fast forward 30 years, and the data ecosystem has 

grown exponentially. From international organizations, 

national government agencies, private companies to 

not-for-profit organizations and to data management 

organizations, this rapidly expanding ecosystem cov-

ers sectors as varied as health, environment, education, 

transportation, gender, security, and socio-economic 

development. 

As described in the report “We Need to Talk About Data: 

Framing the Debate Around Free Flow of Data and Data 

Sovereignty” by the Internet and Jurisdiction Policy Net-

work,3 policy discussions about data governance take 

place in multiple sectoral and policy silos, often far from 

the practitioners or affected agents. Consequently, in-

ter-related topics, such as cybersecurity, content mod-

eration, or digital trade, are addressed as isolated issues, 

overlooking major interdependencies. The combination 

of increasing activities in data governance, multiple 

stakeholders involved, and the siloed approaches pro-

duces a data governance environment that is challeng-

ing to follow and often overlapping.

The Datasphere Initiative proposes a paradigm shift in 

viewing and studying data governance. A new, holistic 

approach to the Datasphere encourages not only coor-

dination among diverse actors but also consideration of 

data’s relationship to individuals and societies.   

The term Datasphere was coined in the 1980s, with, for 

instance, Douglas Rushkoff notably describing the con-

cept as “our new natural environment.”4 More recently, 

Grumbach, Bergé and Zeno-Zencovich (2018),5 drawing 

an analogy to the atmosphere, the hydrosphere and the 

lithosphere, described the Datasphere as an emergent 

space, “a holistic comprehension of all the ‘information’ 

As data becomes ubiquitous, its governance becomes increasingly
 intricate. Today data governance concerns not only the rules and 

procedures for management, analysis, and use of data but also policies, 
regulations, and agreements within and across countries and continents. 

This complexity is reflected by the number and breadth of approaches and 
entities, with various stakes and interests, that participate in data 

governance processes across the globe.

2. De La Chapelle, B. and L. Porciuncula (2021). “We Need to Talk About Data: Framing the Debate Around Free Flow of Data and Data Sovereignty,” 

Internet and Jurisdiction Policy Network, https://www.internetjurisdiction.net/uploads/pdfs/We-Need-to-Talk-About-Data-Framing-the-Debate-

Around-the-Free-Flow-of-Data-and-Data-Sovereignty-Report-2021.pdf 

3. Ibid. 

4. Rushkoff, D. (1996). Media Virus!: Hidden Agendas in Popular Culture, Ballantine Books: New York, https://tinyurl.com/2wkcmrve

5. Bergé, J., Grumbach, S., and V. Zano-Zencovich (2018). “The ‘Datasphere,’ Data Flows Beyond Control, and the Challenges for Law and Govern-

ance,” European Journal of Comparative Law and Governance, Vol. 5, Issue 2, https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3185943
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existing on earth, originating both in natural and so-

cio-economic systems, which can be captured in digital 

form, flows through networks, and is stored, processed 

and transformed by machines.” 

Expanding on this concept, the Datasphere Initiative pro-

poses to define the Datasphere as the complex system 
encompassing all digital data and its relations to hu-
man groups and norms:

•  Data is organized in datasets of diverse sizes and 

types, although such classifications have blurred, 

overlapping, and moving boundaries. The same data 

can be part of multiple datasets or used in different 

sectors, and, importantly, the infinite potential for re-

combination and analysis constantly creates new data 

or metadata. 

•  Individuals and human groups generate, collect, 

store, process, exchange, make accessible or access, 

analyze, and use data for various purposes. They are 

also responsible for creating the norms that impact 

datasets and other Individuals and human groups. 

Distributed across the world, all these actors are inter-

linked in complex value chains, often defined by asym-

metric power relations.

•  A variety of norms establish parameters regarding 

relationships between humans, algorithms and data, 

including not only high-level principles, international 

agreements, laws, and regulatory frameworks, but also 

contracts, licenses or terms of service, and even codes, 

standards, and software underpinning technical sys-

tems (including that of supporting infrastructures). 

This delineation enables us to approach digital data in 

a more holistic manner. How we handle the governance 

of the Datasphere will in large part determine the future 

of our digital society.6 The initial step in the process of 

6. IGI Global Publisher of Timely Knowledge, “What Is Digital Society,” https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/importance-of-digital-literacy-and-hin-

drance-brought-about-by-digital-divide/65667

understanding the actors and the current state of data 

governance requires gathering actionable evidence on 

initiatives across sectors. The Data Governance Atlas 

accomplishes this task. The next step calls for address-

ing knowledge gaps and sectoral silos, and for identify-

ing cross-sector best practices and normative solutions 

to empower the data society. 

Previous research efforts sought to classify actors based 

on their data governance models, yielding databases 

that provide an insight into the landscape of data gover-

nance practices. Examples include the Mozilla Insights 

Database of Alternative Data Governance Initiatives 

(2020), the GovLab Data Collaborative Explorer (2020), 

and the Data Stewardship Explorer by the Data Econo-

my Lab of the Aapti Institute (2020). Other efforts, also 

mapped in this Atlas  –  such as the Global Alliance for 

Genomics & Health, Global Atlas for Renewable Energy, 

NOAA Open Data Portal, and Research Data Alliance 

(RDA)  –  focused on supporting practitioners’ commu-

nities to find and share data by consolidating hundreds 

of area-specific repositories or datasets. 

The Datasphere 
Initiative proposes  
to define the Dataspere 
as the complex system 
encompassing all digital 
data and its relations 
to human groups and 
norms.

 Introduction
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https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/who-is-innovating-database-of-initiatives/
https://datacollaboratives.org/explorer.html
https://thedataeconomylab.com/stewardship-explorer/
https://www.ga4gh.org/
https://www.ga4gh.org/
https://globalatlas.irena.org/about
https://data.noaa.gov/datasetsearch/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/
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So far, however, no detailed map, with sufficient scope 

and analytical evidence, captures the broader picture of 

the organizations tackling data governance in the current 

ecosystem. There is no analysis that includes the very 

different values offered by each actor to the Datasphere, 

the knowledge gaps, and how each region and sector 

compare to each other within the evolving learning curve 

of data governance issues.

To fill this knowledge gap, the Datasphere Governance 

Atlas compiles the work of 261 organizations and ini-

tiatives from around the world. The purpose is to con-

nect sectoral and geographic silos and showcase the 

breadth and depth of this growing ecosystem of public, 

private, research, government, international and inter-

governmental actors.

The Atlas is organized in three parts. The first section 

summarizes key findings based on the organizational da-

tabase and intergovernmental organizations. The second 

part, the Atlas, contains a list of 220 organizations includ-

ed in the organizational database as well as 21 internation-

al and 20 regional intergovernmental organizations. Brief 

descriptions of the organizations include six categories – 

geographic scope, location, type, objective, outcome, and 

sector – as well as publications and links to their websites. 

The third section contains annexes: methodology, defini-

tions of categories, and an initial data governance lexicon.  

Data governance concerns the rules and procedures 

for collection, management, analysis, use, sharing, and 

disposal of data. These rules and processes should both 

promote benefits and minimize harms at each stage of 

relevant data cycles.

At an organizational level this generally translates into a 

focus on internal operations and policies, on compliance 

with external regulation and cross-institutional contracts 

that allow for some form of data capture, sharing or pro-

cessing, and on the creation of cross-functional frame-

works and responsibilities for managing data as a busi-

ness asset.7

At a national, or international level, data governance in-

volves a focus on the development and implementation 

of policies, standards, laws, regulations, and agreements 

The Concept of Data Governance

that cover the management of data within countries and 

the transfer of data across jurisdictional boundaries.8

Furthermore, data governance, widely entering the pol-

icy lexicon in the last decade, has become the overar-

ching container for the data protection agendas that 

have been unfolding since the 1970s9 and has significant 

overlaps with fields of cybersecurity and the internet and 

technology governance. 

However, contemporary data governance concerns are 

wider than data protection and often framed in terms of 

promoting use of data, subject to certain constraints. For 

example, Pisa et al. frame data governance in terms of 

the “rules about how data is collected, analyzed, used, 

and shared in a way that protects citizens from abuse 

while supporting innovation, development, and inclusive 

7. Abraham, R., Schneider, J. and J. vom Brocke, 2019. “Data Governance: A Conceptual Framework, Structured Review, and Research Agenda,” 

International Journal of Information Management, 49 (December): 424–38, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2019.07.008

8. Aaronson, S. (2021). “Data Is Disruptive: How Data Sovereignty Is Challenging Data Governance,” Hinrich Foundation,  https://www.wita.org/

wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Data-is-disruptive-Hinrich-Foundation-white-paper-Susan-Aaronson-August-2021.pdf

9. Greenleaf, G. (2012). “Global Data Privacy Laws: 89 Countries, and Accelerating.” SSRN Scholarly Paper ID 2000034. Rochester, NY: Social 

Science Research Network, https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2000034

 Introduction
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10. Pisa, M., Dixon, P., Ndulu, B. and U. Nwankwo (2020). “Governing Data for Development: Trends, Challenges, and Opportunities,” https://www.

cgdev.org/sites/default/files/governing-data-development-trends-challenges-and-opportunities.pdf

11. Davies, T., Walker, S., Rubinstein, M. and F. Perini (eds. 2019). The State of Open Data: Histories and Horizons.

12. Micheli, M., Ponti, M., Craglia, M. and A. Berti Suman (2020). “Emerging Models of Data Governance in the Age of Datafication,” Big Data & 

Society, Vol. 7 Issue 2: 2053951720948087, https://doi.org/10.1177/2053951720948087

13. Viljoen, S. (2020). “Democratic Data: A Relational Theory For Data Governance,” SSRN Scholarly Paper ID 3727562. Rochester, NY: Social 

Science Research Network, https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3727562

14. Rainie, S., Schultz, J., Briggs, E., Riggs, P. and N. L. Palmanteer-Holder (2017). “Data as a Strategic Resource: Self-determination, Governance, 

and the Data Challenge for Indigenous Nations in the United States,” The International Indigenous Policy Journal, Vol. 8 Issue 2, https://doi.

org/10.18584/iipj.2017.8.2.1

growth.”10 Work on open data,11 data sharing,12 and new 

models of data ownership and stewardship increasingly 

fall under the broader banner of data governance, seen 

as the overarching framework in which decisions over 

how certain data is to be managed can be made.

Recent work has also emphasized that individualistic 

data protection frameworks are inadequate to cov-

er the full range of issues of data harm that should be 

addressed within the domain of data governance,14 and 

work on  indigenous data sovereignty has brought to the 

fore that a range of overlapping claims may exist with re-

spect to jurisdiction over particular data.15 Increasingly, 

discussions are placing emphasis on questions of who 

participates in data governance decision making and 

the rights of individuals or communities with a stake in 

certain data to self-determination and to also be formally 

involved in its governance.

Clearly, data governance is an evolving concept and 

field, which is attracting complexity with years passing. 

This Atlas, within its methodological limitations, captures 

a large sample of actors whose focus is one or various of 

these conceptually evolving data governance elements. 

To capture a broader picture of the organizations tack-

ling data governance, the Datasphere Initiative devel-

oped a database of organizations that influence the data 

governance debate across sectors around the world. 

This organizational database forms the foundation of the 

Datasphere Governance Atlas.

The questions driving this project seek to enhance un-

derstanding of the data governance landscape and or-

ganizations involved, the innovations they bring, and the 

potential gaps:

• What organizations focus on data governance?

• What geographic regions do they cover?

• What are the characteristics of these organizations?

• What are their objectives and goals?

•  What trends, innovations and gaps in data governance 

can be identified?

The organizational database development and analysis 

were conducted in two phases. First, a sample of organi-

zations that tackle data governance was identified. Sec-

ond, content analysis of the sample identified in more 

detail the organizations’ activities as they relate to data 

governance. 

From August 2021 to March 2022, 261 organizations and 

initiatives were identified. Only organizations with online 

Methodology
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The work on data governance around the world is driven primarily by non-governmental organizations and 

spread in terms of global reach. While more than half of the organizations have an intended global reach and 

impact, the majority have their headquarters in countries of the Global North, 62% (137 of 220 organiza-

tions). The leading objective among all organizations is data governance, followed by data repositories, offer-

ing a location where data is kept and maintained in an organized way.  In terms of sectoral distribution, there 

is a high focus on data topics related to health and environment. Two activities dominate across all sectors: 

research and networking. Most intergovernmental organizations do not seem to advocate for a particular 

way on how data should be governed, but almost all of them have an open data portal with various types of 

datasets accessible by the public at large.

presence that strive to accomplish at least one of the 

following objectives in the data governance field were 

included in the sample: 

1. Focus on data governance at large; 

2.  Enhance trust in data governance by advancing pri-

vacy and cybersecurity; 

3.  Improve policy-making skills and socio-economic 

development through the use of data;  

4. Provide data repositories; 

5.  Are intergovernmental organizations that work on 

the topics of trade, health, environment, and devel-

opment, fostering some data governance aspect to 

advance their focus area.

Qualitative analysis was conducted using public informa-

tion of the 261 organizations sampled. Categorization and 

quantitative analysis were developed for a sub-group of 

220 organizations (excluding intergovernmental organi-

zations). More details on the categories and methodol-

ogy, including limitations, can be found in Annex 1 and 2.

Key Findings

While more than half of 
the organizations identified 
have an intended global reach 
and impact, the majority have 
headquarters in countries  
of the Global North, 62%  
(137 of 220 organizations). 
The leading objective among 
all organizations is data 
governance, followed by 
data repositories, offering 
a location where data is 
kept and maintained in an 
organized way.

 Introduction
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The Datasphere Initiative has been conceived to responsibly 
unlock the value of data for all. By building agile frameworks 
and new models of cooperation, the initiative seeks to build

a collaboratively governed Datasphere.

As the organization’s flagship publication, the Datasphere 

Governance Atlas compiles the work of 261 organi-

zations and initiatives from around the world, all with a 

mission to address the multi-dimensional topic of data 

governance. 

The purpose of this database is to showcase the breadth 

and depth of organizations’ work on data and take the 

first step to map the initiatives and analyze trends in this 

growing ecosystem of public, private, and international 

actors seeking to address the multiple challenges and 

opportunities facing our data-driven world.

The initial broad-ranging analysis and categorization of the 

sample of 220 organizations (41 intergovernmental orga-

nizations not included) reveals an ecosystem that is: 

•  Driven primarily by non-governmental organiza-
tions. This is particularly striking for the organiza-

tions covering the regions of East Asia and the Pa-

cific, 100%; Latin America and the Caribbean, 77.8%; 

and Sub-Saharan Africa, 60%. Non-governmental 

organizations that aim to cover North America ac-

count for 66.7%; Europe and Central Asia follow with 

60%. Non-governmental organizations with national 

focus represent 67.1%, and those with global reach 

constitute 54.9% of the organizational database. 

Overall, non-governmental organizations represent 

61.4% of the 220 entities in the organizational da-

tabase. Meanwhile, 15% are coalitions or alliances, 

13.2% are academic or research organizations, 5.9% 

are private organizations, and 4.5% are governmen-

tal organizations (Figure 1).

Source: Datasphere Governance Atlas Database (March 2022)

Figure 1. Types of organizations

15%
Coalition/Alliance

5.9%
Private Organization

4.5%
Governmental

13.2%
Academic/Research

61.4%
Non-Governmental

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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•   Spread in terms of geographic reach but with a 
strong emphasis on global and domestic impacts.  
The largest group of the organizations, 56.5%, aim to 

work globally, followed by organizations focusing on 

specifically national influence, 36.5%. Organizations 

that seek to have a regional impact represent the 

smallest group in the organizational database, with 

22% spread across six sub-regions (Figure 2). 

Figure 3 - Objectives of organizations

Source: Datasphere Governance Atlas Database (March 2022)

Note: Geographic scope is an overlapping category. Organizations are counted more than once if their scope covers more than one region.

•   Indicating common objectives among all organi-
zations with a strong focus on data governance 
at large by documenting and analyzing emerging 
data governance models. The largest group among 

the sampled organizations, 40.5%, are driven by the 

objective of collecting and organizing data. Organi-

zations that identify their objectives as data repos-

itories represent 29.1% of the organizational data-

base, followed by organizations that aim to expand 

socio-economic development, 18.6%, and those that 

promote trust, including security and data protec-

tion, 11.8% (Figure 3). 

•   Somewhat showing a high focus on data topics re-
lated to environment, health, and justice. Although 

the majority of the organizations, 58%, do not cover 

any specific sector, a noteworthy number of them fo-

cus on five sectors: environment, 20%; health, 19.5%; 

justice, 12%; agriculture, 10%; and gender, 8%. Source: Datasphere Governance Atlas Database (March 2022)

Figure 2 - Geographic scope of organizations 

36.5%National

1.5%South Asia

5%Sub-Saharan Africa

0.5%East Asia & Pacific

4.5%Latin America
& Caribbean

3%North America

7.5%Europe & Central Asia

56.5%Global

0%Middle East
& North Africa

0% 20% 40% 50% 60%

29.1%
Data Repository

18.6%
Socio-Economic

Development

11.8%
Trust

40.5%
Data Governance

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance



DATAS P H E R E  G OV E R N A N C E  AT L AS

1 7

•   Strong interest in food security and gender sectors 
among organizations with global reach. The leading 

sector in the global category is food security, 85.7%, 

followed by gender, 68.8%, the environment, 57.5%, 

and economy, development, trade & finance, 57.1%

•   Spread in terms of outcomes within the organi-
zations with a global reach and a national impact. 
The organizations that aim for global impact also seek 

outcomes in knowledge building, 34.5%; community 

building, 33.2%; capacity building, 27.3%; advoca-

cy, 25%; and data aggregator, 21.4%. The outcomes 

sought by the organizations that focus on a domestic 

impact are spread across all categories, leading with 

community building, 20.5%, and advocacy, 18.6%, and 

following with knowledge building, capacity building, 

and data aggregator/platform, all within 15% to 16% 

(Figure 4).   

•   Displaying interest in research and networking 
across topics. Research, 69.5%, leads among activ-

ities that help organizations to execute their mission, 

followed by networking, 67%, and capacity build-

ing, 53.5% (Figure 5). Looking further into the sam-

ple, among the 135 non-governmental organizations, 

38.6% rely on networking, 35.9% rely on research, 

and 30% rely on capacity building to execute their 

mission. Of the 113 organizations that aim for impact 

globally, 34.5% focus on research and 32.7% focus on 

networking by providing virtual space that allows for 

peer-to-peer interactions. Predictably, more than half, 

57.7%, of organizations with community building out-

comes rely on networking activities to execute their 

mission, and 55.9% of organizations with knowledge 

building outcomes focus on research to accomplish 

their objectives.

•   Showing gaps in data visualization tools to pro-
mote work and activities.  Visualization is the least 

frequently used tool among all organizations. Pre-

dictably, organizations that focus on the environment, 

35%, and media, 33.3%, use visualization to explain 

findings and support their mission. The gender sec-

tor and the economy, development, trade and finance 

sector follow with 31.3% and 28.6%, respectively. To a 

lesser extent, organizations that cover justice, 16.7%, 

business, 16.7%, and education, 21.4%, sectors also 

use visualization to achieve their mission.

Figure 4 - Outcomes of organizations 

Figure 5 - Activities of organizations  

Source: Datasphere Governance Atlas Database (March 2022) 

Note: Outcomes are an overlapping category. Organizations are 

counted more than once if they pursue multiple outcomes.

Source: Datasphere Governance Atlas Database (March 2022)

Note: Activities are an overlapping category. Organizations are 

counted more than once if they engage in more than a single activity.

Knowledge bulding
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Data aggregator / data platform

44.5%

Capacity building

55.5%

Advocacy

59.5%
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69%

20% 40% 60%

Visualization

17%

Research

69.5%
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Capacity building
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•   Pointing to a trend among organizations using re-
search with focus on the indigenous rights, media, 
and gender sectors. All organizations, 100%, that 

cover the indigenous rights use research to execute 

their mission. Similarly, media and gender sectors are 

among the most frequently identified topics for those 

organizations, 83.3% and 81.3%, respectively. 

•   Revealing a wide coverage across all sectors 
among non-governmental organizations. The most 

frequently covered sectors by the non-governmental 

organizations are indigenous rights, 75%; transporta-

tion & mobility, 69.8%; gender, 68.8%; economy, 66.7%; 

education, 64.3%; health, 61.5%; and the environment, 

60%. More than 60% of non-governmental organiza-

tions do not focus on any specific sector (Figure 6).  

Source: Datasphere Governance Atlas Database (March 2022)

Note: Sectors are an overlapping category. Organizations are counted more than once if they cover more than one sector.

Figure 6 - Sectors covered by organizations 

•   Demonstrating a strong focus on indigenous rights 
among organizations with domestic impact and 
those focusing on data governance. Almost two-

thirds of organizations that cover the indigenous rights 

sector, 62.5%, aim to have a domestic impact. Simi-

larly, 87.5% of the organizations that cover indigenous 

rights work to improve data governance at large, and 

75% are non-governmental organizations.

•   Showing a trend of research organizations covering 
the business sector. Of the organizations that cover 

the business sector, 50% are research institutions. 

•   Revealing predominantly research and network-
ing activities among organizations focusing on 
indigenous rights, media and food security. All or-

ganizations that focus on the indigenous rights sec-

tor aim to accomplish their mission through research 

and networking. Similarly, 83.3% of the organizations 

that cover the media sector focus on research and 

networking, and 85.7% of organizations covering the 

food security sector focus on networking, with 71.4% 

concentrating on research activities to execute their 

mission.   

•   Indicating a tendency of organizations in the gen-
der, indigenous rights, and media sectors to focus 
on advocacy. All of the organizations covering the in-

digenous sector focus on advocacy and community 

building activities to accomplish their mission. Sectors 

with a very high level of advocacy activities include 

food security, 85.7%, gender, 75%, and media, 66.7%. 

3%Business

3%Media

12%Justice

20%Environment

19.5%Health

0% 20% 40% 50% 60%

Gender 8%

Transportation  & Mobility 8%

Indigenous Rights 4%

Economy, Development, 
Trade & Finance 10,5%

Education 7%

Food Security 3.5%

Agriculture 10%

Non-Specific 58.5%
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•   Revealing a trend among organizations with data 
aggregator outcomes to cover business, environ-
ment, and education sectors. Almost 84% of the 

organizations that cover the business sector and 

78.6% of those that cover the education sector have 

identified data aggregators as at least one of their out-

comes. 

•   Showing a wide coverage across sectors for orga-
nizations that engage in community building. Al-

though 70.1% of the organizations that do not cover a 

specific sector have identified community building as 

one of their outcomes, other organizations that focus 

on specific sectors demonstrate an equally high in-

terest in pursuing community building as an outcome. 

Those organizations that focus on the media sector, 

83.3%, and the food security sector, 71.4%, also iden-

tify with community building.

These first indications help to understand the concen-

tration of efforts dealing with data governance as well as 

Although 70.1% of the 
organizations that do not 
cover a specific sector have 
identified community building 
as one of their outcomes, other 
organizations that focus on 
specific sectors demonstrate an 
equally high interest in pursuing 
community building as an 
outcome. 

the types of actors leading this work around the world. 

As the Datasphere Initiative expands this sample and 

analysis in the future, it might help to highlight important 

trends, such as overlaps and gaps, or identify where fur-

ther efforts need to be developed. 

Cross-Sectional Analysis

This section presents a summary 
of key observations based on 
descriptive statistics and content 
analysis of the sample of 220 
organizations and initiatives 
contributing to the data ecosystem. 
These findings paint a broad picture 
of the actors and their activities in 
the data domain.

By Geographic Scope
In this section, findings are introduced crossing various 

categories with the organization’s geographic scope. 

The geographic scope category captures the organiza-

tion’s defined or intended geographic scope for its work 

impact. This classification is not intended to cover the 

organization’s headquarters or physical location. This is 

an overlapping category; one organization may have a 

declared or intended impact in multiple regions. 

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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Of the 113 organizations in the Atlas with a global reach:

•   Type: The majority of organizations are non-governmental entities, 54.9%. Coalitions represent 21.1%, and 

academic or research institutions constitute 15%, followed by governmental organizations, 7.1%, and private 

organizations, 1.8%.

•    Objective: 42.5% of organizations focus on data governance, 21.2% aim to impact socio-economic develop-

ment, and 28.3% are data repositories. The smallest group, 8%, aims to generate trust in data governance.

•    Sector: Food security is the most frequently covered sector, 85.7%, followed by gender, 68.8%; environ-

ment, 57.5%; and economy, development, trade and finance, 57.1%. More than half of the organizations that 

aim for global impact cover the health sector, 51.3%. The business sector is covered by the fewest number 

of organizations, 16.7%.     

Of the 15 organizations in the Atlas covering Europe and Central Asia:

•  Type: The majority of organizations are non-governmental entities, 60%. 

•    Objective: Almost 54% of the organizations aim to generate trust in data governance by advancing privacy 

and cybersecurity, while 26.7% focus on data governance at large. None of the organizations aims to affect 

socio-economic development by using data or by advocating for data sharing in support of the SDG and 

better policy making.

•    Sector: The largest segment of the organizations aiming for impact in Europe and Central Asia and that focus 

on a single sector are concentrated on the media, 33.3%, followed by justice, 20.8%, and business, 16.7%. 

Of the 6 organizations in the Atlas covering North America:

•   Type: More than half of the organizations are non-governmental entities, 66.7%, followed by 33.3% of pri-

vate organizations.

•   Objective: Of those organizations that aim for impact in North America, 50% are data repositories, 33.3% 

focus on data governance, and 16.7% aim to generate trust in data governance by advancing privacy and 

cybersecurity. None of the organizations with scope of impact in North America aims to impact socio-eco-

nomic development. 

•   Sector: The business, 16.7%, and agriculture, 15%, sectors are covered most frequently by organizations 

with scope of impact in North America.

Global

Europe & Central Asia

North America

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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Of the 9 organizations in the Atlas covering Latin America and the Caribbean:

•   Type: The majority of organizations are non-governmental entities, 77.8%, followed by coalitions formed by 

three or more organizations, 22.7%. 

•   Objective: 44.4% focus on data governance, 33.3% are data repositories, and 11.1% work to affect socio-eco-

nomic development by using data or by advocating for data sharing in support of the United Nations Sustain-

able Development Goals (SDGs) and better policy making and 11.1% to generate trust in data governance by 

advancing privacy and cybersecurity.

•   Sector: The largest group, 14.3%, of the organizations cover the food security sector, followed by education, 7.1%

Latin America and the Caribbean

Of the 3 organizations in the Atlas covering South Asia:

•    Type: Non-governmental organizations constitute 66.7%. The remaining 33.3% are academic or research 

institutions.

•   Objective: 66.7% of the organizations focus on data governance at large, and 33.3% are data repositories.  

•   Sector: 16.7% of the organizations cover the business sector and the media sector, respectively. Food secu-

rity is covered by 14.3% of the organizations. 

South Asia

Of the 73 organizations in the Atlas covering a single country:

•   Type: The majority of the organizations are non-governmental entities, 67.1%. Academic or research institutions 

constitute 9.6% of all organizations focusing on domestic agenda, followed by private organizations, 8.2%. 

•   Objective: 35.6% of the organizations focus on data governance at large and 17.8% on affecting socio-eco-

nomic development. Repositories represent 32.9% of the organizations. 

•   Sector: The majority of the organizations with domestic focus cover the indigenous rights sector, 62.5%, 

followed by the transportation and mobility sector, 37.5%; education sector, 35.7%; and the agriculture sector, 

35%. No organizations with a domestic focus cover the food security sector.

National

Of the 10 organizations in the Atlas covering Sub-Saharan Africa:

•   Type: The majority of organizations are non-governmental entities, 60%, followed by academic/research 

organizations, 30%. 

•   Objective: The majority of the organizations focus on data governance at large, 70%. The remaining 30% 

work to affect socio-economic development by using data or by advocating for data sharing in support of the 

SDGs and better policy making.

•   Sector: 33.3% of the organizations cover the media sector and the business sector, respectively; 10.3% 

cover the health sector; and 9.5% cover the economy, development, trade and finance sector.

Sub-Saharan Africa

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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By Sector

In this section, findings are introduced crossing various categories with the organization’s purposefully/expressly cov-

ered sector of impact or focus. This is an overlapping category; one organization may focus on more than one sector. 

•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the agriculture sector are non-gov-

ernmental entities, 55%, followed by private organizations, 20%, research institutions, 

15%, and coalitions, 10%.

•   Objective: 60% of the organizations aim to serve as data repositories; 10% of the orga-

nizations aim to affect socio-economic development by using data or by advocating for 

data sharing, and those that focus on improving data governance at large represent 25%. 

•   Geographic scope: 40% of the organizations have a global reach, and 35% have a 

domestic focus. The region of North America follows with 15%. The remaining regions 

constitute 5% each, with the exception of Sub-Saharan Africa (0%). 

Agriculture 

•   Type: The majority of organizations covering this sector in the organizational database 

are non-governmental organizations, 66.7%, followed by coalitions and research institu-

tions, 14.3%, respectively. 

•   Objective: 38.1% of the organizations aim to impact socio-economic development by 

using data or by advocating for better data sharing. Similarly, 47.6% provide data reposi-

tories, while 9.5% focus on improving data governance.

•   Geographic scope: More than half, 57.1%, of the organizations that cover the economy 

sector seem to aim for a global scope, followed by 19% of the organizations with a do-

mestic focus, and 9.5% with a focus on Sub-Saharan Africa.

Economy,  
Development,  

Trade & Finance

•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the education sector are non-govern-

mental organizations, 64.3%, followed by research institutions, 14.3%.  

•   Objective: While 35.7% of the organizations aim to affect socio-economic development 

by using data or by advocating for better data sharing, 50% provide repositories, and 

14.3% focus on data governance. 

•   Geographic scope: 42.9% of organizations seem to focus globally, and 35.7% nation-

ally. Organizations that work to make an impact in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, East 

Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean represent 7.1% each, respec-

tively, of the organizations with focus on the education sector. 

Education

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the environment sector are non-govern-

mental organizations, 60%, followed by private organizations, 17.5%, and research insti-

tutions, 12.5%. 

•   Objective: 62.5% of the organizations are data repositories; 15% of the organizations 

aim to affect socio-economic development using data or by advocating for better data 

sharing; and 22.5% of the organizations focus on data governance.   

•   Geographic scope: 57.5% of the organizations that cover the environment sector seem 

to focus on a global reach, followed by organizations with regional focus on Latin Ameri-

ca and the Caribbean, 7.5%, East Asia and the Pacific, and South Asia with 2.5% each. 

Environment

•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the health sector are non-governmental 

entities, 61.5%, followed by research institutions, 17.9%, coalitions, 15.4%, and govern-

ment organizations, 5.1%.

•   Objective: The largest group represents data repositories, 43.6%, followed by organi-

zations that focus on data governance at large, 35.9%. While 17.9% aim to impact so-

cio-economic development by using data or by advocating for data sharing in this area, 

2.6% aim to increase trust in data governance by advancing privacy and cybersecurity 

in the field. 

•   Geographic scope: 51.3% of the organizations seem to focus on a global reach, fol-

lowed by 33.3% of organizations with a national focus, and 10.3% aiming to impact the 

region of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Health

•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the gender sector in the organizational 

database are non-governmental entities, 68.8%, followed by coalitions and govern-

ment organizations, 12.5%, respectively.

•   Objective: 68.8% of the organizations aim to expand socio-economic development, 

followed by those that tackle data governance at large to reduce the gender digital 

gap, 12.5%, and those that provide data repositories, 12.5%. Organizations with region-

al impact represent 6.3% each with the exception of North America (0%). 

•   Geographic scope: 68.8% of organizations that cover the gender sector seem to fo-

cus on a global scope, followed by 12.5% of organizations with a national focus. Organi-

zations that aim for a regional impact in Europe and Central Asia, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, East Asia and the Pacific, South Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa constitute 

6.3% each of the group that focuses on the gender sector.   

Gender 

•   Type: The majority of organizations, 57.1%, that cover the food security sector are 

non-governmental entities, followed by coalitions, 42.9%.

•   Objective: The organizations focus on data governance at large, 42.9%, and socio-eco-

nomic development, 42.9%. The remaining organizations, 14.3%, provide data repositories. 

•   Geographic scope: 87.5% of the organizations seem to focus on a global reach, fol-

lowed by 12.5% of the organizations with a domestic scope of impact.
Food Security 

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the indigenous rights sector are 

non-governmental entities, 75%, followed by coalitions or alliances representing 25% 

of the sample.

•   Objective: 87.5% of the organizations that tackle the topic of indigenous rights focus 

on improving data governance by researching and documenting emerging data gover-

nance models. The remaining 12.5% work to expand socio-economic development. 

•   Geographic scope: 62.5% of the organizations that cover indigenous rights have a 

national focus, and 37.5% have a global reach.

Indigenous 
Rights

•   Type: The majority of organizations, 58.3%, that cover the justice sector are non-gov-

ernmental organizations, followed by research institutions, 25%, and coalitions, 12.5%.

•   Objective: 41.7% of the organizations are data repositories, 16.7% aim to affect so-

cio-economic development, 29.2% aim to increase trust in data governance by ad-

vancing privacy and cybersecurity, and 12.5% focus on data governance. 

•   Geographic scope: 33.3% of the organizations that cover the justice sector have a 

national focus, and 33.3% have a global reach, followed by 20.8% of organizations fo-

cusing on impact in Europe and Central Asia, and 8.3% in South Asia and Sub-Saharan 

Africa, respectively. 

Justice

•   Type: The majority of organizations that cover the transportation and mobility sector 

are non-governmental entities, 68.8%, followed by research institutions, 18.8%, and 

coalitions, 12.5%.

•   Objective: 56.3% of the organizations are data repositories, 18.8% aim to affect so-

cio-economic development by using data or by advocating for better data sharing, and 

25% focus on improving data governance in this field.

•   Geographic scope: 37.5% of organizations have a national focus, and 50% of the 

organizations have a global reach. Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe and Central Asia 

represent 6.3% each of the organizations.  

Transportation 
& Mobility

Analysis: The Atlas at a GlanceAnalysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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Analysis of Intergovernmental Organizations 

The analysis of  
41 intergovernmental 
organizations provides 
some insights into 
their role in the data 
ecosystem:

•   Several organizations are leading in the data governance arena: the Organi-

sation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and United Na-

tions agencies, from their role of setting global norms (e.g. novel governance 

frameworks), processes (e.g. improvement of statistic capacities and interop-

erability), structures (e.g. hosting repositories) to culture (e.g. advocating bet-

ter knowledge and abilities on data for better policy making). 

•   Most organizations do not seem to advocate for a particular way on how data 

should be governed, but almost all of them have an open data portal with 

various types of datasets accessible by the public at large.

•   There seems to be opportunity for further inter-organizational and inter-agen-

cy cooperation when it comes to tackling data governance. While some ef-

forts are cross-sectoral and focus on data governance at large, most focus 

on outputs and outcomes related to the organization’s primary field of work. 

•   The OECD is leading international organizations in producing data governance principles and recommendations.

•   When international organizations develop or adopt data governance principles, the latter rarely apply to the exter-

nal world as their scope seems to be limited to the organization itself.

•   Instead of drafting data governance principles, some intergovernmental organizations have decided to agree to 

principles drafted by other organizations (e.g. FAIR principles), which point to the standardization of some sets 

of principles within a certain sector.  The adoption of external accepted principles also supports interoperability 

among various initiatives of actors. 

•   While some intergovernmental organizations have to this date not yet drafted any data governance principles, they 

do advocate for a global approach to the governance of data and cross-border data flows (e.g. the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in their Digital Economy Report 2021). 

Most of the identified projects 

and/or initiatives seem to focus on 

using data to achieve SDGs or for 

better policy making more gener-

ally, rather than focusing on data 

governance in itself. 

Publications written by intergovernmental organizations vary 

in focus. From statistical excellence and better organization-

al data management, including broader access and sharing 

practices within the organizations and between the organi-

zations and their audiences, to data governance in relation to 

their respective business focus, and to cross-sectoral data 

governance, publications focus on normative or technologi-

cal solutions. Each organizational description points to sam-

ple publications found in the organization’s sites.

Data Governance Principles

Initiatives & Projects  
on Data or Data Governance 

Publications

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance
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The list below begins with the 220 organizations in 

alphabetical order. Entries highlight the organizations, 

a sample of their efforts, and publications relevant to 

data governance, and include links to websites. Each 

organization is classified under six descriptive cate-

gories: geographic scope of impact, nationality based 

on the organizations’ headquarters, nature, objectives, 

outcomes, and sector. A detailed explanation of the 

categories is included in Annex 2. The first group of 

220 organizations is followed by 41 intergovernmental 

organizations, sub-divided by their international (21) 

and regional nature (20). The work related to the data 

governance domain of these 41 intergovernmental or-

ganizations is described briefly, including links to their 

The 2022 Atlas contains a list of 261 organizations that work  
or somehow contribute to the data governance domain. They are 

separated into two groups. One group comprises 220 organizations 
that are governmental, non-governmental, private, academic/research 

and coalition/alliance entities. The other group includes 
41 intergovernmental organizations.

Geographic scope
Global

National

East Asia & Pacific

Europe & Central Asia

Latin America & Caribbean

Middle East & North Africa

North America

South Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa

Type
Research institution

Coalition/alliance

Governmental organization

Non-governmental organization

Private organization

Objectives

Data governance

Trust (Privacy/Cybersecurity)

Socio-economic development

Data repository

Sectors
Non-specific

Agriculture

Business

Economy, development, 

 trade & finance

Education

Environment

Food security

Gender

Health

Indigenous rights

Justice

Media

Transportation & mobility

Outcomes
Advocacy

Capacity building

Community building 

Data aggregator

Knowledge building

Headquarters
Country

Descriptive categories

The Atlas

The descriptions were sent for review by the organi-

zation listed as per methodology. If you are part of an 

organization and wish additional edits, reach out to 

the Datasphere Initiative at info@thedatasphere.org, 

adding “Atlas” to the subject line.

website and sample publications. The descriptive 

categories are on the right of the brief organization 

description, and the color scheme used has the fol-

lowing meaning:

Non-Governmental Private

Governmental Research Institution

Coalition

mailto:info%40thedatasphere.org?subject=
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Access Now
www.accessnow.org

Access Now is a global non-governmental organization that defends users’ digital rights, 

including those of civil society groups, journalists, activists and human rights defenders. 

Through research, advocacy and coalition building with partners globally, this civic group 

advocates a human rights perspective on data issues and defends the right to privacy and 

data security to ensure that online activities are private, safe, and secure. It also provides 

comprehensive, real-time technical assistance to users.  

  
Sample publications: “The Future of Data Protection: What We Expect in 2021”

African Francophone Open Data Community (CAFDO)
www.cafdo.africa

CAFDO is a non-governmental organization in Sub-Saharan Africa with a mission to create the 

conditions for a greater impact of open data in French-speaking African countries. Through 

networking, community building, and developing data-driven innovations to improve services 

and delivery in agriculture, transportation, gender equality and public service, CAFDO pro-

vides leadership in regional public, personal and corporate data governance. CAFDO also 

hosts training via the Africa Data Academy.  

  
Sample publications: “Assessment of the Open Data ecosystem in Tunisia”; Blog. 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Justice

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
Burkina Faso

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community building,  

Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

Ada Lovelace Institute
www.adalovelaceinstitute.org

Ada Lovelace Institute is an independent research institute that aims to ensure that data and 

AI work for people and society. Its mission is to create a world in which the opportunities, 

benefits, and privileges generated by data and AI are justly and equitably distributed and 

experienced. Through research and community building, the Institute aims to restore public 

trust and maximize the collective benefits of effective, responsible, and trustworthy use of 

data for the public good.

Sample publications: “Participatory Data Stewardship”; “Exploring Legal Mechanisms for Data Stewardship”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building

Sector:
Non-specific

A Abriendo Datos
www.abriendodatos.org

Abriendo Datos is a civil society organization based in Costa Rica that promotes initiatives 

that seek to reduce political and economic inequality by fostering transparency and data 

use. It executes its mission through the development of open innovation projects, such as 

Representative City, training in data awareness and capacity building of citizens.

Sample publications: “Digital Magna Carta: Information Society and the Third Wave of Open Data”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Latin America & Caribbean

Country/Headquarters:
Costa Rica 

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

Organizations 

The Atlas

http://www.accessnow.org
https://www.accessnow.org/'
https://www.accessnow.org/about-us/
https://www.accessnow.org/about-us/
https://www.accessnow.org/issue/business-and-human-rights/
https://www.accessnow.org/issue/business-and-human-rights/
https://www.accessnow.org/issue/privacy/
https://www.accessnow.org/issue/digital-security/
https://www.accessnow.org/issue/digital-security/
https://www.accessnow.org/the-future-of-data-protection-what-we-expect-in-2021/
http://www.cafdo.africa
https://www.cafdo.africa/
https://www.cafdo.africa/
https://www.cafdo.africa/?page_id=2465
https://www.datacademy.africa/
https://www.cafdo.africa/?cat=86
https://www.cafdo.africa/?cat=22
http://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/about/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/about/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/our-work/programmes/future-regulation/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/our-work/programmes/future-regulation/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/report/participatory-data-stewardship/
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/report/legal-mechanisms-data-stewardship/
http://www.abriendodatos.org
http://www.thedatasphere.org
https://www.abriendodatos.org/ciudad-representativa
https://www.abriendodatos.org/conciencia-de-datos
https://flacsochile.org/wp-content/uploads/Carta-Magna-Digital-1.pdf
https://www.abriendodatos.org/blog
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African Open Data Network (AODN)
www.developlocal.org/tagg/aodn

AODN is a non-governmental organization in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is a regional hub of 

Open Data for Development Network and Open Knowledge and Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Development Data. Its mission is to generate research insights to support open 

data initiatives and contribute to improvements in data for development in Africa. It focus-

es on research, networking, capacity development, and facilitating technical assistance to 

governments for successful open data initiatives in the region. AODN is part of the Local 

Development Research Institute.

Sample publications: BlogSample publications: Blog

AG Data Transparent
www.agdatatransparent.com

AG Data Transparent is a U.S.-based non-profit organization working to bring transparen-

cy, simplicity, and trust to agriculture data sharing between farmers and agriculture tech 

providers. Its Privacy and Security Principles for Farm Data - Core Principles - represent 

basic guidelines that ag tech providers should follow when collecting, using, storing, and 

transferring farmers’ ag data; 37 companies signed onto the Core Principles, pledging to 

incorporate them into their contracts with farmers.

Sample publications: News Blog

AG Data Commons
https://data.nal.usda.gov/about-ag-data

AG Data Commons is a U.S. governmental platform and repository that uses visualization to 

provide public, scientific research data to help the agricultural research community share 

and discover research data. It is funded by the Department of Agriculture and meets federal 

open access requirements.  

Sample publications:  Metrics; Impacted bibliography

Amazonia Socioambiental
www.amazoniasocioambiental.org

Amazonia Socioambiental is a coalition that comprises the Amazonian Network of Georef-

erenced Socio-Environmental Information and is a consortium of civil society organizations 

from the Amazon countries oriented to the socio-environmental sustainability of the Am-

azon. The RAISG generates and disseminates knowledge, statistical data and geospatial 

socio-environmental information of the Amazon, prepared with common protocols for all the 

countries of the region. Its work is the result of the cooperation of eight civil society organi-

zations. It hosts a public data repository and uses visualization of energy and climate data on 

the Amazon to inform about the Amazon and the threats and pressures it faces.  

Sample publications:  “Technical note: Deforestation in the Amazon (2000-2018)”

Geographic scope:
North America

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Agriculture

Geographic scope:
North America

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Community building, 

Advocacy

Sector:
Agriculture, Justice

Geographic scope:
Latin America

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type: 
Coalition 

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
Kenya

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

http://www.developlocal.org/tagg/aodn
https://www.developlocal.org/tagg/aodn/
https://www.developlocal.org/tagg/aodn/
https://www.developlocal.org/
https://www.developlocal.org/
https://www.developlocal.org/blog/
https://www.developlocal.org/blog/
http://www.agdatatransparent.com
https://www.agdatatransparent.com/principles
https://www.agdatatransparent.com/principles
https://www.agdatatransparent.com/certify-your-company
https://www.agdatatransparent.com/media
https://data.nal.usda.gov/about-ag-data-commons
https://data.nal.usda.gov/ag-data-commons-metrics
https://www.zotero.org/groups/925027/ag_data_commons/collections/AQ8KNDKU
http://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org
https://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org/es/mapas/
https://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org/es/mapas/
https://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org/es/mapas/
https://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org/es/sobre/
https://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org/es/sobre/
https://www.amazoniasocioambiental.org/es/publicacion/nota-tecnica-deforestacion-en-la-amazonia-2000-2018/
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aNewGovernance
www.anewgovernance.org

aNewGovernance is a market-driven international not-for-profit association headquartered 

in Brussels. It brings together public bodies, associations, academics, start-ups, and cor-

porates from around the world to help build sectoral data spaces (e.g. health, skills, mobili-

ty, finance, agriculture, energy, administration, and green deal) within their governance and 

personal data spaces as well as the personal cross-sectorial data space. Its objective is to 

encourage human-centric fair use of data, moving away from all-state- and platform-centric 

models. Its mission is to unite personal data sharing ecosystems, develop personal data 

spaces by sector, and develop the building blocks for the personal data space.

Sample publications: “Why Do We Need Governance for Personal Data Sharing?”; “Building a Cross-Sec-
toral Personal Data Space”

Association for Data and Cyber Governance
www.adcg.org

Association for Data and Cyber Governance is a global coalition of individuals and organiza-

tions interested in building and maintaining their knowledge of data and cyber governance. 

It aims to share knowledge leading to effective best practices for its members in data pri-

vacy, data protection, and cybersecurity. It builds capacity and community through sharing 

research and networking on its platform. Its projects include education and training (e.g. 

webinars, certificate courses) and data and cyber governance resources 

Sample publications: “How Data Governance Powers Data Insights”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters: 
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity, and  

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters: 
Belgium

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and community  

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Health, Education,  

Transportation & mobility 

The Atlas

Association of Technology, Education, Development, 
Research and Communication (TEDIC)
www.tedic.org

TEDIC is a non-governmental organization in Paraguay with a mission to promote the prin-

ciples of free culture and defend civil rights on the internet. It fosters spaces for interaction 

and exchange of knowledge, develops Web tools with open code and design, and conducts 

advocacy work. Its vision is to establish a collaborative society whose digital rights are ex-

ercised and respected and that can access, copy, modify and freely share their culture. To 

this end, it conducts research, events, capacity and community building, via, for instance the 

Data Bootcamp, and projects. It has developed the Data Account toolkit and Open Data, an 

illustrated digital journalistic series of five chapters on the right of access to public informa-

tion in Paraguay.

Sample publications: Blog; “Personal Data in the Social Security Institute. Exploratory analysis on some per-
sonal data protection practices in the social security system of the Paraguayan State”; “Protection of personal 
data in the private sector in Paraguay”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Paraguay

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Justice

http://www.anewgovernance.org
https://www.anewgovernance.org/partners/
https://www.anewgovernance.org/partners/
https://www.anewgovernance.org/partners/
https://www.anewgovernance.org/1241-2/
https://www.anewgovernance.org/1241-2/
https://www.anewgovernance.org/building-a-cross-sectoral-personal-data-space/
https://www.anewgovernance.org/building-a-cross-sectoral-personal-data-space/
http://www.adcg.org
http://www.adcg.org
https://www.adcg.org/laws-and-regulations/
https://www.adcg.org/laws-and-regulations/
https://www.adcg.org/laws-and-regulations/
https://www.adcg.org/how-data-governance-powers-data-insights/
http://www.tedic.org
https://www.tedic.org/en/who-we-are/
https://www.tedic.org/en/who-we-are/
https://www.tedic.org/en/focus-areas/
https://www.tedic.org/en/who-we-are/
https://www.tedic.org/en/who-we-are/
https://www.tedic.org/en/investigacion/
https://www.tedic.org/en/investigacion/
https://www.tedic.org/eventos
https://www.tedic.org/en/proyecto/databootcamp/
https://www.tedic.org/en/proyectos/
https://www.tedic.org/en/proyectos/
https://www.tedic.org/en/proyecto/retorno-de-los-pyrawebs/
https://www.tedic.org/en/proyecto/datos-abiertos/
https://www.tedic.org/en/proyecto/datos-abiertos/
https://www.tedic.org/en/blog/
https://www.tedic.org/en/investigacion/personal-data-in-the-social-security-institute-exploratory-analysis-on-some-personal-data-protection-practices-in-the-social-security-system-of-the-paraguayan-state/
https://www.tedic.org/en/investigacion/personal-data-in-the-social-security-institute-exploratory-analysis-on-some-personal-data-protection-practices-in-the-social-security-system-of-the-paraguayan-state/
https://www.tedic.org/en/investigacion/protection-of-personal-data-in-the-private-sector-in-paraguay/
https://www.tedic.org/en/investigacion/protection-of-personal-data-in-the-private-sector-in-paraguay/
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Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC)
https://ardc.edu.au

ARDC is a national infrastructure provider whose mission is to accelerate research and in-

novation by driving excellence in the creation, analysis, and retention of high-quality data as-

sets. ARDC provides high capacity digital data storage for nationally significant collections, 

cloud computing, collection curation and data management resources, as well as national 

catalog, identifier and vocabulary services. Its purpose is to provide Australian researchers 

with competitive advantage through data. Through the National Data Assets initiative, the 

ARDC established strategic partnerships with research communities and institutions to de-

velop a portfolio of national-scale data assets that support leading edge research. Research 

Projects, ARDC-supported Research Platforms, the Nectar Research Cloud, and Identifier 

Services help researchers maximize quality and impact of their work. The Research Data 

Australia, an online research portal, connects researchers with more than 100 Australian 

research organizations, government agencies, and cultural institutions and covers a broad 

range of research fields from science, technology, engineering and mathematics, through 

social sciences, arts and humanities.

Sample publications: “Leading Australia to Data-Driven Research Impact”; “National Agenda for Research 
Software”; “Making a Difference Through Data-Driven Research”; “Institutional Research Data Management 
Policies and Procedures”;  “About Data”; Newsletters

Big Data for Migration Alliance
https://data4migration.org

Big Data for Migration Alliance is a coalition seeking to improve the evidence base on mi-

gration and human mobility globally through research, community building, and advocacy. 

It aims to provide guidance and capacity building support on ethical and responsible data 

innovation.

Sample publications: “Designing Data Collaboratives to Better Understand Human Mobility and Migration in 
West Africa”; “The 100 Questions The Migration Data Agenda”; “Big Data for Migration Alliance (BD4M) Har-
nessing the Potential of New Data Sources and Innovative Methodologies for Migration”; “Designing Data Col-
laboratives to Better Understand Human Mobility and Migration in West Africa”; “Big Data and Alternative Data 
Sources on Migration: From Case-Studies to Policy Support - Summary Report”; “Big Data and Alternative 
Data Sources on Migration: From Case-Studies to Policy Support”; “Can Big Data Help Us Achieve a ‘Migration 
Data Revolution’?”; “IOM Migration Data Strategy”; “Data Innovation for Migration: Why Now and How?”; Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Australia

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge,  

capacity and community 
building  

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Ghana

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Justice, Health,  

Transportation & mobility 

The Atlas

Body & Data
https://bodyanddata.org

Body & Data is a non-governmental organization in Nepal with a mission to enhance un-

derstanding and access to information on digital rights among women, queer people and 

minority groups. Its vision is to create accessible, safe and just digital space for all. Its main 

programs include knowledge generation (research and analysis), capacity building (work-

shops), and advocacy (campaigns).

Sample publications: “Mapping Laws Relevant to Online Violence in Nepal”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Nepal

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge,  capacity and 

community building,
Advocacy  

Sector:
Gender, Health

https://ardc.edu.au
https://ardc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/About_us_brochure.pdf
https://ardc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/About_us_brochure.pdf
https://ardc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Accelerate_your_research_WEB.pdf
https://ardc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Accelerate_your_research_WEB.pdf
https://ardc.edu.au/collaborations/strategic-activities/national-data-assets/
https://ardc.edu.au/collaborations/strategic-activities/national-data-assets/
https://ardc.edu.au/all-projects/?project_cat=discovery-activities
https://ardc.edu.au/all-projects/?project_cat=discovery-activities
https://ardc.edu.au/all-projects/?project_cat=discovery-activities
https://ardc.edu.au/services/research-platforms/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/research-platforms/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/nectar-research-cloud/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/nectar-research-cloud/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/identifier/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/identifier/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/identifier/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/research-data-australia/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/research-data-australia/
https://ardc.edu.au/services/research-data-australia/
https://ardc.edu.au/about_us/case-studies/leading-australia-to-data-driven-research-impact/
https://zenodo.org/record/4940274#.Yj2dLzfP3LC
https://zenodo.org/record/4940274#.Yj2dLzfP3LC
https://ardc.edu.au/resource/making-a-difference-through-data-driven-research/
https://zenodo.org/record/5784765#.Yj2dTzfP3LC
https://zenodo.org/record/5784765#.Yj2dTzfP3LC
https://ardc.edu.au/resources/aboutdata/
https://ardc.edu.au/newsletters/
https://ardc.edu.au/newsletters/
https://data4migration.org
https://data4migration.org/articles/bd4m-studio-report-designing-data-collaboratives-to-better-understand-human-mobility-and-migration-in-west-africa/index.html
https://data4migration.org/articles/bd4m-studio-report-designing-data-collaboratives-to-better-understand-human-mobility-and-migration-in-west-africa/index.html
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/d91ed3b5-ddb6-4fe1-82b3-8af3f63c90a8.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/a0ffb25c-9bdb-4065-ad00-2eb95ddd6a8a.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/a0ffb25c-9bdb-4065-ad00-2eb95ddd6a8a.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/aa45abf2-743d-4d58-8471-e25bff956ba5.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/aa45abf2-743d-4d58-8471-e25bff956ba5.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/8f79902f-0ec0-4a82-9a76-dc04b8556fa9.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/8f79902f-0ec0-4a82-9a76-dc04b8556fa9.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/8f79902f-0ec0-4a82-9a76-dc04b8556fa9.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/8f79902f-0ec0-4a82-9a76-dc04b8556fa9.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/179c671a-2250-453d-a09c-987b3417c0ea.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/179c671a-2250-453d-a09c-987b3417c0ea.pdf
https://odpl.thegovlab.com/uploads/ccm-directus/originals/8dc57ae6-0ae0-458f-a057-9f40dcd0bb18.pdf
https://data4migration.org/articles/data-innovation-for-migration-why-now-and-how/index.html
https://data4migration.org/blog/
https://data4migration.org/blog/
https://bodyanddata.org
https://bodyanddata.org/mapping-laws-relevant-to-online-violence-in-nepal/
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British Columbia First Nations’ Data Governance Initiative 
(BCFNDGI)
www.bcfndgi.com

BCFNDGI is a non-governmental initiative in Canada to equip First Nations with the techno-

logical and human resource capacity to govern and own their communities’ data. It offers 

FNIGC Data with information about First Nations people living in reserves and in northern 

communities and provides tools for engaging communities. 

Sample publications: “BCFNDGI - Data Governance and Accountability Model 

C California Data Collaborative (CaDC)
www.californiadatacollaborative.org

CaDC is a network of water professionals collaborating to create tools and applied research 

supporting planning and analysis. They envision a water industry inspired and empowered 

to make informed data-driven decisions responsive to tomorrow’s water needs. 

Sample publications: Blog; Case Studies

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Community building  

Sector:
Environment, Agriculture

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge,  capacity and 

community building,
Advocacy  

Sector:
Indigenous rights

The Atlas

Canadian Open Data Society
www.opendatasociety.ca

Canadian Open Data Society is a non-governmental organization founded to broaden the 

open data discourses to the private sector, civil society and public and become a communi-

ty of practice that advances learning, standards, and data quality. It aims to develop an open 

access data portal in a variety of languages. It provides training via various webinars.

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community building, 

Advocacy    

Sector:
Non-specific

Canadian Research Data Centre Network
https://crdcn.ca

Canadian Research Data Centre Network is a coalition of Canadian universities and Statis-

tics Canada that works, through its Research Data Centre Program, to provide university, 

government, and other approved researchers access to an array of social, economic, and 

health confidential microdata in secure computer facilities located on university campuses 

across the country. The Network’s mission is to build a data platform to enable Canada’s so-

cial science and health researchers to conduct advanced statistical research and to adopt 

best practices in network governance. It supports cross-institutional collaborations and 

hosts a repository of CRDCN-enabled publications.

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type: 
Coalition 

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific

http://www.bcfndgi.com
https://data.fnigc.ca/online
https://data.fnigc.ca/online
https://www.bcfndgi.com/community-planning-tools
https://www.bcfndgi.com/community-planning-tools
https://www.bcfndgi.com/s/BCFNDGI-Data-Governance-and-Accountability-Model.pdf
http://www.californiadatacollaborative.org
https://medium.com/california-data-collaborative
https://www.californiadatacollaborative.org/#Case-Studies
http://www.opendatasociety.ca
https://www.opendatasociety.ca/open-data-portals
https://www.opendatasociety.ca/open-data-portals
https://www.opendatasociety.ca/open-data-portals
https://www.opendatasociety.ca/recordings-from-past-webinars
https://crdcn.ca
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/microdata/data-centres
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/microdata/data-centres
https://crdcn.org/about-crdcn
https://crdcn.org/about-crdcn
https://crdcn.org/research
https://crdcn.org/research
https://crdcn.ca/programs/research/
https://crdcn.ca/publications/
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Caribbean Open Institute
https://caribbeanopeninstitute.org

Caribbean Open Institute is a regional coalition of individuals and organizations that pro-

motes open development approaches to inclusion, participation and innovation within the 

Caribbean, using open data as a catalyst. The Institute is a member of the Open Data for 

Development (OD4D) network and an active participant in the broad open data community. 

Through research and capacity building, the Institute demonstrates the benefits of open 

development approaches and advocates for open data as a catalyst.

Sample publications: “Mapping an emergent Open Data ecosystem”; “Open Data as a Catalyst for Problem 
Solving: Empirical Evidence from a Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Context“

Center for Data Innovation
https://datainnovation.org

Center for Data Innovation is a think tank part of the Information Technology and Innovation 

Foundation (ITIF) based in the United States that aims to formulate and promote pragmatic 

public policies to maximize the benefits of data-driven innovation in the public and private 

sectors. It educates policymakers and the public about the opportunities and challenges 

associated with data, as well as technology trends, such as open data, AI, and the IoT.

Sample publications:  “Europe Should Ensure the Free Flow of Data with Its Trade Partners”; “Feedback on 
the Data Governance Act”

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia,

North America

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building  

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Latin America

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building,
Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Center for Global Development
www.cgdev.org

Center for Global Development is a non-profit organization located in the United States and 

the United Kingdom that focuses on research to explore ways governments can use data 

to support innovation, economic development, and inclusive growth while protecting cit-

izens and communities against harm. The Center aims to reduce global poverty through 

innovative economic research that drives better policy and practice by the world’s top deci-

sion-makers. Through research and networking, the Center aims to contribute to data gov-

ernance with knowledge building and advocacy on topics ranging from gender to economic 

growth and to trade and finance.

Sample publications: “Governing Data for Development: Trends, Challenges, and Opportunities”; “Governing 
Data for Development: Where Are We Now?”; “Addressing Cross-Border Spillovers in Data Policy: The Need 
for a Global Approach”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,

Advocacy  

Sector:
Gender, Economy, 

development, trade & finance

https://caribbeanopeninstitute.org
https://www.od4d.net/
https://www.od4d.net/
https://www.od4d.net/
https://caribbeanopeninstitute.org/coi-research
http://ci-journal.net/index.php/ciej/issue/view/57
http://ci-journal.net/index.php/ciej/issue/view/57
http://ci-journal.net/index.php/ciej/issue/view/57
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4TpC6ecmrM7OEN6OVlIUXh1d1U/view?resourcekey=0-LU1Db7UBNBrjm4Tmoqcggg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4TpC6ecmrM7OEN6OVlIUXh1d1U/view?resourcekey=0-LU1Db7UBNBrjm4Tmoqcggg
https://datainnovation.org
https://itif.org/about
https://datainnovation.org/2021/07/europe-should-ensure-the-free-flow-of-data-with-its-trade-partners/
https://datainnovation.org/2021/02/feedback-on-the-data-governance-act/
https://datainnovation.org/2021/02/feedback-on-the-data-governance-act/
http://www.cgdev.org
https://www.cgdev.org/working-group/governing-data-for-development
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/governing-data-development-trends-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/governing-data-development-where-are-we-now
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/governing-data-development-where-are-we-now
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/addressing-cross-border-spillovers-data-policy-need-global-approach
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/addressing-cross-border-spillovers-data-policy-need-global-approach
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Center for Media, Data and Society
https://cmds.ceu.edu

Center for Media, Data and Society is an academic organization at Central European Univer-

sity, Austria, that seeks to improve the quality of media policy making through research and 

debate on data governance with emphasis on journalism and democracy. Part of the CEU 

Democracy Institute, the Center contributes to knowledge building and advocacy through 

research, education, and networking.

Sample publications: “How America and Europe Deal With Data”; “How Data Governance Affects Media 
Freedom”

Center for Open Data Enterprise (CODE)
www.opendataenterprise.org

CODE is a non-profit organization whose mission is to maximize the value of open and 

shared data for the public good by working with government agencies, businesses, nonprof-

its, and researchers, both data providers and data users. Through research and network-

ing, the Center promotes the application of fully open data, and strategies for sharing and 

exchanging data, that requires privacy or security restrictions. It seems to focus on topics 

of health, energy and climate, food security, agriculture, and transportation and mobility. It 

launched Sharing Health Data for Good and was involved in developing SDG National Re-

porting Initiative and Open Data Impact Map.

Sample publications: “Aligning Open Data, Open Source, and Hybrid Cloud Adoption in Government“; “Chal-
lenges and Opportunities for Ocean Data to Advance Conservation and Management“; “Open Data for Racial 
Equity: A Briefing Paper on Policing Data”

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Austria

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy   

Sector:
Media

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Data aggregator, 
Advocacy   

Sector:
Environment, Health, Gender, 

Food security, Agriculture, 
Transportation & mobility 

The Atlas

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge and 

community building 

Sector:
Non-specific

Center for Strategic and International Studies
www.csis.org

Center for Strategic and International Studies is a bipartisan, global non-profit policy re-

search organization dedicated to advancing practical ideas to address the world’s greatest 

challenges. CSIS contributes to knowledge and community building by organizing confer-

ences, publishing, lectures, and media appearances that aim to increase the awareness and 

salience of policy issues with relevant stakeholders and the interested public. CSIS experts 

explore the intersection of data privacy and security, digital trade, and technology to under-

stand the data ecosystem.

Sample publications: “The Real National Security Concerns over Data Localization”; “Implications of the Dig-
ital Markets Act for Transatlantic Cooperation”

https://cmds.ceu.edu
https://democracyinstitute.ceu.edu/
https://democracyinstitute.ceu.edu/
https://democracyinstitute.ceu.edu/
https://cmds.ceu.edu/article/2020-01-07/how-america-and-europe-deal-data
https://cmds.ceu.edu/article/2021-01-08/how-data-governance-affects-media-freedom
https://cmds.ceu.edu/article/2021-01-08/how-data-governance-affects-media-freedom
http://www.opendataenterprise.org
https://www.opendataenterprise.org/publications#research
https://www.opendataenterprise.org/publications#research
https://www.opendataenterprise.org/publications#research
https://healthdatasharing.org/
https://www.sdgreporting.org/
https://www.sdgreporting.org/
https://opendataimpactmap.org/
http://www.businessofgovernment.org/sites/default/files/Aligning%20Open%20Data%2C%20Open%20Source%2C%20and%20Hybrid%20Cloud%20Adoption%20in%20Government.pdf
https://oceanconservancy.org/smart-ocean-planning/take-deep-dive/oceandatareport/
https://oceanconservancy.org/smart-ocean-planning/take-deep-dive/oceandatareport/
http://reports.opendataenterprise.org/Policing-Data-Briefing-Paper.pdf
http://reports.opendataenterprise.org/Policing-Data-Briefing-Paper.pdf
http://www.csis.org
https://www.csis.org/events
https://www.csis.org/events
https://www.csis.org/analysis/real-national-security-concerns-over-data-localization
https://www.csis.org/analysis/implications-digital-markets-act-transatlantic-cooperation
https://www.csis.org/analysis/implications-digital-markets-act-transatlantic-cooperation
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Centre for Digital Governance 
www.hertie-school.org/en/digital-governance

Centre for Digital Governance is an academic organization, located at the Hertie School 

in Berlin, that works to improve the public well-being by conducting academic research, 

providing world-leading education, and contributing societally relevant policy insight on the 

challenges and opportunities of digital transformation. Regarding data governance, it aims 

to create new understanding about how data is being opened up by governments, and how 

this data is being and can be used by any stakeholder to create services and value. In addi-

tion, it investigates what the tangible and empirically verifiable benefits of open government 

data are as well as the potential “dark-side” of increasing openness.

Sample publications: “The Survival of Open Government Platform: Empirical Insights From a Global Sample”; 
“Government Collaboration and Digitalisation: Comparative Case Studies on Collaborative Management for 
Government Digitalisation and Public Sector Innovation”

Centre for Public Data
www.centreforpublicdata.org

Centre for Public Data is a non-partisan organization with a practical mission to help the 

U.K.’s public data work better for everyone. It works to strengthen data collection and publi-

cation provisions in new policy and legislation, and campaign to fill data gaps. Current work 

focus includes subsidy data, gambling data, data in policy, and data gaps.

Sample publications: “Evidence to PACAC inquiry on Government data during Covid-19”; other research and 
evidence

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Centro de Pensamiento Estratégico Internacional 
(CEPEI)
https://cepei.org

CEPEI is an independent data-driven think tank, working through field-based analysis and 

high-level advocacy to scale up the participation of the Global South within the sustain-

able development agendas. Its mission is to influence people and institutions in their deci-

sion-making to move towards sustainable development. To execute its mission, the group 

has two projects: governance for development and data for development.

Sample publications: “The Covid-19 pandemic and the virtual limitations of development governance”; “Big 
data y desarrollo sostenible ¿Cómo ayuda el big data a avanzar la Agenda 2030?”

Geographic scope:
Latin America & Caribbean

Country/Headquarters:
Columbia

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

https://www.hertie-school.org/en/digital-governance/research/open-data-and-data-sharing
https://opus4.kobv.de/opus4-hsog/frontdoor/index/index/docId/3663
https://opus4.kobv.de/opus4-hsog/frontdoor/index/index/docId/3548
https://opus4.kobv.de/opus4-hsog/frontdoor/index/index/docId/3548
http://www.centreforpublicdata.org
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/subsidies
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/subsidies
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/gambling-data
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/gambling-data
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/legislation
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/legislation
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/missing-numbers
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/missing-numbers
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/blog/evidence-to-pacac-november-2020
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/research-and-evidence
https://www.centreforpublicdata.org/research-and-evidence
https://cepei.org
https://cepei.org/nosotros/
https://cepei.org/nosotros/
https://cepei.org/gobernanza-para-el-desarrollo/
https://cepei.org/gobernanza-para-el-desarrollo/
https://cepei.org/datos-para-el-desarrollo/
https://cepei.org/datos-para-el-desarrollo/
https://cepei.org/documents/la-pandemia-del-covid-19-y-las-limitantes-virtuales-de-la-gobernanza-del-desarrollo/
https://cepei.org/documents/como-ayuda-el-big-data-a-avanzar-la-agenda-2030/
https://cepei.org/documents/como-ayuda-el-big-data-a-avanzar-la-agenda-2030/
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CIVIC
https://civicplatform.org

CIVIC is a U.S.-based non-governmental data platform designed to make public information 

public knowledge. Its vision is for public data to be available in common formats for collab-

oration and problem solving. It builds applications to provide a set of common frameworks 

for rapid development. As an open-source platform, it allows users to replicate or contribute 

to codes. It is funded by the Civic Software Foundation. The Foundation hosts cohorts of 

researchers focused on various data-enabled research and data governance issues, from 

data feminism in 2020 to real-word examples in 2021. 

Sample publications: Features projects

Climate Advocacy Lab
www.climateadvocacylab.org

Climate Advocacy Lab  is a training, testing, and consulting organization in the climate and 

clean energy advocacy space. With a network of 3,400 members of advocates, scientists, 

data scientists, funders and consultants, the Lab serves as a hub for coordination, collab-

oration, and best practices on translating public support for climate change into action. 

Its mission is to help the climate community build grassroots power and win through evi-

dence-based advocacy. It executes its mission by enabling organizations to run smarter and 

more effective public engagement campaigns. It provides tools like the state climate-related 

data, environmental polling, and partner resources, including Climate Signals and CCAM 

Explorer (public opinion on climate over time).

Sample publications: “Climate Opinion Factsheets”; “Communicating the Climate Crisis”; “A Big Win for Envi-
ronmental Justice Organizers”; Summary Handout

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment, Economy, 

development, trade & finance,  
Transportation & mobility 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity  and 

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Environment 

The Atlas

Coalition for Digital Environment Sustainability  
(CODES)
www.sparkblue.org/CODES 

CODES is part of the broader follow-up to the U.N. Secretary-General’s Roadmap on Dig-

ital Cooperation. Launched in March 2021, it will lead a global multistakeholder process 

and convene a series of events to anchor environmental sustainability needs within the 

Digital Cooperation Roadmap and catalyze a digital planet for sustainability. It seems to 

focus on energy and climate topics. It executes its mission by mobilizing the research 

community planning for digitizing environmental sustainability.

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community building, 

Advocacy

Sector:
Environment

https://civicplatform.org
https://civicplatform.org/#civic-platform
https://civicsoftwarefoundation.org/
https://www.civicdatalibrary.org/context
https://civicplatform.org/cards
http://www.climateadvocacylab.org
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/tools/state-level-data
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/tools/state-level-data
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/tools/state-level-data
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/resources?field_resource_type_tid%5B%5D=14
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/resources?field_resource_type_tid%5B%5D=14
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/partner-resources
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/partner-resources
https://www.climatesignals.org/
https://www.climatesignals.org/
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/ccam-explorer/
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/ccam-explorer/
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/ccam-explorer/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/factsheets/
https://climate-xchange.org/communicating-the-climate-crisis/
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/resource/big-win-environmental-justice-organizers-0
https://www.climateadvocacylab.org/resource/big-win-environmental-justice-organizers-0
https://climateadvocacylab.org/system/files/CAL%20Synopsis%20FINAL%2010.20.21.pdf
https://climateadvocacylab.org/system/files/CAL%20Synopsis%20FINAL%2010.20.21.pdf
http://www.sparkblue.org/CODES
https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
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CODE for Canada
https://codefor.ca/

CODE for Canada is a national non-profit organization that connects government innovators 

with the tech and design community to improve people’s lives. Its mission is to promote and 

enable civic technology and design, civic education, and collaboration between the public, 

private and non-profit sectors. It executes its mission through education and training by of-

fering courses that enable public servants, government teams, and executives to lead digital 

transformation in their departments.

Sample publications: “Building Digital Government Talent Pipelines: Recruitment and Retention for Digital Era 
Government”; Blog

Collaboration on International ICT Policy  
for East and Southern Africa (CIPESA)
https://cipesa.org

CIPESA is a non-governmental organization in Uganda that focuses on the use of ICT in sup-

port of development and poverty reduction. It works across the continent informing policy 

making and encouraging debate by publishing commentaries, briefing papers and newslet-

ters. Through research and networking, CIPESA supports the role ICT can play in achieving 

the key objective of open government. A member of Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP) 

and Association for Progressive Communications (APC), it is one of the two programs es-

tablished under the Catalyzing Access to Information and Communications Technologies in 

Africa (CATIA) initiative. It supports the mission of the Open Government Partnership (OGP).

Sample publications: “New Law Holds Promise for Improved Data Governance in Kenya”; “Uganda is a Ripe 
State for Open Governance Data”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity  building,  

Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
Uganda

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community  building,  

Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

Collaboratory for Indigenous Data Governance
https://indigenousdatalab.org

Collaboratory for Indigenous Data Governance is a U.S.-based non-governmental organiza-

tion that develops research, policy, and practice innovations for indigenous data sovereign-

ty. Indigenous data sovereignty draws on the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples that reaffirms the rights of Indigenous nations to control data about their peoples, 

lands, and resources. The lab’s research, teaching, and engagement seek to transform insti-

tutional governance and ethics for indigenous control of indigenous data, particularly within 

open science, open data, and big data contexts. Its mission is executed through research on 

health, energy and climate, and indigenous data rights.

Sample publications: “Native Nation Rebuilding for Tribal Research and Data Governance”; “Indigenous Data 
Governance in the United States”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity, and 

community building,  
Advocacy  

Sector:
Environment, Health, 

Indigenous rights 

https://codefor.ca/
https://codefor.ca/about/
https://codefor.ca/about/
https://codefor.ca/education/
https://codefor.ca/education/
https://codefor.ca/uploads/pdf/Building-Digital-Government-Talent-Pipelines-Recruitment-and-Retention-for-Digital-Era-Government-Code-for-Canada.pdf
https://codefor.ca/uploads/pdf/Building-Digital-Government-Talent-Pipelines-Recruitment-and-Retention-for-Digital-Era-Government-Code-for-Canada.pdf
https://codefor.ca/blog/
https://cipesa.org
https://www.apc.org/en/partner/global-knowledge-partnership-gkp
https://www.apc.org/en/partner/global-knowledge-partnership-gkp
https://www.apc.org/en/partner/global-knowledge-partnership-gkp
https://www.apc.org/en/partner/global-knowledge-partnership-gkp
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/
https://cipesa.org/2019/11/new-law-holds-promise-for-improved-data-governance-in-kenya/
https://cipesa.org/2012/07/uganda_is_a_ripe_state_for_open_governance_data/
https://cipesa.org/2012/07/uganda_is_a_ripe_state_for_open_governance_data/
https://indigenousdatalab.org
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://nnigovernance.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/resources/Policy%20Brief-%20Native%20Nation%20Rebuilding%20for%20Tribal%20Research%20and%20Data%20Governance.pdf
https://indigenousdatalab.org/policy-briefs/
https://indigenousdatalab.org/policy-briefs/
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Committee on Data (CODATA)
https://codata.org

CODATA of the International Science Council was established as the International Council 

for Science Committee on Data for Science and Technology in 1966. CODATA promotes 

global collaboration to advance open science and to improve the availability and usability 

of data for all areas of research. It works with regional organizations, such as the European 

Commission and the EU Member states with their major leading initiative for the Europe-

an Open Science Cloud, which has an increasing number of partner initiatives in other 

regions. In order that high-throughput data generation instruments and computers may 

effectively support the scientific and innovation process, both data and workflow compo-

nents need to be machine-actionable. Building on and refining many earlier efforts, in 2014 

the FAIR principles were formulated. The CODATA International Data Policy Committee 

(IDPC) is the key instrument by which CODATA pursues its mission of promoting effective 

and appropriate policies for Open Science and FAIR data. Task Groups are groups of sci-

entists, researchers and data experts who work together on a specific problem or theme 

to advance the state of data management and to advance science. CODATA collaborates 

on major data conferences such as SciDataCon and International Data Week.

Sample publications: “Data Science Journal”; “The Future of Science and Science of the Future: Vision and 
Strategy for the African Open Science Platform (v02)”; “CODATA History”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
France

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity  and 

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

Confederation for Open Access Repositories
www.coar-repositories.org

Confederation of Open Access Repositories is an international association with 156 mem-

bers and partners from around the world representing libraries, universities, research insti-

tutions, and government funders that brings together individual repositories and repository 

networks in order to build capacity, align policies and practices, and act as a global voice for 

the repository community. Its mission is to enhance the visibility and application of research 

outputs through collaboration across the global repository network. Its community groups 

include Next Generation Repositories, Biodiversity and Open Science, Metadata and Vo-

cabularies, and Research Data management.

Sample publications: “COAR Community Framework for Best Practices in Repositories”; “What Should Be 
the Essential Baseline Practices for Repositories that Manage Research Data?”; “COAR Controlled Vocabu-
laries for Repositories”; “Institutional Open Data Policy and Services”; “Policy-making for Research Data in Re-
positories: A Guide”; “Good Practice Principles for Scholarly Communication Services”; “COAR Confederation 
of Open Access Repositories”  

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity and  

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

https://codata.org
https://council.science/
https://council.science/
https://eosc-portal.eu/
https://eosc-portal.eu/
https://eosc-portal.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18
https://codata.org/initiatives/data-policy/international-data-policy-committee/
https://codata.org/initiatives/data-policy/international-data-policy-committee/
https://codata.org/initiatives/task-groups/
https://codata.org/initiatives/task-groups/
https://www.scidatacon.org/2016/
https://www.scidatacon.org/2016/
https://internationaldataweek.org/
https://internationaldataweek.org/
https://codata.org/publications/data-science-journal/
https://zenodo.org/record/2222418#.Yj-CZtXMKUn
https://zenodo.org/record/2222418#.Yj-CZtXMKUn
https://codata.org/publications/codata-history/
https://codata.org/blog/
https://codata.org/blog/
http://www.coar-repositories.org
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/next-generation-repositories/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/next-generation-repositories/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/knowledge-commons/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/knowledge-commons/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/controlled-vocabularies/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/controlled-vocabularies/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/controlled-vocabularies/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/research-data-management/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/research-data-management/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/coar-community-framework-for-best-practices-in-repositories/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/coar-sparc-response-to-the-ostp-draft-desirable-characteristics-of-repositories-managing-data/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/coar-sparc-response-to-the-ostp-draft-desirable-characteristics-of-repositories-managing-data/
https://vocabularies.coar-repositories.org/resource_types/
https://vocabularies.coar-repositories.org/resource_types/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/files/Goh-Su-Nee.pdf
https://www.coar-repositories.org/files/guide.pdf
https://www.coar-repositories.org/files/guide.pdf
https://www.coar-repositories.org/files/COAR-SPARC-Good-Practice-Principles.pdf
https://www.coar-repositories.org/files/COAR-Annual-Report-2020-2021_public.pdf
https://www.coar-repositories.org/files/COAR-Annual-Report-2020-2021_public.pdf
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Consumer Data Research Centre
www.cdrc.ac.uk

Consumer Data Research Centre is an academic organization that brings together world-

class researchers from several U.K universities to lead academic engagement between in-

dustry and the social sciences and utilize consumer data for academic research. Through 

research and education and training, the group builds knowledge, creates a data platform, 

and collaborates with consumer data providers. Topics include business/consumer, justice, 

health, and transportation and mobility.

Sample publications: Publications enabled by this effort; Research Review

Creative Commons
https://creativecommons.org

Creative Commons (CC) is a global non-governmental organization, with various local affiliates, 

based in California that works to overcome legal obstacles to the sharing of knowledge and 

creativity to address the world’s pressing challenges. It aims to realize the full potential of the 

internet – universal access to research and education, full participation in culture – to drive a new 

era of development, growth, and productivity. The group executes its mission through projects 

in the areas of licenses and legal tools, discovery and collaboration tools, policy and advocacy, 

and community building. CC also advocates and supports open access, open science, open 

data and open educational resources efforts around the world. Thousands of organizations, 

governments and companies around the world have adopted Creative Commons licenses. 

The result is 2.0 billion works and counting licensed with a CC open license.

Sample publications: Blog; CC0 Public Domain Dedication for data; “Now Is the Time for Open Access Poli-
cies—Here’s Why”; “The 2020 State of the Commons Report”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Knowledge and capacity 

building, Data aggregator

Sector:
Agriculture, Business, Justice,  

Health, Economy, development, 
trade & finance, Education, 

Transportation & mobility 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Data aggregator, 
Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

Criminal Justice Administrative Records System 
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu

Criminal Justice Administrative Records System is an academic initiative housed at the Uni-

versity of Michigan. It creates a nationally integrated repository of data following individuals 

through the criminal justice system. It aims to build a uniform, accessible data infrastructure 

that follows every criminal episode from arrest to final sanction. The database, which will 

support integration with extensive individual-level social, demographic, and economic data 

held by the U.S. Census Bureau, will result in major data improvements for research.

Sample publications: “Benchmarking the Criminal Justice Administrative Records System’s Data Infrastructure”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Knowledge building, 

Data aggregator

Sector:
Justice

http://www.cdrc.ac.uk
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/about/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/about/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/research/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/research/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/education-and-training/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/education-and-training/
https://data.cdrc.ac.uk/
https://data.cdrc.ac.uk/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/recent-publications/
https://www.cdrc.ac.uk/research-review-2021/
https://creativecommons.org
https://creativecommons.org/about/global-affiliate-network/
https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/
https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/
https://creativecommons.org/category/open-access/
https://creativecommons.org/category/science/
https://creativecommons.org/category/open-data/
https://creativecommons.org/category/open-data/
https://creativecommons.org/category/education-oer/
https://creativecommons.org/2019/04/02/european-commission-adopts-cc-by-and-cc0-for-sharing-information/
https://creativecommons.org/blog/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/2020/03/19/now-is-the-time-for-open-access-policies-heres-why/
https://creativecommons.org/2020/03/19/now-is-the-time-for-open-access-policies-heres-why/
https://creativecommons.org/2021/03/18/our-2020-state-of-the-commons-report-is-here/
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu/overview/research/researchers/
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu/overview/research/researchers/
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu/overview/research/
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu/overview/research/
https://cjars.isr.umich.edu/benchmarking-report-download/
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D Dalberg Data Global Insights
https://dalberg.com/what-we-do/dalberg-data-insights/

Dalberg Data Global Insights is a global non-governmental organization with a purpose of 

building inclusive data ecosystems to address international development challenges. The 

group works in sectors of public health, food security, financial inclusion, gender, poverty 

alleviation, and energy access to develop data solutions in collaboration with stakeholders. 

By leveraging AI, the group adopts a human-centered approach to empower local and glob-

al communities based on their set of needs to better target, implement, and evaluate their 

programs and initiatives. 

Sample publications: “Dalberg Data Insights’ Mobile Money Dashboards Promote Financial Inclusion in Ugan-
da”; “What Are Hidden Data Treasures and How Can They Help Development Outcomes?”

DATA
https://data.org.uy

DATA is a civil society organization founded in April 2012 in Uruguay that works on open gov-

ernment, open data, access to public information and participation through the use of civic 

technology based on three pillars: social tools for participation, the use of open data, and 

strengthening communities and social activism. The outcomes – capacity building, commu-

nity building, and advocacy – are driven by the vision of DATA that public information, open 

data, transparency and civic technology are fundamental to a fair society, which requires the 

participation of informed people. 

Sample publications: “Open Data Catalog”; “Lecciones, experiencias y aprendizajes en el ámbito de gobier-
no abierto: el caso de DATA Uruguay”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Multinational

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge 

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Environment, Health, Gender, 

Economy, development, trade & 
finance, Food security

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Uruguay

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

Data & Society
https://datasociety.net

Data & Society is an independent non-profit research organization studying the social impli-

cations of data-centric technologies and automation to produce evidence to inform public 

debates about emerging technologies. It represents a strong community of scholars in in-

ternet governance. Its research includes topics such as AI, health, education, ethics, human 

rights and privacy. 

Sample publications: “Precision Medicine National Actor Map”; “The Responsive City: Engaging Communi-
ties Through Data-Smart Governance”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

community building

Sector:
Non-specific 

https://dalberg.com/what-we-do/dalberg-data-insights/
https://dalberg.com/our-ideas/dalberg-data-insights-mobile-money-dashboards-promote-financial-inclusion-uganda/
https://dalberg.com/our-ideas/dalberg-data-insights-mobile-money-dashboards-promote-financial-inclusion-uganda/
https://dalberg.com/our-ideas/what-are-hidden-data-treasuries-and-how-can-they-help-development-outcomes/
https://data.org.uy
https://data.org.uy/about-us/
https://data.org.uy/about-us/
https://data.org.uy/about-us/
https://catalogodatos.gub.uy/user/datauy
https://data.org.uy/inicio/blog/
https://repositorio.cepal.org/handle/11362/44767
https://repositorio.cepal.org/handle/11362/44767
https://repositorio.cepal.org/handle/11362/44767
https://data.org.uy/inicio/blog/
https://datasociety.net
https://datasociety.net/research/
https://datasociety.net/research/
https://datasociety.net/research/ai-on-the-ground/
https://datasociety.net/research/ai-on-the-ground/
https://datasociety.net/research/health-and-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/health-and-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/education-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/education-data/
https://datasociety.net/library/owning-ethics-corporate-logics-silicon-valley-and-the-institutionalization-of-ethics/
https://datasociety.net/library/owning-ethics-corporate-logics-silicon-valley-and-the-institutionalization-of-ethics/
https://datasociety.net/research/human-rights-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/human-rights-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/human-rights-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/privacy-data/
https://datasociety.net/research/privacy-data/
https://datasociety.net/library/precision-medicine-national-actor-map/
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/The+Responsive+City%3A+Engaging+Communities+Through+Data+Smart+Governance-p-9781118910900
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/The+Responsive+City%3A+Engaging+Communities+Through+Data+Smart+Governance-p-9781118910900
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Data Archiving and Networked Services (DANS)
https://dans.knaw.nl

DANS is the Dutch national center of expertise and repository for research data. It helps 

researchers make their data available for reuse. This allows researchers to use the data for 

new research and makes published research verifiable and reproducible. With more than 

180,000 datasets and a staff of 60, DANS is one of the leading repositories in Europe. 

Sample publications: “A milestone! NARCIS provides access to 900,000 open access scientific publications!”

DATA Biosphere
www.databiosphere.org

DATA Biosphere is a non-governmental organization that aspires to be a data platform for 

the biomedical research community. An open, compatible, and secure approach to data 

within the larger research community is the principle behind this organization. Its governing 

principles are modularity, community driven, open, and standards based. The platform col-

laborates with Terra, Gen3 Data Commons, and Dockstore. 

Sample publications: A milestone! NARCIS provides access to 900,000 open access scientific publications!

Geographic scope:
Europe

Country/Headquarters:
Netherlands

Type:
Research institution 

Objectives:
Data repository 

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building,  
Data aggregator  

Sector:
Justice, Environment,  

Health, Gender, Economy, 
development, trade & finance, 

Education, Transportation 
& Mobility

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Health

The Atlas

Data Coalition
www.datacoalition.org

Data Coalition is a coalition that advocates for responsible policies to make government 

data high-quality accessible and usable. The Coalition’s work unites the data communities 

that focus on data science, management, evaluation, statistics, and technology, including 

individuals in companies, non-profit organizations, and academia. The Coalition promotes 

policies that enable government data to be high quality, accessible, and usable; its policy 

priorities fall into six core categories: data sharing, evidence-based decision-making, gov-

ernment spending, innovation and emerging technology, market and regulatory technology 

data, and open data. 

Sample publications: “Federal Working Group Aims to Improve Demographic Data”; Blog; “DataShare: A Dig-
ital Series Exploring Sustainable Data Practices in Government”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

https://dans.knaw.nl
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/news/a-milestone-narcis-provides-access-to-900000-open-access-scientific-publications/
http://www.databiosphere.org
https://medium.com/@benedictpaten/a-data-biosphere-for-biomedical-research-d212bbfae95d
https://medium.com/@benedictpaten/a-data-biosphere-for-biomedical-research-d212bbfae95d
https://medium.com/@benedictpaten/a-data-biosphere-for-biomedical-research-d212bbfae95d
https://terra.bio/
https://terra.bio/
https://gen3.org/
https://gen3.org/
https://dockstore.org/
https://dockstore.org/
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/news/a-milestone-narcis-provides-access-to-900000-open-access-scientific-publications/
http://www.datacoalition.org
https://www.datacoalition.org/policy-issues/legislative-agenda/
https://www.datacoalition.org/policy-issues/legislative-agenda/
https://www.datacoalition.org/policy-issues/legislative-agenda/
https://www.datacoalition.org/policy-issues/legislative-agenda/
https://www.datacoalition.org/policy-issues/legislative-agenda/
https://www.datacoalition.org/federal-working-group-aims-to-improve-demographic-data/
https://www.datacoalition.org/briefing-room/blog/
https://www.datacoalition.org/briefing-room/blog/
https://www.datacoalition.org/datashare-a-digital-series-exploring-sustainable-data-practices-in-government/
https://www.datacoalition.org/datashare-a-digital-series-exploring-sustainable-data-practices-in-government/
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Data Collaboratives for Local Impact (DLCI)
https://dcli.co/

DLCI is a non-governmental organization that empowers individuals and communities in Af-

rica with the data skills they need to solve health, education, gender inequality, and econom-

ic growth challenges. DLCI uses a systems-approach to unlock the power of data, advance 

country leadership in improving lives, and build the skills that youth and women need to 

access opportunities within the global digital economy. Relevant programs include Tanzania 

Data Lab, a world class data and innovation lab that harnesses the potential of the data in 

solving local, regional, and global sustainable challenges through data and innovation. It of-

fers public resources and projects to improve data-informed decision-making. 

Sample publications: “Assessing Data Readiness of Sub-National Institutions Using the Data Compass”; “The 
Tanzanian Youth Data Engagement Strategy 2018-2023”

Data Commons
https://datacommons.org

Data Commons is a U.S. open-source repository that combines data from public datasets 

using mapped common entities. Its data sources include U.S. data, international data, bio-

medical data, COVID-19 data, and sustainability data. It includes visualization tools to explore 

and analyze data across different datasets without data cleaning or joining. It covers topics 

from demographics and economics to emissions and the climate. The benefit of aggregated 

data from across multiple data sets in a single graph is that it becomes much easier to build 

connections across data sets. 

Sample publications: Blog; Enabled publications by this repository.

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

https://dcli.co/
https://dlab.or.tz/
https://dlab.or.tz/
https://dlab.or.tz/
https://dcli.co/resources/roadmap/
https://dcli.co/resources/roadmap/
https://dcli.co/resources/roadmap/
https://dcli.co/resources/roadmap/
https://dcli.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Data-Compass-Report_FINAL.pdf
https://dcli.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/The-Tanzania-Youth-Data-Strategy-2018-2023.pdf
https://dcli.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/The-Tanzania-Youth-Data-Strategy-2018-2023.pdf
https://datacommons.org
https://docs.datacommons.org/datasets/
https://docs.datacommons.org/datasets/
https://datacommons.org/about
https://datacommons.org/about
https://datacommons.org/about
https://datacommons.org/about
https://docs.datacommons.org/blog.html
https://docs.datacommons.org/tutorials/
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Data Documentation Initiative Alliance
https://ddialliance.org

Data Documentation Initiative Alliance is an international coalition dedicated to establishing 

metadata standards and semantic products for describing social science data, data cover-

ing human activity, and other data based on observational methods. The purpose of the co-

alition is to oversee the continued development of DDI standards, promote the adoption of 

DDI metadata standards, support the development of training programs, ensure compatibil-

ity of DDI standards, and balance the interests of a diverse community of stakeholders. The 

membership of the Alliance consists of stakeholder organizations that assume responsibility 

for the development and stewardship of DDI metadata standards and semantic products.  

Membership is open to organizations from around the globe regardless of discipline or sec-

tor. The Scientific Board with seven elected members oversees the scientific and technical 

work. The Alliance offers  resources and products to its members, including DDI Codebook, 

DDI LifeCycle, and Controlled Vocabularies. 

Sample publications: “Data Documentation Initiative: Implementation and Governance”; “Extracting Metada-
ta From the Data Analysis Workflow”; “Metadata for the Longitudinal Data Life Cycle”; “Work Flows – Data 
Discovery and Dissemination: User Perspective”; “What Can the Data Documentation Initiative (DDI_ Do for 
Comparative Surveys?”; “DDI Alliance Strategic Plan, 2021-2023”

Data Economy Lab (Aapti) 
https://thedataeconomylab.com

The Lab is a dynamic public research space to think through legal, policy, governance, and 

technological issues. It was established in 2019 by the Aapti Institute to examine lived expe-

riences at the intersection of technology and society and to think through questions around 

data stewardship, a paradigm of governance that can unlock the societal value of data, em-

power users/communities to participate in data decision-making while preserving privacy 

and rights. The Lab builds its work on the foundation of four blocks for responsible data gov-

ernance: creating knowledge, amplifying narratives, building communities, and translating 

theory into practice. It compiled a list, Data Stewardship Explorer, of 150 initiatives around 

the globe that act as data intermediaries or stewards of data. The Lab generates insights 

for policy making and technology development based on grounded research and analysis. 

Its projects include Data Governance Deep Dives on data stewardship for the agricultural 

sector, frameworks for alternative data governance, data monetization, data cooperatives 

for the energy sector, and the cooperative model. 

Sample publications: “Stewarding Data for Sate & Inclusive Cities”; “Trust Law, Fiduciaries, and Data Trusts”; 
“Community Data Governance”; “Enabling Data Sharing for Social Benefit Through Data Trust”; “Empowering 
Civil Society Organizations to Be Better Data Guardians”; “Policy Pathways and Governance Principles to Ena-
ble Data Stewardship”; “Health Data Sharing Being Set Up to Fail by a Regulatory Mashup”; “Data Governance 
Deep Dives #3: Data Cooperatives for the Energy Sector”; “Data Governance Deep Dives #1: The Cooperative 
Model”; “Health Data Governance: Empowering Communities to Effectively Manage Their Data”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
India

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge building, 

Advocacy

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment, 

Health

The Atlas

https://ddialliance.org
https://ddialliance.org/about-the-alliance
https://ddialliance.org/about-the-alliance
https://ddialliance.org/about-the-alliance
https://ddialliance.org/ddi-membership
https://ddialliance.org/ddi-membership
https://ddialliance.org/membership/how-to-join
https://ddialliance.org/node/939
https://ddialliance.org/node/939
https://ddialliance.org/learn/resources
https://ddialliance.org/products/overview-of-current-products
https://ddialliance.org/products/overview-of-current-products
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/bp/DDIBestPractices_ImplementationAndGovernance.doc.pdf
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/ExtractingMetadataFromTheDataAnalysisWorkflow.pdf
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/ExtractingMetadataFromTheDataAnalysisWorkflow.pdf
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/MetadataForTheLongitudinalDataLifeCycle.pdf
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/bp/DDIBestPractices_Workflows-DiscoveryAndDissemination.doc.pdf
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/bp/DDIBestPractices_Workflows-DiscoveryAndDissemination.doc.pdf
https://ddialliance.org/what-can-the-data-documentation-initiative-ddi-do-for-comparative-surveys
https://ddialliance.org/what-can-the-data-documentation-initiative-ddi-do-for-comparative-surveys
https://ddialliance.org/sites/default/files/DDIAlliance_Strategic_Plan_2021-2023.pdf
https://thedataeconomylab.com
https://thedataeconomylab.com/category/featured/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/category/featured/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/stewardship-explorer/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/stewardship-explorer/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/05/04/data-governance-deep-dives-4-data-monetisation/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/05/04/data-governance-deep-dives-4-data-monetisation/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/21/data-governance-deep-dives-6-data-stewardship-for-the-agricultural-sector/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/21/data-governance-deep-dives-6-data-stewardship-for-the-agricultural-sector/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/21/data-governance-deep-dives-6-data-stewardship-for-the-agricultural-sector/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/21/data-governance-deep-dives-5-frameworks-for-alternative-data-governance/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/21/data-governance-deep-dives-5-frameworks-for-alternative-data-governance/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2020/10/30/stewarding-data-for-safe-and-inclusive-cities/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2020/10/15/trust-law-fiduciaries-and-data-trusts/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2020/10/29/community-data-governance-and-its-application-for-migrant-communities-in-urban-india/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/10/enabling-data-sharing-for-social-benefit-through-data-trusts-a-top-down-analysis-of-legal-frameworks-for-data-trusts/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/08/10/enabling-data-sharing-for-social-benefit-through-data-trusts-a-top-down-analysis-of-legal-frameworks-for-data-trusts/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/05/06/empowering-civil-society-organizations-to-be-better-data-guardians/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/05/06/empowering-civil-society-organizations-to-be-better-data-guardians/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/11/18/policy-pathways-and-governance-principles-to-enable-data-stewardship/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/11/18/policy-pathways-and-governance-principles-to-enable-data-stewardship/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/06/10/health-data-sharing/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/04/07/data-governance-deep-dive-3/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/04/07/data-governance-deep-dive-3/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2020/12/02/data-governance-deep-dives-1-the-cooperative-model/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2020/12/02/data-governance-deep-dives-1-the-cooperative-model/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/2021/05/25/health-data-governance-empowering-communities-to-effectively-manage-their-data/
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Data Elevates 
www.dataelevates.com

Data Elevates is a private global organization whose mission is to train the next generation 

in using data for development, to build demand and capacity for data use in social impact 

organization, and to connect those trained on data use with the growing market for their 

skills. The group executes their mission by working with public and private organizations 

around the world to build professional capacities in data literacy, analysis, and visualization 

and by community building through competition-based events like hackathons and con-

necting data professionals to jobs.  

Sample publications: Current Projects Sample publications: Current Projects

Data Feminist Network 
www.datafeminismnetwork.org

Data Feminist Network is a global non-profit organization with a mission to expand knowl-

edge of data feminism to promote equitable and gender-sensitive data systems for inclusive 

decision-making. The group executes its mission by networking, advocacy, and community 

building through virtual lounges, book clubs, podcast, and creating safe spaces for women 

and marginalized individuals. 

Sample publications: “What is Data Feminism?”; “Invisible Women: Study Guide”; “Data Feminism Study Guide”

Data for Black Lives 
https://d4bl.org

Data for Black Lives is a U.S.-based non-profit organization committed to using data science 

to create concrete and measurable change in the lives of black people. The group executes 

its mission through networking and programs like Abolish Big Data, hubs, and policy working 

groups exploring alternative models of data governance. 

Sample publications: Blog

Data for Good
https://dataforgood.ca

Data for Good is a volunteer-driven organization in Canada devoted to empowering social 

change through the use of data. More than 8,000 volunteers – data scientists, architects, 

computer scientists, IT engineers, and marketers – share advice through hands-on data 

events. 

Sample publications: Case studies

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Gender

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

http://www.dataelevates.com
https://www.dataelevates.com/services
https://www.dataelevates.com/services
https://www.dataelevates.com/projects
https://www.dataelevates.com/projects
http://www.datafeminismnetwork.org
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/about
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/dfn-lounge
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/dfn-lounge
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/book-club
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/book-club
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/podcast
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/podcast
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/what-is-data-feminism
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/_files/ugd/06f7eb_9559e783eb2242d7a32177ca1e05f241.pdf
https://www.datafeminismnetwork.org/_files/ugd/06f7eb_d67d8077aeb14492a2e3e4c81444ea9b.pdf
https://d4bl.org
https://d4bl.org/programs.html
https://blog.d4bl.org/
https://dataforgood.ca
https://dataforgood.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/What-is-Data-for-Good-20190610.pdf
https://dataforgood.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/What-is-Data-for-Good-20190610.pdf
https://dataforgood.ca/case-studies/
https://dataforgood.ca/case-studies/
https://dataforgood.ca/case-studies/
https://dataforgood.ca/case-studies/
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Data Foundation 
www.datafoundation.org

Data Foundation is a non-profit think tank in the United States that seeks to improve govern-

ment and society by using data to inform public policymaking. Through research and educa-

tional activities, the group addresses relevant, emerging data-related needs in the country 

with the goal of devising realistic solutions, accelerating policy coordination, and advancing 

innovation. Its programs include Data Coalition, a membership-based initiative advocating 

for responsible policies to make government data high-quality accessible and usable. 

Sample publications: “CDO Insights: 2021 Survey Results on the Maturation of Data Governance in U.S. Fed-
eral Agencies”; “Introducing the ‘Innovations in Data’ Series”  

Data Future Lab 
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab

Data Future Lab is a global experimental space where Mozilla team, grantees and fellows 

learn from each other and instigate new approaches to data stewardship challenges. It pro-

vides funding, scaffolding for collaboration, convening around emerging ideas, and a place 

to workshop approaches to data stewardship, which give greater control and agency to 

people. The group executes its mission by producing research that (i) informs the strategy of 

the Research Lab and contributes to the knowledge base of the data stewardship field, and 

(ii) explores how power can be shifted through data governance in a collaborative research 

series Data for Empowerment. The Lab supports projects and facilitates cross-network col-

laboration and engagement. 

Sample publications: “Read Me: About This Research”; “What Does it Mean? Shifting Power Through Data 
Governance”; Data Futures Lab Glossary

Data Governance Institute 
https://datagovernance.com

Data Governance Institute is the industry’s oldest and best-known source of in-depth Data 

Governance best practices and guidance. Founded in 2003 by Gwen Thomas, primary au-

thor of the DGI Data Governance Framework, it’s the number one recognized name in the in-

dustry, with practitioners around the world consistently reporting that they have based their 

programs on the DGI Data Governance Framework and supporting materials. Its resources 

include the Data Governance Basics, Data Governance Framework & Components, Online 

Data Management Training Center, and Bookstore. 

Sample publications: “Governance and Stewardship”; “Goals and Principles of Data Governance”; Data Gov-
ernance Glossary; Practical Guidance Blog (a wealth of knowledge on data strategy, data governance, and 
realizing value from information assets); Stakeholder Conversations

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

http://www.datafoundation.org
https://www.datacoalition.org/
https://www.datacoalition.org/
https://www.datafoundation.org/cdo-insights-report-2021
https://www.datafoundation.org/cdo-insights-report-2021
https://www.datafoundation.org/blog-list/introducing-the-innovations-in-data-series/2022
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/learning/#lab-research
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/'
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/'
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/readme-about-this-research/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/shifting-power-through-data-governance/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/shifting-power-through-data-governance/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/
https://datagovernance.com
https://datagovernance.com/the-data-governance-basics/
https://datagovernance.com/the-data-governance-basics/
https://datagovernance.com/data-governance-framework-components/
https://datagovernance.com/data-governance-framework-components/
https://datagovernance.com/online-data-management-training-center/
https://datagovernance.com/online-data-management-training-center/
https://datagovernance.com/bookstore/
https://datagovernance.com/bookstore/
https://datagovernance.com/the-data-governance-basics/governance-and-stewardship/
https://datagovernance.com/the-data-governance-basics/goals-and-principles-for-data-governance/
https://datagovernance.com/the-data-governance-basics/data-governance-glossary/
https://datagovernance.com/the-data-governance-basics/data-governance-glossary/
https://datagovernance.com/practical-guidance/
https://datagovernance.com/practical-guidance/
https://datagovernance.com/data-cartoons-from-the-data-governance-institute/
https://datagovernance.com/data-cartoons-from-the-data-governance-institute/
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Data Governance Network 
https://datagovernance.org

Data Governance Network is a non-governmental organization in India that over the next 

two years hopes to develop a self-sustaining, multidisciplinary community of professionals 

that can inform good governance practices and the trajectory of India’s digital economy. It 

aims to achieve its mission by bringing together institutional and individual experts, con-

vening stakeholders across industry, government and academia, and fueling an engine of 

implementable policy research. 

Sample publications: “Beyond Data Bodies: New Directions for a Feminist Theory of Data Sovereignty”; “Gov-
erning the Resource of Data: To What End and for Whom?”

Data Natives Network 
https://datanatives.io/

Data Natives Network is Europe’s largest meeting point for the data-driven generation and 

world’s largest community of data-driven professionals. Its mission is to bring together di-

verse strands of the global tech community and educate and inspire community members 

to shape the innovations of tomorrow. The Network executes its mission through bringing 

together hackers to participate in online hackathons and through a series of virtual meetups 

that shift the focus to a human-centered approach to tech. It organizes the Data Natives 

conference in 2022. 

Sample publications: Magazine

Data Governance Professionals Organization (DGPO)  
https://dgpo.org

DGPO is a U.S. non-profit association of business, IT, and data professionals dedicated to 

advancing the discipline of data governance. Its objective is to provide a forum that fosters 

discussion and networking for members and to encourage, develop, and advance the skills 

of members working in the data governance discipline. Content only available for members. 

Membership: https://dgpo.org/membership/ 

Sample publications: “EDM Council’s Data Management Capability Model”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
India

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

community building

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building

Sector:
Media, Economy,  

development, trade & finance,  
Food security

The Atlas

https://datagovernance.org
https://datagovernance.org/report/beyond-data-bodies-new-directions-for-a-feminist-theory-of-data-sovereignty
https://datagovernance.org/report/governing-the-resource-of-data-to-what-end-and-for-whom-conceptual-building-blocks-of-a-semi-commons-approach
https://datagovernance.org/report/governing-the-resource-of-data-to-what-end-and-for-whom-conceptual-building-blocks-of-a-semi-commons-approach
https://datanatives.io/
https://datanatives.io/hackathon/
https://datanatives.io/conference/open-forum/
https://datanatives.io/conference/open-forum/
https://datanatives.io/conference/open-forum/
https://datanatives.io/conference/open-forum/
https://datanatives.io/magazine/
https://dgpo.org
https://dgpo.org/membership/
https://dgpo.org/membership/
https://dgpo.org/resources/
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Data Policy Center 
https://cipit.strathmore.edu/?page_id=9355

Data Policy Center at Strathmore University is a research center to study, create and share 

knowledge on the development of intellectual property and information technology. The 

long-term goal of the DPC is to contribute to the body of evidence available for those influ-

encing policy in the areas of data protection, data bias, open data, and other issues pertain-

ing to data governance with a focus on issues relevant to the Global South. 

Sample publications: “The Gap in Kenyan Based International Personal Data Transfers: Adequacy Consider-
ations”, “Data Protection in the Kenyan Banking Sector”  

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
Kenya

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge building

Sector:
Health, Economy, development, 

trade & finance

Data Pop Alliance 
https://datapopalliance.org

Data Pop Alliance is a collaborative laboratory in the United States created by the Harvard 

Humanitarian Initiative, MIT Connection Science, and Overseas Development Institute. It 

brings together researchers, experts, practitioners, and activists to change the world with 

data through three pillars of work: diagnosing local realities and human problems with data 

and AI; mobilizing capacities, communities, and ideas towards more data literate societies, 

and transforming the systems and processes that underpin our societies and countries. Its 

programs include Diagnose, Mobilize, and Transform. 

Sample publications: “Regional Study on Big Data for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the 
Caribbean”; “World Bank Crisis Risk Finance Analytics Strategic Review, Dissemination, and Technical Design 
on Big Data and Technology for Financial Resilience”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Data2X 
https://data2x.org

Data2X is a collaborative technical and advocacy platform dedicated to improving the qual-

ity, availability and use of gender data in order to make a practical difference in the lives of 

women and girls worldwide. Part of the United Nations Foundation, Data2X works with U.N. 

agencies, governments, civil society, academics, and the private sector to close gender data 

gaps, promote expanded and unbiased gender data collection, and use gender data to im-

prove policies, strategies, and decision-making. 

Sample publications: Glossary; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Gender

The Atlas

https://cipit.strathmore.edu/?page_id=9355
https://cipit.strathmore.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Principles-Personal-Data-Transfers-Policy-Brief-Final-min.pdf
https://cipit.strathmore.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Principles-Personal-Data-Transfers-Policy-Brief-Final-min.pdf
https://cipit.strathmore.edu/?page_id=9355#1623602583488-103d35c6-f435
https://datapopalliance.org
https://datapopalliance.org/about/vision-and-members/
https://datapopalliance.org/diagnose/
https://datapopalliance.org/diagnose/
https://datapopalliance.org/mobilize/
https://datapopalliance.org/mobilize/
https://datapopalliance.org/transform/
https://datapopalliance.org/transform/
https://datapopalliance.org/publications/estudio-regional-en-big-data-para-el-desarrollo-sostenible/
https://datapopalliance.org/publications/estudio-regional-en-big-data-para-el-desarrollo-sostenible/
https://datapopalliance.org/publications/the-potential-of-earth-observation-big-data-artificial-intelligence-and-machine-learning-to-improve-financial-risk-management/
https://datapopalliance.org/publications/the-potential-of-earth-observation-big-data-artificial-intelligence-and-machine-learning-to-improve-financial-risk-management/
https://data2x.org
https://unfoundation.org/
https://unfoundation.org/
https://data2x.org/glossary/
https://data2x.org/the-2x-take/
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Data4change 
www.data4chan.ge

Data4change is a London-based non-profit global network of creative talent collaborating 

at the intersection of data, design, technology and journalism on projects that forge real 

change and have lasting impact. The network helps to transform data into accessible and 

engaging content through projects created in collaboration with non-profit organizations 

tackling pressing social, political, and environmental issues. 

Sample publications: “The Price of Speaking Up”; “377 Total Shutdowns”; “Hear the Blind Spot”; “Al Bedaya 
– The Beginning”

Data for Development Network (D4D.net)
https://www.d4d.net

D4D.net is a global research cooperative that works to strengthen collaboration across a 

broad network of stakeholders by developing and mobilizing the knowledge needed to ad-

vance the use of data to address critical development challenges across the Global South.

Programs include the Global Index on Responsible AI, Global Data Barometer, Open Data 

for Development, and Data for Gender Equality. It starts with a simple premise – The re-

sponsible use of data can help us to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

understand the impact of the COVID crisis, or identify key priority areas for development 

programming to be addressed in the future. However, we need to know more, share what 

we know, and be willing to work together for the public good. 

Sample publications: “Global Data Barometer”; “Designing a Rights-based Global Index on Responsible AI”; 
“The State of Open Data”

DataCite
https://datacite.org

DataCite is a leading global non-profit organization that aims to improve data citation in or-

der to establish easier access to research data. It provides persistent identifiers (DOIs) for 

research data and other research outputs. Organizations within the research community 

join DataCite as members to be able to assign DOIs to all their research outputs. This way, 

their outputs become discoverable and associated metadata is made available to the com-

munity. DataCite promotes data sharing and citation through community-building efforts and 

outreach activities. It advances its mission through working groups such as the Metadata 

Working Group and the Services and Technology Steering Group. 

Sample publications: “DOI Basics”; “DataCite DOI Display Guidelines”: “Connecting Research Outputs”; 
“DataCite REST API Guide”; “DataCite Metadata Schema 4.4”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Economy, development,  

trade & finance

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge, capacity and  
community building 

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

http://www.data4chan.ge
https://www.data4chan.ge/our-work/price-of-speaking-up
https://www.data4chan.ge/our-work/keep-it-on
https://www.data4chan.ge/our-work/hear-the-blind-spot
https://www.data4chan.ge/our-work/al-bedaya
https://www.data4chan.ge/our-work/al-bedaya
https://www.d4d.net
https://www.d4d.net/activities
http://globaldatabarometer.org/
https://www.d4d.net/news/designing-a-rights-based-global-index-on-responsible-ai/
https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/
https://datacite.org
https://datacite.org/documents/Metadata_WG_ToR.pdf
https://datacite.org/documents/Metadata_WG_ToR.pdf
https://datacite.org/documents/STSG_ToR.pdf
https://datacite.org/documents/STSG_ToR.pdf
https://support.datacite.org/docs/doi-basics
https://support.datacite.org/docs/datacite-doi-display-guidelines
https://support.datacite.org/docs/connecting-research-outputs
https://support.datacite.org/docs/api
https://support.datacite.org/docs/datacite-metadata-schema-44
https://blog.datacite.org/
https://blog.datacite.org/
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DataKind 
www.datakind.org

DataKind is a mission-driven not-profit organization that leverages data science for the 

greater good, from battling hunger to advocating for child well-being. It helps social change 

organizations to use data science to achieve their missions. By bringing together pro-bono 

top data scientists and volunteers with social change organizations to collaborate to max-

imize social impact, DataKind works to tackle critical humanitarian issues in the areas of 

education, poverty, health, human rights, the environment and cities. From DataDive events 

to Community events and to DataCorps projects, DataKind translates social needs into data 

science problems and solves them with advanced analytics. For example, it helped Amnesty 

International develop an algorithm to predict human rights violations. 

Sample publications: “Introducing the DataKind Playbook”; “Our Ethics + Responsible Data Science Practic-
es at DataKind”; “Increasing Data Capacity in the Social Sector”; Blog

Datalat
www.datalat.org

Datalat is a non-governmental organization that promotes a data culture based on openness 

and effective use in order to create innovative solutions for decision making. The group fos-

ters the creation of capacities, the use of methodologies, open tools and applied research. It 

executes its mission through programs on climate, gender, open data, and data visualization 

as well as education, networking and community building. 

Sample publications: “Open Data, Big Data and Open Government: Are They the Same?”; Blog

DataOne Federation
www.dataone.org

DataOne Federation is a community-driven federated network of data repositories operated 

by research centers, universities, non-profit organizations, citizen science initiatives, govern-

ment and non-government organizations. The repositories of member organizations become 

available in DataOne search once the member submits its data to one of the DataOne repos-

itories. Funded by the U.S. National Science Foundation, the Observation Network for Earth 

(DataOne) is the worldwide community of Earth observation data authors, users, and diverse 

stakeholders. It supports enhanced search and discovery of Earth and environmental data. 

DataOne launched metrics visualizations for datasets through the search and discovery plat-

form. These standardized metrics include live counts of citations, downloads, and views for 

each dataset in the network. A network of 44 member repositories share data, infrastructure 

and expertise. The network also offers webinars and data management training. 

Sample publications: “Data Policies for Public Participation in Scientific Research: A Primer”; “Primer on Data 
management”; “Portals Tutorial

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge, 

capacity and  community 
building

Sector:
Environment, Economy, 

development, trade & finance, 
Education, Gender, Health

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Ecuador

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge, capacity and  
community building 

Sector:
Environment 

The Atlas

http://www.datakind.org
https://www.datakind.org/datadive
https://www.datakind.org/community-events/
https://www.datakind.org/community-events/
https://www.datakind.org/datacorps
https://www.datakind.org/blog/introducing-the-datakind-playbook
https://www.datakind.org/blog/our-ethics-responsible-data-science-practices-at-datakind
https://www.datakind.org/blog/our-ethics-responsible-data-science-practices-at-datakind
https://www.datakind.org/blog/increasing-data-capacity-in-the-social-sector-lessons-from-datakind-san-franciscos-launch-of-data-ad
https://www.datakind.org/blog/introducing-the-datakind-playbook
https://www.datakind.org/blog/introducing-the-datakind-playbook
http://www.datalat.org
https://www.datalat.org/que-hacemos
https://www.datalat.org/que-hacemos
https://www.datalat.org/proyectos/congreso-nacional-de-datos-abiertos-y-metadatos
https://www.datalat.org/proyectos/fortalecimiento-de-capacidades-en-visualizacion-de-datos-con-enfoque-de-genero
http://51.158.108.31/
https://www.datalat.org/eventosdatalat
https://www.datalat.org/blog
https://www.datalat.org/blog
https://www.datalat.org/blog
http://www.dataone.org
https://search.dataone.org/data
https://search.dataone.org/data
https://www.dataone.org/network/
https://www.dataone.org/webinars/
https://www.dataone.org/training
https://old.dataone.org/sites/all/documents/DataPolicyGuide.pdf
https://old.dataone.org/sites/all/documents/DataONE_BP_Primer_020212.pdf
https://old.dataone.org/sites/all/documents/DataONE_BP_Primer_020212.pdf
https://www.dataone.org/portals-tutorial/
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DataReady 
https://dataready.org

DataReady is a private organization that aims to help the sustainable development and hu-

manitarian sectors navigate the complexities of data governance. The company works from 

an international level, supporting the development of normative principles and standards 

for data use, down to an individual company or organizational level, where it designs and 

produces data management strategies, policies and protocols. At an organizational level, 

DataReady strengthens people’s and organizations’ knowledge of digital data and how it 

can be used responsibly. DataReady does not build data dashboards or IT systems but 

helps craft the policies and protocols that guide their use across communities of practice. 

The group supports governments, international development organizations, non-govern-

mental organizations and companies with the creation of data policies and promotion of 

data interoperability. It worked with the U.N. to help manage data openly and responsibly and 

advised the WHO on its data sharing practices.

Sample publications: “Introducing the Joined-up Data Maturity Assessment”; “Covid-19 Data and Data Shar-
ing Agreements. The potential of sunset clauses and sunset provisions”; “The data revolution enters the next 
phase”; “The moral imperative for a human rights-based data revolution”; Case studies

dataskydd 
https://dataskydd.net

dataskydd is an independent, non-profit association in Sweden whose purpose is to work 

for informed decisions about legislation and technology in accordance with the fundamen-

tal rights to data protection and personal integrity. Its mission is better protection of human 

rights in Sweden, including privacy. Its knowledge building and advocacy efforts include 

mapping EU’s data protection packages, data storages and other breaches of privacy, col-

lecting gossip from Brussels, analyzing political documents, and activities that can be car-

ried out locally in Sweden.

Sample publications: “Swedish municipalities data protection practices”

Datasphere Initiative
www.thedatasphere.org

Datasphere Initiative is a non-governmental organization whose mission is to build agile 

frameworks to responsibly unlock the value of data for all. Driven by core values of open-

ness, collaboration, empowerment, boldness, purposefulness, and persistence, the Initiative 

is a global network bringing together stakeholders by the vision of collaboratively governed 

Datashpere. Through three programs to facilitate dialogue, develop evidence-based intelli-

gence, and catalyze concrete innovations, both technical and normative, the Initiative aims 

to foster a systems approach to data governance.

Sample publications: “We Need to Talk About Data”; “Hello Datasphere – Towards a System Approach to 
Data Governance”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge and capacity 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Sweden

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge building, 

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Switzerland

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

https://dataready.org
https://dataready.org/casestudy/supporting-efforts-to-demystify-data-sharing-agreements/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/supporting-efforts-to-demystify-data-sharing-agreements/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/working-with-gpsdd-to-promote-data-interoperability/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/working-with-gpsdd-to-promote-data-interoperability/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/helping-the-united-nations-manage-its-data-openly-and-responsibly/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/helping-the-united-nations-manage-its-data-openly-and-responsibly/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/advising-the-who-on-its-data-sharing-practices-in-non-emergency-contexts/
https://dataready.org/casestudy/advising-the-who-on-its-data-sharing-practices-in-non-emergency-contexts/
https://www.data4sdgs.org/sites/default/files/file_uploads/Joined_Up_Data_Maturity_Assessment_draft5.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b4f63e14eddec374f416232/t/5fa5d787c84ebc45ac6614b9/1604704136600/C4DC+Sunset+report+%281%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b4f63e14eddec374f416232/t/5fa5d787c84ebc45ac6614b9/1604704136600/C4DC+Sunset+report+%281%29.pdf
https://apolitical.co/solution-articles/en/the-data-revolution-enters-the-next-phase
https://apolitical.co/solution-articles/en/the-data-revolution-enters-the-next-phase
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news/moral-imperative-human-rights-based-data-revolution
https://dataready.org/casestudy/
https://dataskydd.net
https://dataskydd.net/kommunundersokningen/
http://www.thedatasphere.org
https://a3bfcbf7-29fa-4c30-b4c1-e1680332a769.usrfiles.com/ugd/a3bfcb_7ed26984b8164c5bb80f9afdc72d6817.pdf
https://connect.internetjurisdiction.net/zs/WsB8Ty
https://medium.com/@thedatasphere/hello-datasphere-towards-a-systems-approach-to-data-governance-d602f96c9e1d
https://medium.com/@thedatasphere/hello-datasphere-towards-a-systems-approach-to-data-governance-d602f96c9e1d
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Dataversity
www.dataversity.net

Dataversity is a global producer of educational resources for business and IT professionals 

on the uses and management of data. The team strives to provide high-quality content to a 

worldwide community of practitioners, experts, and developers who participate in and ben-

efit from face-to-face hosted conferences, free online events, live webinars, white papers, 

online training, daily news, articles and blogs. Its mission is to provide the single best source 

of education for those working with data in their professional life.

Sample publications: “Taking the right steps to implement data governance and data stewardship”; “The dis-
tributed cloud and data governance”; “A brief history of data silos”

Datos El Salvador
https://datoselsalvador.org

Datos El Salvador creates open data strategies for public institutions, strengthening the 

open data ecosystem in El Salvador. Its mission is executed through training and workshops, 

and the development and support for public institutions to create and implement open data 

roadmaps and portals.

Samplepublications: Blog

Development Gateway
https://developmentgateway.org

Development Gateway is a non-governmental organization that researches data ecosys-

tems to identify incentives and barriers to data use; builds technical tools to support data 

analysis, visualization, and management; and advises on data strategy and policy to strength-

en data-driven decision-making. The group executes its mission through research, providing 

technical solutions, advising and developing digital transformation strategies.

Sample publications: “Designing Data Strategies: A Playbook for Action”; Blog 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Multinational

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building 

Sector:
Agriculture, Education, 

Environment, Health, Gender, 
Transportation & mobility

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and capacity 

building 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
El Salvador

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and capacity 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

http://www.dataversity.net
https://training.dataversity.net/
https://www.dataversity.net/taking-right-steps-implement-data-governance-data-stewardship/
https://www.dataversity.net/the-distributed-cloud-and-data-governance/
https://www.dataversity.net/the-distributed-cloud-and-data-governance/
https://www.dataversity.net/a-brief-history-of-data-silos/
https://datoselsalvador.org
https://datoselsalvador.org/blog/
https://developmentgateway.org
https://developmentgateway.org/research/
https://developmentgateway.org/build/
https://developmentgateway.org/build/
https://developmentgateway.org/advise/
https://developmentgateway.org/advise/
https://developmentgateway.org/publication_landing/designing-data-strategies-a-playbook-for-action/
https://datoselsalvador.org/blog/
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Development Initiatives (DI)
https://devinit.org

DI is an independent international development organization located in the U.K. that focuses 

on the role of data in driving poverty eradication and sustainable development. Its mission is 

dedicated to improving information for other non-governmental organizations, governments, 

donors and businesses about resources and decision-making to drive better outcomes with 

data. The group’s vision is a world without poverty that invests in human security and where 

everyone shares the benefits of opportunity and growth. Its projects include Data to Sup-

port Disability Inclusion and Improving Evidence on Nutrition with MQSUN+. Its platform also 

offers a range of data tools and datasets.

Sample publications: “Data Disharmony: How Can Donors Better Act on Their Commitments?”; “The Data 
Side of Leaving One Behind” 

Digital Asia Hub
www.digitalasiahub.org

Digital Asia Hub is a non-governmental organization based in Hong Kong. The Hub was 

incubated by The Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University and 

a diverse group of academic, civil society, and private sector partners. The Hub provides a 

non-partisan, open, and collaborative platform for research, knowledge sharing and capac-

ity building related to Internet and Society issues with focus on digital Asia. The Hub also 

aims to strengthen effective multistakeholder discourse, with both local and regional activ-

ities, and will contribute to – and itself serve as a node of – a larger network of academic 

organizations: the Global Network of Internet & Society Centers (the “NoC”). Its programs 

include Platform Futures and Online Research Sprint.

Sample publications: “Small Books for Big Platforms – Data: Opportunities and Challenges”; “The Next Digital 
Decade - Policy Approaches from Asia”

Digital Civil Society Lab (Stanford)
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/research/digital-civil-society-lab

Digital Civil Society Lab (Stanford) is an academic organization that aims to understand and 

inform civil society in a digitally dependent world, with strong focus on the U.S. The Lab 

brings together scholars, practitioners, policy makers and students across four intercon-

nected domains that shape a thriving and independent digital civil society: organizations, 

technology, policy, and values. Its research focuses on the transformation of civil society in 

the digital age. The Lab also offers courses for an emerging generation who will shape the 

future of digital civil society.

Sample publications: “Decoding Digital Democracy in Africa”; “Philanthropy and Digital Civil Society: Blueprint”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom, United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
South Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Hong Kong

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge building

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

https://devinit.org
https://devinit.org/what-we-do/what-we-are-working-on/data-support-disability-inclusion/
https://devinit.org/what-we-do/what-we-are-working-on/data-support-disability-inclusion/
https://devinit.org/what-we-do/what-we-are-working-on/improving-evidence-nutrition-mqsun/
https://devinit.org/what-we-do/what-we-are-working-on/improving-evidence-nutrition-mqsun/
https://devinit.org/data/?nav=header
https://devinit.org/data/?nav=header
https://devinit.org/resources/data-disharmony-how-can-donors-better-act-on-their-commitments/
https://devinit.org/resources/data-side-leaving-no-one-behind/
https://devinit.org/resources/data-side-leaving-no-one-behind/
http://www.digitalasiahub.org
https://cyber.harvard.edu/research/network_of_centers
https://cyber.harvard.edu/research/network_of_centers
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/platform-futures/
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/platform-futures/
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/call-for-participants-online-research-sprint-march-may-2021/
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/call-for-participants-online-research-sprint-march-may-2021/
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/2021/06/08/small-books-for-big-platforms-data-opportunities-and-challenges/
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/2021/09/14/rsvp-launch-the-next-digital-decade-policy-approaches-from-asia/
https://www.digitalasiahub.org/2021/09/14/rsvp-launch-the-next-digital-decade-policy-approaches-from-asia/
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/research/digital-civil-society-lab
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/research/digital-civil-society-lab/research/
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/research/digital-civil-society-lab/courses/
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/research/digital-civil-society-lab/courses/
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/publication/decoding-digital-democracy-in-africa-2/
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/publication/philanthropy-and-digital-civil-society-blueprint-2022/
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Digital Council Africa
www.digitalcouncil.africa

Digital Council Africa is an independent, not-for-profit organization with a business member-

ship composition that seeks dialogue with all stakeholders on how to maximize the societal 

benefits of digital and data-driven technologies to increase equality and inclusivity, well-be-

ing and digital adoption in Africa. Established in 2010 under the banner of the FTTx Council 

Africa, the Digital Council supports and educates governments, policy makers and political 

leaders on technology and data issues facing the continent.

Sample publications: Conext Newsletter

Digital Legal Lab
www.sectorplandls.nl

Digital Legal Lab is an interuniversity research center on law and digital technologies. Re-

searchers from four Dutch universities work collaboratively on important questions related 

to the digitalization of law. They explore how algorithms, data, automation and AI affect the 

legal system and society.

Sample publications: “Data After Death - Legal Aspects of Digital Inheritances”; Podcast 

Digital Public
www.digitalpublic.io

Digital Public is a U.S. public interest digital governance organization. It designs and builds 

tools that empower communities to protect their digital futures. The group executes its mis-

sion through advocacy, advisory, and research.

Sample publications: Digital Public Writing

Digital Public Goods Alliance
https://digitalpublicgoods.net

Digital Public Goods Alliance is a global multistakeholder initiative jointly supported by the cur-

rent co-hosting entities, the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad), UNDP, 

and UNICEF, with a mission to accelerate the attainment of the sustainable development goals 

in low- and middle-income countries by facilitating the discovery, development, use of, and 

investment in digital public goods. The Alliance executes its mission by (i) launching in 2021 

its 5-year Strategy that lays the groundwork for collaboration with governments, industry, the 

U.N., and civil society and (ii) developing a Roadmap tool capturing stakeholder activities.

Sample publications: Blog, “Financial Inclusion DPGs Digital Public Infrastructures Final Report”; “Health 
DPGs Immunization Delivery Management Final Report”; “Call for weather, climate & hydrological information 
datasets to be made open and freely available as digital public goods Report”

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
South Africa

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
The Netherlands

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

community building 

Sector:
Justice

Geographic scope:
North America

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge building, 

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

http://www.digitalcouncil.africa
https://www.digitalcouncil.africa/
http://www.sectorplandls.nl
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/about-us/
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/about-us/
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/research/
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/research/
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/news/data-after-death-legal-aspects-of-digital-inheritances/
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/news/data-after-death-legal-aspects-of-digital-inheritances/
https://www.sectorplandls.nl/wordpress/podcast/
https://www.digitalcouncil.africa/
http://www.digitalpublic.io
https://www.digitalpublic.io/services
https://www.digitalpublic.io/writing
https://digitalpublicgoods.net
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/digital-public-goods-alliance-strategy-2021-2026/
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/roadmap/
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/roadmap/
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/blog/
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/highlighted-digital-public-goods/
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/DPGA_Health-DPG-Technical-Assessment.pdf
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/DPGA_Health-DPG-Technical-Assessment.pdf
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/DPGA-Climate_Change_Adaptation_Report.pdf
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/DPGA-Climate_Change_Adaptation_Report.pdf
https://digitalpublicgoods.net/DPGA-Climate_Change_Adaptation_Report.pdf
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Digital Trade and Data Governance Hub
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu

Digital Trade and Data Governance Hub is an academic organization at George Washington 

University that provides resources, training, events, and evidence-based research to help 

stakeholders understand data governance and digital trade. It executes its mission through 

research on data, including Global Data Governance Mapping Project and Data Innovation 

as Data Governance, and community building.

Sample publications: “Data is Disruptive: How Data Sovereignty is Challenging Data Governance”; “Transat-
lantic Priorities: Data Governance”

Dryad
https://datadryad.org

Dryad Digital Repository is a curated resource that makes research data discoverable, freely 

reusable, and citable. Dryad provides a general-purpose home for a wide diversity of data 

types. Its mission is to provide the infrastructure for, and promote the re-use of, data un-

derlying the scholarly literature. Dryad focuses on search, presentation, and discovery and 

delegates the responsibility for the data preservation function to the underlying repository 

with which it is integrated. Its community is open to stakeholder organizations including uni-

versities, academic libraries and research institutions.

Sample publications: “Best practices for creating reusable data publications”; “Quickstart guide to data 
sharing”

Duke Center on Law & Technology (DCLT)
https://law.duke.edu/dclt

DCLT hosts the Data Governance Design Conference & Research Network and has a mis-

sion of empowering law students and lawyers to help “technology second” organizations — 

health networks, legal aid providers, local governments, and civil society partners — adapt 

to a digitizing world to navigate and govern complex data and technology issues. DCLT 

also hosts the Digital Governance Design Studio (DGDS), which incubates experiential, in-

terdisciplinary projects that bridge academia and practice, including developing curricula 

on health data governance and building tools and frameworks for evaluating and improving 

digital governance initiatives.

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and  

community building 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu
https://www.gwu.edu/
https://www.gwu.edu/
https://www.gwu.edu/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/05/17/the-global-data-governance-mapping-project/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/05/17/the-global-data-governance-mapping-project/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/06/25/data-innovation-as-data-governance/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/06/25/data-innovation-as-data-governance/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/06/25/data-innovation-as-data-governance/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/digital-scholars-network/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/digital-scholars-network/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/08/05/data-is-disruptive-how-data-sovereignty-is-challenging-data-governance/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/02/02/transatlantic-priorities-data-governance/
https://datagovhub.elliott.gwu.edu/2021/02/02/transatlantic-priorities-data-governance/
https://datadryad.org
https://datadryad.org/stash/our_mission
https://datadryad.org/stash/our_mission
https://datadryad.org/stash/our_platform
https://datadryad.org/stash/our_platform
https://datadryad.org/stash/our_membership
https://datadryad.org/stash/our_membership
https://datadryad.org/stash/best_practices
https://datadryad.org/docs/QuickstartGuideToDataSharing.pdf
https://datadryad.org/docs/QuickstartGuideToDataSharing.pdf
https://law.duke.edu/dclt
https://law.duke.edu/news/duke-data-governance-design-conference-launches-collaborative-research-network
https://digitalgovernance.studio/
https://law.duke.edu/academics/course/475A/
https://law.duke.edu/academics/course/475A/
https://law.duke.edu/academics/course/475A/
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Earth Biogenome Project (EBP) 
www.earthbiogenome.org

EBP is an international non-governmental organization of research institutions to promote a 

global effort through affiliated project-networks to create a digital library of DNA sequences 

for all known eukaryotic life forms. Its mission is to sequence, catalog and characterize the 

genomes of all Earth’s currently described eukaryotic species.  EBP 10-year plan includes 

three goals: 1) Benefitting human welfare; 2) Protecting biodiversity; and 3) Understand-

ing ecosystems. The network of networks coordinates numerous group-specific, regional, 

and national-scale efforts, such as the California Conservation Genome Project (U.S.), Dar-

win Tree of Life Project (Great Britain and Ireland), the Vertebrate Genome Project and the 

10,000 Bird Genomes Project (Denmark and China).

Sample publications: “EBP Flagship Paper”;“Statement of Principle on Digital Sequence Information”; “IT and 
Informatics Standards”; “Report on Analysis Standards”; “Report on Sample Collection and Processing Stand-
ards”; “Roadmap”; “Flagship Publications”

Ecuadorian Open Data and Metadata Network  (REDAM)
https://datosabiertosecuador.org

REDAM is a coalition whose mission is to promote the full exercise of information and partici-

pation rights through knowledge, abilities, skills, tools and public information in open format to 

contribute to the development of the country and the world. The coalition focuses on identi-

fying the problems associated with access to information and open data; generates skills for 

the treatment of open data and participation rights; influences the processes of legislation and 

public policies. Its members include: Datalat, MedialabUIO, Urbamapp, Creative Commons Ec-

uador, Tinkulab, CIIACTUA, Fundación Ciudadanía y Desarrollo, Fundación Futuro Latinoamer-

icano, Escuela Politécnica Nacional, Universidad Central del Ecuador, RICHSL, and a group of 

professionals in a personal capacity.

Sample publications: “Expert Mapping in Open Data”; “Ecuador Open Data Policy and Guide”; Blog 

Education Policy and Data Center
www.epdc.org

Education Policy and Data Center is a U.S.-based global non-governmental organization that 

serves as a resource for education data, profiles, and data reports on education status at 

the country and subnational level, research papers on issues and challenges in education 

in developing and transitional countries, as well as medium-term education projections. As 

a research unit of the Global Learning Group of FHI 360, the Center was funded by USAID. 

It executes its mission through partnerships and collaborative research projects. After more 

than 16 years of making sense of data to improve education for development, EPDC has 

closed out. While most resources can still be accessed, their site is now static and most 

interactive features have been disabled.

Sample publications: “National Administrative Data Collection Notes” 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge, 

capacity and community 
building 

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment, 

Health, 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Ecuador

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Capacity and community 
building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge building, 

Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific 

E

The Atlas

http://www.earthbiogenome.org
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/institutional-members
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/organizational-model
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/organizational-model
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/organizational-model
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/affiliated-project-networks
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/goals
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/goals
https://www.ccgproject.org/
https://www.ccgproject.org/
https://www.darwintreeoflife.org/
https://www.darwintreeoflife.org/
https://www.darwintreeoflife.org/
https://vertebrategenomesproject.org/
https://vertebrategenomesproject.org/
https://b10k.genomics.cn/index.html
https://b10k.genomics.cn/index.html
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1720115115
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1720115115
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/digital-sequence-information
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/it-and-informatics-standards
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/it-and-informatics-standards
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/analysis-standards-report
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/sample-collection-processing-standards
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/sample-collection-processing-standards
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/roadmap
https://www.earthbiogenome.org/flagship-papers
https://datosabiertosecuador.org
https://datosabiertosecuador.org/2020/04/23/mapeo-de-expertos/
https://datosabiertosecuador.org/politicadatos/
https://datosabiertosecuador.org/blog/
https://datosabiertosecuador.org/blog/
http://www.epdc.org
https://www.epdc.org/node/510.html
https://www.fhi360.org/education-global
https://www.fhi360.org/education-global
https://www.fhi360.org/education-global
https://www.fhi360.org/education-global
https://www.epdc.org/node/4740.html
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Electronic Frontier Foundation 
www.eff.org

Electronic Frontier Foundation is the leading non-profit organization defending civil liberties 

in the digital world. EFF champions user privacy, free expression, and innovation through 

impact litigation, policy analysis, grassroots activism, and technology development. EFF’s 

mission is to ensure that technology supports freedom, justice, and innovation for all people 

of the world. EFF uses the expertise of leading technologists, activists, and attorneys to 

defend free speech online, fight illegal surveillance, advocate for users and innovators, and 

support freedom-enhancing technologies. Projects include privacy, security, transparency, 

and free speech.

Sample publications: Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

Elektronisk Forpost Norge (EFN) 
https://efn.no

EFN is a civil rights organization in Norway that works with citizenship and legal rights in the 

IT community. EFN works primarily politically, but also as a campaign organization. The fight 

against censorship, surveillance and for privacy has always been a central theme for EFN. It 

is a membership-based organization and is associated with EDRI (European Digital Rights 

Initiative).

Sample  publications: Articles

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Norway

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific 

The Atlas

El Instituto Panameño de Derecho y Nuevas Tecnologías 
(IPANDETEC)
www.ipandetec.org

IPANDETEC is the Panamanian Institute of Law and New Technologies, a non-profit that 

promotes the use and regulation of Information and Communication Technologies and the 

defense of human rights in the digital environment in Panama. Its projects include mapping 

of internet governance actors and organizations in the Central American region; personal 

data protection studies; analysis of cybersecurity strategies in the Central American region, 

from the perspective of human rights and social inclusion, and open data observatories.

Sample publications: “Centroamérica Cibersegura”; “Global Information Society Watch 2016”

Geographic scope:
National, Latin America & 

Caribbean

Country/Headquarters:
Panama

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, 
Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

http://www.eff.org
https://www.eff.org/issues/privacy
https://www.eff.org/issues/privacy
https://www.eff.org/issues/security
https://www.eff.org/issues/security
https://www.eff.org/issues/transparency
https://www.eff.org/issues/transparency
https://www.eff.org/issues/free-speech
https://www.eff.org/issues/free-speech
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks
https://efn.no
https://efn.no/no/nyheter/artikler
http://www.ipandetec.org
https://www.ipandetec.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CIBERSEGURIDAD_IPANDETEC.pdf
https://www.ipandetec.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Informe-de-GisWatch2016.pdf
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Environmental Data Initiative 
https://environmentaldatainitiative.org

Environmental Data Initiative is a global data aggregator with strong focus on the U.S. EDI 

promotes and enables curation and re-use of environmental data; it assists researchers to 

archive and publish their environmental data. The EDI Data Portal contains environmental 

and ecological data packages contributed by a number of participating organizations.

Sample publications: “Five Phases of Data Publishing”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

Environmental Governance Lab 
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/

Environmental Governance Lab is a research hub that focuses on the development of new 

ideas and tools to respond to the challenge of environmental governance at multiple scales. 

It is a home for research partnerships, a node in global research networks on environmental 

governance and transformative policy, and a platform for knowledge exchange with practi-

tioners, policy makers, and the public. It is also a research center of Earth System Governance, 

a global research alliance in the area of governance and global environmental change.

Sample publications: “Accountability and data-driven urban climate governance”; “Disaggregating public-pri-
vate governance interactions: European Union interventions in Transnational private sustainability governance”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge building

Sector:
Environment

Environmental Information Data Centre 
https://eidc.ac.uk

Environmental Information Data Centre is the U.K.’s national data repository for terrestrial 

and freshwater sciences. EIDC is part of the Natural Environment Research Council’s En-

vironmental Data Service hosted by the U.K. Centre for Ecology & Hydrology. The EIDC 

is certified as a trusted repository by CoreTrustSeal. The Centre provides advice on best 

practice for data management and assistance in depositing data.

Sample publications: “Templates and Guidance Documents on Data Management”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

The Atlas

Environmental Data & Governance Initiative  
https://envirodatagov.org

Environmental Data & Governance Initiative is a non-governmental organization that doc-

uments and analyzes changes to environmental data and governance practices through 

multidisciplinary and collaborative work. The Initiative advocates for the federal provision 

of environmental data and governance, from policies and institutions to public access to 

information. It envisions a future in which justice and equity are at the center of environmen-

tal, climate, and data governance. To execute its vision, EDGI organizes its work under five 

working groups and several projects.

Sample publications: “Democratizing Data Report”; “EDGI 2021 Annual Report”; Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Environment 

https://environmentaldatainitiative.org
https://portal.edirepository.org/nis/home.jsp
https://environmentaldatainitiative.org/five-phases-of-data-publishing/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/research/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/research/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/lab-network/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/lab-network/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/category/public-outreach/
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/egl/category/public-outreach/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-020-00953-z
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rego.12332
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rego.12332
https://eidc.ac.uk
https://catalogue.ceh.ac.uk/eidc/documents
https://www.coretrustseal.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Environmental-Information-Data-Centre.pdf
https://eidc.ac.uk/deposit
https://eidc.ac.uk/support/dataManagement
https://eidc.ac.uk/support/dataManagement
https://envirodatagov.org
https://envirodatagov.org/about/mission-vision-values/
https://envirodatagov.org/about/mission-vision-values/
https://envirodatagov.org/our-work/
https://envirodatagov.org/our-work/
https://envirodatagov.org/projects-2/
https://envirodatagov.org/publication/democratizing-data-environmental-enforcement-watchs-report-cards-for-congressional-oversight-of-the-epa/
https://envirodatagov.org/publication/edgi-annual-report-2021-2/
https://envirodatagov.org/blog/
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Epicenter.works 
https://en.epicenter.works/

Epicenter.works is an Austria-based fundamental rights non-governmental organization with 

a focus on privacy and freedom of speech on the internet. Formerly known as the Working 

Group on Data Retention Austria, the organization succeeded with its complaint in the Court 

of Justice of the European Union that led to the abolishment of the EU Data Retention Di-

rective in 2014. Epicenter closely follows legislative processes on the national and EU level 

and provides tools to empower citizens to make their voices heard. Data retention is one of 

their many programs.

Sample publications: “Data Retention, Location Data”; “Passenger Name Records”

Eticas Foundation 
https://eticasfoundation.org/raval-data-commons

Eticas Foundation is a non-governmental organization with a global reach that aims to create 

new debates, new knowledge, and better tech around transparency and accountability. The 

group teams up with other organizations to explore education, labor, human rights, data and 

politics, algorithms, smart cities, and migration. Projects include Bad Data Challenge, Obser-

vatory of Algorithms with Social Impact, and Civic Tech Hub.

Sample publications: “Resolution for Establishing Responsible Governance for Digitalization in the Work-
place”; Blog

eQualitie 
https://equalit.ie

eQualitie is a private organization that promotes and defends fundamental freedoms and 

human rights, including the free flow of information online. Its goal is to create accessible 

technology and improve the skill set needed for defending human rights and freedoms in the 

digital age. The group aims to educate and raise the capacity of constituents to enjoy secure 

operations in the digital domain by building tools that enable and protect free expression, 

circumvent censorship, empower anonymity and protect from surveillance where and when 

necessary. Its projects include website protection, digital security and capacity building.

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Austria

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Justice

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Spain

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://en.epicenter.works/
https://en.epicenter.works/vision
https://en.epicenter.works/content/data-retention-location-data-cookie-banners-the-eprivacy-regulation-is-coming
https://en.epicenter.works/thema/pnr-0
https://eticasfoundation.org/raval-data-commons
https://eticasfoundation.org/education/
https://eticasfoundation.org/education/
https://eticasfoundation.org/labour/resolution-for-establishing-responsible-governance-for-digitization-in-the-workplace/
https://eticasfoundation.org/labour/resolution-for-establishing-responsible-governance-for-digitization-in-the-workplace/
https://eticasfoundation.org/litigation/
https://eticasfoundation.org/litigation/
https://eticasfoundation.org/governance/
https://eticasfoundation.org/governance/
https://eticasfoundation.org/governance/
https://eticasfoundation.org/algorithmic-bias/
https://eticasfoundation.org/algorithmic-bias/
https://eticasfoundation.org/smart-cities/
https://eticasfoundation.org/smart-cities/
https://eticasfoundation.org/migration/
https://eticasfoundation.org/migration/
https://eticasfoundation.org/algorithmic-bias/bad-data/
https://eticasfoundation.org/algorithmic-bias/bad-data/
https://eticasfoundation.org/oasi/
https://eticasfoundation.org/oasi/
https://eticasfoundation.org/oasi/
https://eticasfoundation.org/join/
https://eticasfoundation.org/join/
https://eticasfoundation.org/labour/resolution-for-establishing-responsible-governance-for-digitization-in-the-workplace/
https://eticasfoundation.org/labour/resolution-for-establishing-responsible-governance-for-digitization-in-the-workplace/
https://eticasfoundation.org/blog/
https://eticasfoundation.org/blog/
https://equalit.ie
https://equalit.ie/projects/
https://equalit.ie/projects/
https://equalit.ie/portfolio/capacity-building/
https://equalit.ie/portfolio/capacity-building/
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European Collaborative Data Infrastructure 
www.eudat.eu

European Collaborative Data Infrastructure is one of the largest infrastructures of integrated 

data services and resources supporting research in Europe. It is sustained by a network of 

27 European research organizations, data and computing centers. EUDAT and its services 

have been developed in close collaboration with more than 50 research communities across 

multiple scientific disciplines. It is a collaborative data infrastructure project comprising both 

generic and topic-related infrastructure providers who have implemented and are running 

the e-infrastructure services to support research data. EUDAT follows a service-oriented 

architecture and provides a set of cross-disciplinary service stacks for the research data 

management life cycle. EUDAT’s initiatives include Service Catalog, User documentation, 

training, and Summer schools.

Sample publications: “Why Is FAIR Data Important?”; “Researcher Survey Shows High Satisfaction for EUDAT 
Services”; News; Newsletter

Fair Data Society (FDS) 
https://fairdatasociety.org

FDS is a non-profit initiative that is reimagining the data economy and creating a fair, and 

decentralized data layer. FDS, led by the Data Fund, recognizes online privacy as a basic 

human right and a basis for progress for all. It executes its mission by educating and raising 

awareness and developing fair data technology. Fairdrop is a decentralized file transfer app 

built on blockchain technology that does not collect any user data. It offers secure, fault-tol-

erant, encrypted, censorship and DDOS-resistant file sharing.

Sample publications: “The Future of the Data Economy is Human Centric and Decentralized”; “MyData Oper-
ators - the Pillars of Fair Data Economy”; Blog

Feminist Data & Research 
https://fdresearch.ca

Feminist Data & Research is a private research, evaluation, training,  data management, and 

knowledge management social global enterprise that aims to help governmental, nonprofit, 

corporate partners to achieve sustainability and maximum impact based on reliable and 

innovative knowledge production. FDR helps organizations to achieve development goals 

through feminist lens and offers the following services: (1) professional development, and 

training in IT, engineering, evaluation, and artificial intelligence, (2) data collection, process-

ing, evaluation and dissemination, and (3) research and analysis for policy and planning.

Sample publications: “City of Ottawa: Gender, Anti-Racism and Equity Baseline Study (GREBS)”

F Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Slovenia

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity  

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Private  

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Gender

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Finland

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge, capacity and 
community building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

http://www.eudat.eu
https://www.eudat.eu/eudat-cdi/members
https://sp.eudat.eu/catalog/
https://sp.eudat.eu/catalog/
https://www.eudat.eu/services/userdoc/user-documentation
https://www.eudat.eu/services/userdoc/user-documentation
https://www.eudat.eu/training
https://www.eudat.eu/training
https://eudat.eu/summer-schools
https://eudat.eu/summer-schools
https://www.eudat.eu/news/why-is-fair-data-important-in-2022
https://www.eudat.eu/news/why-is-fair-data-important-in-2022
https://www.eudat.eu/news/researcher-survey-shows-high-satisfaction-for-eudat-services
https://www.eudat.eu/news/researcher-survey-shows-high-satisfaction-for-eudat-services
https://www.eudat.eu/news/researcher-survey-shows-high-satisfaction-for-eudat-services
https://www.eudat.eu/news/researcher-survey-shows-high-satisfaction-for-eudat-services
https://www.eudat.eu/newsletters
https://fairdatasociety.org
https://datafund.io/info.html
https://fairdrop.xyz/
https://fairdrop.xyz/
https://blog.datafund.net/the-future-data-economy-is-human-centric-and-decentralized-c747063af9d2
https://blog.datafund.net/the-future-data-economy-is-human-centric-and-decentralized-c747063af9d2
https://blog.datafund.net/mydata-operators-the-pillars-of-fair-data-economy-176bc4f1e139
https://blog.datafund.net/mydata-operators-the-pillars-of-fair-data-economy-176bc4f1e139
https://blog.datafund.net/mydata-operators-the-pillars-of-fair-data-economy-176bc4f1e139
https://blog.datafund.net/mydata-operators-the-pillars-of-fair-data-economy-176bc4f1e139
https://fdresearch.ca
https://fdresearch.ca/research-and-analysis-for-policy-planning/
https://fdresearch.ca/research-and-analysis-for-policy-planning/
https://fdresearch.ca/professional-development-and-training/
https://fdresearch.ca/professional-development-and-training/
https://fdresearch.ca/data-collection-processing-evaluation-dissemination/
https://fdresearch.ca/knowledge-management-and-translation/
https://fdresearch.ca/knowledge-management-and-translation/
https://fdresearch.ca/about-us/
https://fdresearch.ca/about-us/
https://fdresearch.ca/professional-development-and-training/
https://fdresearch.ca/professional-development-and-training/
https://fdresearch.ca/professional-development-and-training/
https://fdresearch.ca/data-collection-processing-evaluation-dissemination/
https://fdresearch.ca/data-collection-processing-evaluation-dissemination/
https://fdresearch.ca/data-collection-processing-evaluation-dissemination/
https://fdresearch.ca/research-and-analysis-for-policy-planning/
https://fdresearch.ca/research-and-analysis-for-policy-planning/
https://fdresearch.ca/news-and-events/
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Feminist Open Government (FOGO)
https://fogo.od4d.net

FOGO is a non-governmental initiative in Canada that aims to advance gender equality and 

better governance through increased transparency, participation, accountability, and gov-

ernment responsiveness. The initiative’s research will be action-oriented, informed by evi-

dence, and produced in such a way that government reformers and civil society partners in 

Open Government Partnership countries can use it.

Sample publications: “Feminist Open Government: Addressing Gender Equity Challenges in Open Govern-
ment Co-Creation Processes. Case Studies from Latin America, Africa and Asia”

First Nations Information Governance Centre (FNIGC) 
https://fnigc.ca

FNIGC is a non-governmental organization in Canada that supports the development of in-

formation governance and management at the community level through regional and national 

partnerships. It envisions that every First Nation will achieve data sovereignty in alignment with 

its distinct world view. The group executes its mission through research, education and train-

ing, information sharing, and knowledge translation. First Nations Data Centre is a knowledge 

translation resource that provides access to published, unpublished, and record-level data 

from the Centre’s national survey work.

Sample publications: “Introducing a first nations data governance strategy”

Fogo Cruzado 
https://fogocruzado.org.br

Fogo Cruzado is a non-governmental collaborative digital platform in Brazil that records data 

on armed violence in the metropolitan regions of Rio and Recife. It partners with regional 

organizations. Its products include an open-source digital platform, which allows for “alerts” 

about potential risk situations, and visualization of violence and crime statistics.

Sample publications: “Reports on Rio and Recife” (available only in Portuguese)

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Community  

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Gender

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building,  
Data aggregator

Sector:
Indigenous rights

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Brazil

Type:
Non-governmental  

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Justice

The Atlas

https://fogo.od4d.net
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/our-members/
https://fogo.od4d.net/static/files/fogo-main-report.pdf
https://fogo.od4d.net/static/files/fogo-main-report.pdf
https://fnigc.ca
https://fnigc.ca/about-fnigc/
https://fnigc.ca/about-fnigc/
https://fnigc.ca/about-fnigc/
https://fnigc.ca/about-fnigc/
https://fnigc.ca/about-fnigc/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/research-and-information/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/research-and-information/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/education-and-training/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/education-and-training/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/education-and-training/
https://fnigc.ca/online-library/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/knowledge-translation/
https://fnigc.ca/what-we-do/knowledge-translation/
https://fnigc.ca/first-nations-data-centre/
https://fnigc.ca/news/introducing-a-first-nations-data-governance-strategy/
https://fogocruzado.org.br
https://fogocruzado.org.br/relatorios/
https://fogocruzado.org.br/parcerias/
https://fogocruzado.org.br/parcerias/
https://api.fogocruzado.org.br/
https://fogocruzado.org.br/estatisticas/
https://fogocruzado.org.br/estatisticas/
https://fogocruzado.org.br/relatorios/
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Foundation for Media Alternatives 
https://fma.ph

Foundation for Media Alternatives is a non-governmental organization that works in the Philip-

pines on issues of gender and ICT, privacy and data protection, and internet rights, including 

freedom of expression online. FMA exists to enable the empowerment of civil society and 

social movements in the information age by advocating for democratic governance of ICTs; 

human rights in digital environments; equitable and safe access to and responsible use of ICTs; 

gender-transformative perspectives, policies and practices – through engagement with stake-

holders. The Foundation works to advocate the right to privacy of citizens, which includes the 

right against unlawful surveillance. FMA conducts research and monitors policy developments 

related to privacy rights not only in the Philippines, but in a global context as well.

Sample publications: “Open Data and Citizen Engagement”; “Open Data in the Philippines: An Issue of Ac-
cess and Awareness”; Briefing papers; Reports

Genomic Data Commons 
https://gdc.cancer.gov

Genomic Data Commons is an academic organization whose mission is to provide the can-

cer research community with a unified repository and cancer knowledge base that enables 

data sharing across cancer genomic studies in support of precision medicine. It executes 

its mission by providing tools, applications and other resources for retrieving, downloading, 

and analyzing bioinformatics data. The Commons is part of the National Cancer Institute.

Sample  publications: Data Dictionary; Data policies and standards to improve research in the fields covered 

G

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution  

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Health

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Philippines

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Gen3 
https://gen3.org

Gen3 is a non-governmental global data platform for building data commons and data ecosys-

tems. Gen3 aims to accelerate and democratize the process of scientific discovery by making 

it easy to manage, analyze, harmonize, and share large and complex datasets in the cloud. The 

platform is a key component of the translational medicine data ecosystem used by NIH Insti-

tutes and Centers. Its products include Gen3 Data Ecosystems, Gen3 Framework Services, 

Gen3 Data Commons, and workspaces. The platform offers forums and webinars.

Sample publications: “Data Dictionary”; Guide for Data Contributions 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental  

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://fma.ph
https://fma.ph/internet-rights/
https://fma.ph/internet-rights/
https://fma.ph/privacy/
https://fma.ph/privacy/
https://fma.ph/gender-and-ict/
https://fma.ph/gender-and-ict/
https://fma.ph/voice-chatter-project/case-study/
https://fma.ph/voice-chatter-project/research-brief/
https://fma.ph/voice-chatter-project/research-brief/
https://fma.ph/resources/briefing-papers/
https://fma.ph/resources/briefing-papers/
https://fma.ph/resources/reports-and-studies/
https://fma.ph/resources/reports-and-studies/
https://gdc.cancer.gov
https://gdc.cancer.gov/gdc-resources
https://gdc.cancer.gov/about-data/data-dictionary
https://gdc.cancer.gov/about-data
https://gen3.org
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://gen3.org/products/data-ecosystems/
https://gen3.org/products/framework-services/
https://gen3.org/products/data-commons/
https://gen3.org/products/data-commons/
https://gen3.org/products/workspaces/
https://gen3.org/products/workspaces/
https://forums.gen3.org/
https://forums.gen3.org/
https://gen3.org/community/webinars/
https://gen3.org/community/webinars/
https://gen3.org/resources/user/dictionary/
https://gen3.org/resources/user/submit-data/
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Géopolitique de la Datasphère (GEODE)
https://geode.science

GEODE is a French research and training center in human and social sciences at the Univer-

sity of Paris 8 dedicated to the study of the impact of digital transformation on the strategic 

environment. The scientific ambition is twofold: (i) developing tools to collect, process and 

exploit the large masses of data relating to the datasphere, and proposing the development 

of new methods of mapping physical spaces from the fusion of specialized and non-spe-

cialized data; and (ii) studying the datasphere as a geopolitical object in its own right, with an 

analysis of the defense and security issues they cover. Its primary focus is geopolitics and 

security. Its research focuses on datasphere policies, datasphere mapping, and confronta-

tions in the datasphere.

Sample publications: “Cyberspace: from a global village to a space with multiple borders”; “Russia’s African 
Toolkit: Digital Influence and Entrepreneurs of Influence”

GeoTech Center 
www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center

GeoTech Center at the Atlantic Council is a U.S. non-governmental initiative whose work fo-

cuses on illuminating leaders how new technologies and data can benefit people, prosperity, 

and peace. It executes its mission through hosting “tech for good” events, discussions on 

smart partnerships for global challenges involving AI and China, providing bipartisan rec-

ommendations for the Commission on the Geopolitical Impacts of New Technologies and 

Data. The Data Salon Series provides an interactive discussion about data ethics. Round-

table discussions focus on issues such as what data represents legally and morally, what 

responsibilities data providers have, and what responsibilities to privacy and transparency 

data stewards have.

Sample publications: Economy of Trust Newsletter; “Competing data governance models threaten the free flow of 
information and hamper world trade”; “Cultivating Europe Data Garden”, “The EU’s emerging data policy landscape”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
France

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

capacity building 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://geode.science
https://geode.science/geopolitique-de-la-datasphere/
https://geode.science/cartographie-de-la-datasphere/
https://geode.science/cyber-defense/
https://geode.science/cyber-defense/
https://www.areion24.news/produit/diplomatie-n-109/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0030438721000259?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0030438721000259?via%3Dihub
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/unpacking-the-geopolitics-of-technology/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center/geotech-partners/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/geotech-commission/exec-summary/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/geotech-commission/exec-summary/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center/geotech-commission/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center/geotech-commission/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center/data-salon-series/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/geotech-center/data-salon-series/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/the-economy-of-trust/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/issue-brief/competing-data-governance-models-threaten-the-free-flow-of-information-and-hamper-world-trade/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/issue-brief/competing-data-governance-models-threaten-the-free-flow-of-information-and-hamper-world-trade/
https://www.lawfareblog.com/cultivating-europes-data-garden
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/the-eus-emerging-data-policy-landscape/
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German Data Forum (RatSWD)
www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd

RatSWD advises the federal government and the state governments on expanding and im-

proving the research data infrastructure for the empirical social, behavioral, and economic 

sciences since 2004. Established by the Federal Ministry of Education, the Forum facili-

tates a continuous exchange between data producers and the data users in science and 

research with the aim of improving access to high-quality and scientifically potent data, a 

product of public, private and scientific activities. The Committee for Data Access supports 

the work of the Forum. RatSWD coordinates 41 research data centers, which are accredited 

according to its guidelines; they work together in the Standing Committee Research Data 

Infrastructure. The Forum is also a driving force behind the establishment and consolidation 

of standards in the social, behavioral, and economic sciences as well an important and reli-

able partner for addressing issues of data protection and research ethics to both research-

ers and research-funding institutions. A number of working groups focus on issues ranging 

from law to ethics and to the collection and use of unstructured data.

Sample publications: “Big Data in Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences: Data Access and Research 
Data Management”; “Data Protection Guide”; “Data Collection Using New Information Technology”; “The Ger-
man Data Forum (RatSWD) and Research Data Infrastructure: Status Quo and Quality Management”; “Activ-
ities Report 2019 of the Research Data Centres (RDSs) accredited by the German Data Forum (RatSWD)”; 
“How Does the EU Data Protection Reform Affect Research Data Centres?”

Gesellschaft fur Freiheitsrechte
https://freiheitsrechte.org

Gesellschaft fur Freiheitsrechte is a Berlin-based non-profit with a mission to establish a 

sustainable structure for successful strategic litigation in the area of human and civil rights in 

Germany and Europe. The GFF’s current cases focus on protecting privacy, freedom of in-

formation and the press, and defending equal freedom for all. The GFF’s long-term goal is to 

permanently improve the protection of human and civil rights in Europe. The GFF organizes 

events, expert talks, and panel discussions.

Sample publications: “2021 - IT report “Spyware against students - online proctoring as a threat to IT security 
and data protection”

Ghana Open Data Initiative
https://data.gov.gh

Ghana Open Data Initiative is a non-governmental platform to ensure public accessibility of 

data collected by the group on topics of agriculture, business, city data, education, elections, 

energy, environment, health, and local government. The Initiative supports (i) better gover-

nance and delivery of public services attributable to more evidence-based decision-making, 

higher levels of information sharing, and increased transparency; and (ii) socio-economic 

development attributable to reuse of open data and innovation, insights gained by harvest-

ing open data with other data sources. Programs include Hackathon and Open Data for Ac-

ademic Outreach with the ultimate goal to set up Open Data clubs in universities to engage 

continuously with the Ghana Open Data Initiative.

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Capacity building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Ghana

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity and 

community building,  
Advocacy 

Sector:
Agriculture, Economy, 

development, trade  
& finance, Education, 
Environment, Health, 

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building,  
Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

http://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd/topics/access-to-research-data/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/datacentres/fdi-committee/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/datacentres/fdi-committee/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/datacentres/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/datacentres/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd/topics/data-protection/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd/topics/data-protection/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd/topics/research-ethics/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd/topics/research-ethics/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/ratswd/agenda/working-groups/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/big-data-in-social-behavioural-and-economic-sciences-data-access-and-research-data-management/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/big-data-in-social-behavioural-and-economic-sciences-data-access-and-research-data-management/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/data-protection-guide-2nd-edition/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/data-collection-using-new-information-technology/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/the-german-data-forum-ratswd-and-research-data-infrastructure-status-quo-and-quality-management/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/the-german-data-forum-ratswd-and-research-data-infrastructure-status-quo-and-quality-management/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/activities-report-2019/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/publication/activities-report-2019/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/latest/press-releases/03052018/
https://freiheitsrechte.org
https://freiheitsrechte.org/strategische-klagen/
https://freiheitsrechte.org/faelle/
https://freiheitsrechte.org/faelle/
https://freiheitsrechte.org/veranstaltungen/
https://freiheitsrechte.org/veranstaltungen/
https://freiheitsrechte.org/home/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/GFF_IT-Gutachten_Proctoring-Spaehsoftware-gegen-Studierende.pdf
https://freiheitsrechte.org/home/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/GFF_IT-Gutachten_Proctoring-Spaehsoftware-gegen-Studierende.pdf
https://data.gov.gh
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/agriculture-3
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/agriculture-3
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/business-51
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/business-51
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/city-data-48
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/city-data-48
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/education-2
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/education-2
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/elections-52
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/elections-52
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/energy-5
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/energy-5
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/environment-6
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/environment-6
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/health-4
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/health-4
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/local-government-47
https://data.gov.gh/search/field_topic/local-government-47
https://data.gov.gh/hackathon
https://data.gov.gh/hackathon
https://data.gov.gh/academic-outreach
https://data.gov.gh/academic-outreach
https://data.gov.gh/academic-outreach
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Global Alliance for Genomics & Health (GA4GH)
www.ga4gh.org

GA4GH is an international, non-profit alliance formed in 2013 to accelerate the potential of re-

search and medicine to advance human health. Bringing together 600+ leading organizations 

working in healthcare, research, patient advocacy, life science, and information technology, the 

GA4GH community is working together to create frameworks and standards to enable the re-

sponsible, voluntary and secure sharing of genomic and health-related data. GA4GH works via 

the establishment of Work Streams to develop standards and tools founded on the Framework 

for Responsible Sharing of Genomic and Health-Related Data and Driver Projects to enable 

international genomic data sharing based on the specific clinical needs and research. It also 

supports its community via an implementation program.

Sample publications: “Genomic Data Toolkit”; “Regulatory & Ethics Toolkit”; “GA4GH Standards for Profes-
sional Conduct”; Data Security Toolkit; Catalog of Genomic Data Initiatives (with over 200 initiatives identified)

Glia Foundation
https://www.glia.foundation

Glia Foundation is a U.S. non-profit founded and headed by Richard S. Whitt. Its core mission is 

to better align modern-day market, technology, and political institutions with the greater public 

good. Chief goals include developing and promoting programs that enhance core human val-

ues – such as human autonomy and agency, trust, and openness – through the governance 

of technology, market, and political systems. One of the Foundation’s core initiatives, the GLI-

Anet project, seeks to build new Web ecosystems founded on trustworthy fiduciaries, digi-

tal lifestreams, Personal AIs, and symmetrical interfaces. Ongoing and future projects include 

conducting multidisciplinary research, creating educational campaigns, providing targeted out-

reach, supporting cross-sector collaborations, and presenting advocacy.

Sample publications: “Hacking the SEAMs: Elevating Digital Autonomy and Agency for Humans” (December 
2020)

Global Atlas for Renewable Energy
https://globalatlas.irena.org

Global Atlas for Renewable Energy is a non-governmental platform intended to help users, 

policymakers and investors to find renewable energy resources maps for locations across the 

world. The Atlas stems from an initiative coordinated by IRENA and aimed at closing the gap 

between countries that have access to the necessary data and expertise to evaluate the po-

tential for renewable energy deployment in their countries and those that lack these elements. 

The platform provides a variety of simulators to visualize data on solar, wind, bioenergy, geo-

thermal and marine energy. It partners with more than 50 international research institutions.

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Arab Emirates

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge, 

capacity and community 
building, Advocacy

Sector:
Health

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States of America

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity  

and community building, 
Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

http://www.ga4gh.org
https://tinyurl.com/6j3mu8sk
https://www.ga4gh.org/how-we-work/workstreams/
https://www.ga4gh.org/how-we-work/workstreams/
https://www.ga4gh.org/genomic-data-toolkit/regulatory-ethics-toolkit/framework-for-responsible-sharing-of-genomic-and-health-related-data/
https://www.ga4gh.org/genomic-data-toolkit/regulatory-ethics-toolkit/framework-for-responsible-sharing-of-genomic-and-health-related-data/
https://www.ga4gh.org/genomic-data-toolkit/regulatory-ethics-toolkit/framework-for-responsible-sharing-of-genomic-and-health-related-data/
https://www.ga4gh.org/how-we-work/driver-projects/
https://www.ga4gh.org/how-we-work/driver-projects/
https://www.ga4gh.org/implementation/
https://www.ga4gh.org/implementation/
https://www.ga4gh.org/genomic-data-toolkit/
https://www.ga4gh.org/genomic-data-toolkit/regulatory-ethics-toolkit/
https://www.ga4gh.org/wp-content/uploads/GA4GH-Standards-for-Professional-Conduct-22-Jan-2018.pdf
https://www.ga4gh.org/wp-content/uploads/GA4GH-Standards-for-Professional-Conduct-22-Jan-2018.pdf
https://www.ga4gh.org/genomic-data-toolkit/data-security-toolkit/
https://www.ga4gh.org/community/catalogue/#{%22cat%22:{%22text%22:%22%22,%22page%22:%220%22,%22category%22:{},%22initiative_type%22:{},%22disease_area%22:{},%22data_type%22:{},%22geographical_region%22:{},%22function_role%22:{}}}
https://www.glia.foundation
https://www.glia.foundation/richard-whitt
https://www.glia.net/glianet-project
https://www.glia.net/glianet-project
https://ctlj.colorado.edu/?p=720
https://www.ga4gh.org/community/catalogue/#{%22cat%22:{%22text%22:%22%22,%22page%22:%220%22,%22category%22:{},%22initiative_type%22:{},%22disease_area%22:{},%22data_type%22:{},%22geographical_region%22:{},%22function_role%22:{}}}
https://irena.org/
https://irena.org/
https://globalatlas.irena.org/tools
https://globalatlas.irena.org/tools
https://globalatlas.irena.org/about
https://globalatlas.irena.org/about
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The Atlas

Global Biodiversity Information Facility
www.gbif.org

Global Biodiversity Information Facility is a non-governmental online public data platform 

that provides open access to data about all types of life on Earth. GBIF  is funded by world’s 

governments, universities, foundations, and the European Union. Its tools include species 

matching, name parser, and sequence ID labs, and a global list of publishers..

Sample publications: Blog, Community Forum

Global Data Justice
https://globaldatajustice.org

Global Data Justice is an academic project, based in the Netherlands, that focuses on the 

diverse debates and processes occurring around data governance in different regions to 

draw out overarching principles and needs that can push data technologies’ governance in 

the direction of social justice.

Sample  publications: “What is Data Justice? The Case for Connecting Digital Rights and Freedoms Globally”; 
“Constructing Commercial Data Ethics”; “Global Data Justice”; “What is Responsible and sustainable Data Jus-
tice?”; “A Crisis of Opportunity: Market-Making, Big Data, and the Consolidation of Migration as Risk”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Denmark

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Community building

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia, South 

Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
The Netherlands

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Business, Justice,  

Media, Health

Global Fishing Watch
https://globalfishingwatch.org

Global Fishing Watch is an international non-profit organization dedicated to advancing 

ocean governance through increased transparency of human activity at sea. By creating 

and publicly sharing map visualizations, data and analysis tools, Global Fishing Watch aims 

to enable scientific research and transform the way oceans are managed.

Sample publications: “Transparent ocean data can drive digital innovation to reveal human activity at sea”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

Global Forest Watch
www.globalforestwatch.org

Global Forest Watch is a non-governmental online public data repository that provides re-

al-time visual information about where and how forests are changing around the world. The 

platform provides data and  tools for monitoring forests, such as interactive charts and For-

est Watcher app.

Sample publications: Blog; “2021 Must Be a Turning Point for Forests. 2020 Data Shows Us Why”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

http://www.gbif.org
https://www.gbif.org/funders
https://www.gbif.org/funders
https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=tool
https://www.gbif.org/tools/species-lookup
https://www.gbif.org/tools/species-lookup
https://www.gbif.org/tools/name-parser
https://www.gbif.org/tools/sequence-id
https://www.gbif.org/publisher/search
https://data-blog.gbif.org/
https://discourse.gbif.org/
https://globaldatajustice.org
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2053951717736335
https://techreg.org/article/view/10988
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3325279
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2053951719858114
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2053951719858114
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12583
https://globalfishingwatch.org
https://globalfishingwatch.org/transparency/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/transparency/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/map-and-data/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/research/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/transparency/transparent-ocean-data-can-drive-digital-innovation-to-reveal-human-activity-at-sea/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/blog/
https://globalfishingwatch.org/blog/
http://www.globalforestwatch.org
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/help/
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/dashboards/global/?category=summary&location=WyJnbG9iYWwiXQ%3D%3D&map=%3D%3D&showMap=true
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/blog/data-and-research/
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/blog/data-and-research/2020-forest-loss-policy-response/
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/blog/data-and-research/2020-forest-loss-policy-response/
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Global Indigenous Data Alliance
www.gida-global.org

Global Indigenous Data Alliance is a coalition of indigenous researchers, data practitioners, 

and policy activists advocating for indigenous data sovereignty within their nation-states and 

at an international level. Through research and networking, GIDA aims to advance knowl-

edge, create a community of indigenous stakeholders, and advocate for data for self-deter-

mined wellbeing of Indigenous People. CARE Principles for Indigenous Data Governance  

are people- and purpose-oriented, reflecting the role of data in advancing Indigenous inno-

vation and self-determination. They complement the existing FAIR principles encouraging 

open and other data movements to consider both people and purpose.

Sample publications: “GIDA-RDA COVID-19 Guidelines for Data Sharing Respecting Indigenous Data Sover-
eignty”; “CARE Principles: Unpacking Indigenous Data Governance”

Global Integrity
www.globalintegrity.org

Global Integrity is a U.S. non-governmental organization that provides tailored support to gov-

ernance reformers and change agents, strengthening their ability to address challenges relat-

ing to corruption and the use of public resources. The group envisions a world in which public 

resources are used effectively to deliver services, meet people’s needs, and reduce poverty 

in countries and communities around the world. To execute its vision, GI partners with stake-

holders to address governance-related development challenges and offers three services: 

problem mapping, data use and impact, and strategy and learning. Projects include Open Gov 

Hub, Global Affiliate Hus, and Open Data for Anti-Corruption.

Sample publications: Impact stories; Annual reports;  Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Health, Indigenous rights

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Global Open Data for Agriculture and Nutrition (GODAN)
www.godan.info

GODAN is a growing network of over 1,000 global innovators and change makers across na-

tional governments, non-governmental organizations, and international and private sector or-

ganizations. Combining open data advocacy and consultancy with innovative products and 

solutions, GODAN and its partners are looking to improve food security and helping to ensure 

zero hunger and improve the lives and livelihoods of farming communities across the globe. The 

coalition executes its mission with tools and resources: Policy Guidance and Advice, Documen-

tary Series, Training Courses, and Webinars.

Sample pulications: “Global Open Data for Agriculture”; “Ownership of Open Data”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Coalition

Objective:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Agriculture, Food security

http://www.gida-global.org
https://www.gida-global.org/care
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d3799de845604000199cd24/t/5efd44b0d622956abbece710/1593656506639/GIDA-RDA+Indigenous+Peoples+COVID-19+Recommendations+and+Guidelines%2C+30+June+2020_Endorsed-Final_0.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d3799de845604000199cd24/t/5efd44b0d622956abbece710/1593656506639/GIDA-RDA+Indigenous+Peoples+COVID-19+Recommendations+and+Guidelines%2C+30+June+2020_Endorsed-Final_0.pdf
https://medium.com/opendatacharter/spotlight-care-principles-f475ec2bf6ec
http://www.globalintegrity.org
https://www.globalintegrity.org/what-we-do/our-approach/
https://www.opengovhub.org/
https://www.opengovhub.org/
https://www.opengovhub.org/
https://www.globalintegrity.org/impact-stories/
https://www.globalintegrity.org/what-we-do/our-approach/
https://www.globalintegrity.org/what-we-do/our-approach/
https://www.globalintegrity.org/blog/
http://www.godan.info
https://www.godan.info/pages/policy-guidance-advice
https://www.godan.info/pages/video-and-documentary
https://www.godan.info/pages/video-and-documentary
https://www.godan.info/pages/video-and-documentary
https://www.godan.info/training-courses
https://www.godan.info/training-courses
https://www.godan.info/pages/webinars
https://www.godan.info/pages/webinars
https://www.godan.info/sites/default/files/documents/Godan_Global_Data_Ecosystem_Publication_lowres.pdf
https://www.godan.info/sites/default/files/documents/Godan_Ownership_of_Open_Data_Publication_lowres.pdf
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Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data
www.data4sdgs.org

Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (Global Partnership) is a global network, 

headquartered in Washington, D.C. with a distributed team working from eight countries, with 

fiduciary hosting by the United Nations Foundation (501c3). The network works together to 

ensure the new opportunities of the data revolution are used to achieve the Sustainable De-

velopment Goals to improve lives, fight inequality, and promote environmental sustainability. It 

bridges divides between sectors as a connector, a facilitator, a broker, and an advocate. The 

Global Partnership brings together 600 partner organizations to put the power of data behind 

delivering the Sustainable Development Goals. Based on its Five-Year Strategy and its 2021-

2023 Country Engagement Strategy, it does this by: (i) Building a global movement advocating 

on data for development; (ii) Influencing and shaping global policies and frameworks on data; 

(iii) Getting data to where it is needed, in the hands of decision-makers and governments. The 

Global Partnership works through advocacy campaigns, like the Data Values Project, and var-

ious initiatives, like the Inclusive Data Charter and Data for Now. It offers learning resources for 

communities to build from others’ experiences and to help develop common mechanisms and 

approaches toward more coherent and inclusive data ecosystems.

Sample publications: “Data for a Resilient Africa”; “Advancing Dialogue on Data Governance in Latin America 
and the Caribbean”; “Four Recommendations for Building Trust in Multistakeholder Governance of the Data 
Economy”; “Improved Data Governance Leads to Better Economic Outcomes for Philippine Citizens”; “Four 
Approaches to Align Data Values Across Communities of Practice”; “Toward a Common Understanding of Data 
Governance”; News

Global Techno Politics Forum
https://technopolitics.org

Global Techno Politics Forum is a U.S. non-governmental independent organization that 

strives to be innovative and imaginative. Its mission is to shape the public debate and facil-

itate global coordination at the intersection of technology and geopolitics. It achieves this 

mission through convenings, research and community building.

Sample publications: “Data: Governance and Geopolitics”; “Data Free Flow with Trust”, “Why Data Govern-
ance Matters”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Agriculture, Economy, 

development, trade & finance, 
Education, Environment, 

Health, Justice, Gender,  
Food security, Media, 

Transportation & mobility

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Go Open Data Association (GOOD)
www.go-opendata.ca

GOOD is a non-governmental organization whose mission is to support the open government 

and open-data principles for sustainable community well-being. It executes its mission through 

knowledge sharing, open dialogue and collaboration, and programs, including an annual sig-

nature conference, workshops and other events as part of providing knowledge sharing, skills 

building and open community dialogue. It also hosts a series of resources to support public 

institutions to adopt open data as well as projects and initiatives.

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objective:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community building, 

Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

http://www.data4sdgs.org
https://www.data4sdgs.org/sites/default/files/2019-01/GPSDD%20Five%20Year%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffile_uploads%2FCountry%2520engagement%2520strategy.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=G5gPKbyNkItgBF5uYH6XLRwvyAbhKNepI7sQ6NPbpF4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.data4sdgs.org/datavaluesproject
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Findex.php%2Finitiative-listing&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LIneXO7bWLIlY5vwGbO%2By1qM9mGS3pJJmLLSpX%2FBZd4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Findex.php%2Finitiatives%2Finclusive-data-charter&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2KNMUHM9kpKtfLpdiQV%2BlSRlCMOLUhfYkKW9Lzdkg%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Findex.php%2Finitiatives%2Finclusive-data-charter&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2KNMUHM9kpKtfLpdiQV%2BlSRlCMOLUhfYkKW9Lzdkg%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Finitiatives%2Fdata-now&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZCAJl1Nx42%2B4OXNfTFdQh0Kja9V68kIWFoKfNykR%2BAM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news/advancing-dialogue-data-governance-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Fresources%2Fdata-resilient-africa&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ycka1wVcAfV%2BZfKG%2BFNefpHjQsYL43w8aBZ75s1oP9U%3D&reserved=0
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news/advancing-dialogue-data-governance-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news/advancing-dialogue-data-governance-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Fnews%2Ffour-recommendations-building-trust-multistakeholder-governance-data-economy&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=byI4r%2FKXPrgIdY8RnuATvjnVkLeqFXztJmwG2d3LUjg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.data4sdgs.org%2Fnews%2Ffour-recommendations-building-trust-multistakeholder-governance-data-economy&data=04%7C01%7Cjslotin%40data4sdgs.org%7C719a183f73ea4ee9670008da05777cc5%7C5759a30d63b34fe7957010ff03bb6c92%7C0%7C0%7C637828308010445125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=byI4r%2FKXPrgIdY8RnuATvjnVkLeqFXztJmwG2d3LUjg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.data4sdgs.org/sites/default/files/2018-10/PSA%20Case%20Study.pdf
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news/four-approaches-align-data-values-across-communities-practice
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news/four-approaches-align-data-values-across-communities-practice
https://www.data4sdgs.org/index.php/news/toward-common-understanding-data-governance
https://www.data4sdgs.org/index.php/news/toward-common-understanding-data-governance
https://www.data4sdgs.org/news-listing
https://technopolitics.org
https://technopolitics.org/mission/
https://technopolitics.org/data-governance-and-geopolitics/
https://technopolitics.org/data-free-flow-with-trust-dfft/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/geotech-cues/why-data-governance-matters/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/geotech-cues/why-data-governance-matters/
http://www.go-opendata.ca
https://www.go-opendata.ca/conference
https://www.go-opendata.ca/workshops
https://www.go-opendata.ca/workshops
https://www.go-opendata.ca/events-summary
https://www.go-opendata.ca/resources
https://www.go-opendata.ca/our-projects
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Gov Lab
https://thegovlab.org

Gov Lab is an academic organization, founded at NYU and affiliated with Northeastern Uni-

versity, that aims to improve people’s lives by changing the way we govern. Its goal is to 

strengthen the ability of institutions, including governments, and people to work openly, col-

laboratively, effectively and legitimately to make better decisions and solve public problems. 

To execute its mission, the  Lab works on data projects.  It hosts a large library of resources 

on data governance and other topics.

Sample publications: “The Third Wave of Open Data”; “Data Protection and Digital Agency for Refugees”;  
Blog

Governance Data Alliance
https://governancedata.org

Governance Data Alliance is a community of governance data producers, users, and funders 

committed to the effective production and use of high-quality data to advance democratic 

governance reforms in countries. The Alliance encourages greater coordination amongst 

data producers to fill data gaps while simultaneously investigating who governance data 

users actually are. The goal is to produce and aggregate high-quality but accessible gov-

ernance data that policymakers and other change agents can use to take action. Projects 

include knowledge sharing and collaboration among data producers, publishing and pro-

moting a governance data dashboard that aggregates high quality data in one place, and 

collecting and analyzing governance data user habits and trends.

Guarini Global Law & Tech
www.guariniglobal.org

Guarini Global Law & Tech is an initiative of the New York University (NYU) School of Law’s  

new Guarini Institute for Global Legal Studies. The initiative brings together in-depth inter-

disciplinary study, practice, and exploration of legal and regulatory issues that are transform-

ing legal practice in a new global landscape.

Sample publications: “Confronting Data Inequality”; “The Digital Markets Act: A Procompetitive Recalibration 
of Data Relations”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://thegovlab.org
https://thegovlab.org/projects.html
https://thegovlab.org/projects.html
https://thelivinglib.org/
https://blog.thegovlab.org/post/the-third-wave-of-open-data
https://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/documents/WRC%20Research%20Paper%20no.12.pdf
https://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/documents/WRC%20Research%20Paper%20no.12.pdf
https://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/documents/WRC%20Research%20Paper%20no.12.pdf
https://blog.thegovlab.org/
https://blog.thegovlab.org/
https://governancedata.org
https://governancedata.org/about/
https://governancedata.org/about/
https://governancedata.org/about/
http://www.guariniglobal.org
https://www.guariniglobal.org/confronting-data-inequality
https://www.guariniglobal.org/bazenov-dma-recalibration-data-relations
https://www.guariniglobal.org/bazenov-dma-recalibration-data-relations
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Health Data Collaborative
www.healthdatacollaborative.org

Health Data Collaborative is a non-governmental organization that provides a collaborative 

platform that leverages and aligns technical and financial resources to country owned strat-

egies and plans for collecting, storing, analyzing and using data to improve health outcomes, 

with specific focus on SDG targets and communities that are left behind. The group exe-

cutes its mission through partnering with global health stakeholders and building knowledge 

through its working groups and tools they produce.

Sample publications: “Data and Digital Governance Working Group: Terms of Reference”

Healthcare Data Institute
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com

Healthcare Data Institute is a global think tank dedicated to the transformation of the health-

care system through the scientific and economic use of health data for the benefit of health-

care system stakeholders, patients and citizens. Its mission is executed through the Data 

Innovation Program, which aims to support the elaboration, dissemination, and development 

of AI/data projects in the healthcare sector and through working groups who focus on big 

data and healthcare topics.

Networking and activities: https://healthcaredatainstitute.com/activities/#title2

Sample publications: “Unlocking the Full Potential of Data Analytics for the Benefit of All”; “Big Data and Pre-
vention From Prediction to Demonstration” 

H

HIE of One
https://hieofone.com

HIE of One is a U.S. non-governmental organization focused on building a solution to health-

care records spread across apps, portals, and systems, leaving patients and providers with-

out an easy way to access and share important health data. HIE of One is building a private, 

patient-directed health information record, the Trustee®, designed to address the needs 

of multiple stakeholders across the healthcare delivery spectrum, while giving the patient 

complete control over who has access, to what, and when. Other projects include Nirvana 

Labs and CoverUs.

Sample publications: “Trustee Health Passport for COVID-19 Working Prototype Sprint”; “Community Organ-
izations Can Reduce the Privacy Impacts of Surveillance During COVID-19”

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Health

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
France

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Health

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Health

The Atlas

http://www.healthdatacollaborative.org
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/what-we-do/
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/knowledge-hub/
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/working-groups/
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/fileadmin/uploads/hdc/Documents/Working_Groups/Data_and_Digital_Governance/Governance_TOR.pdf
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com/working-groups/
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com/activities/#title2
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/hdi_unlocking-the-full-potential-of-data_vf_151125f.pdf
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/hdi-bigdata-prevention-2016-final.pdf
https://healthcaredatainstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/hdi-bigdata-prevention-2016-final.pdf
https://hieofone.com
https://hieofone.com/#why-trustee
https://nirvanalabs.org/
https://nirvanalabs.org/
https://coverus.health/
https://github.com/HIEofOne/Trustee-Immunity-Passport
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2020/04/29/covid19-privacy-surveillance-community-organizations/
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2020/04/29/covid19-privacy-surveillance-community-organizations/
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Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social 
Research (ICPSR)
www.icpsr.umich.edu

ICPSR is an international consortium of more than 750 academic institutions and research 

organizations. Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research provides lead-

ership and training in data access, curation, and methods of analysis for the social science 

research community. ICPSR maintains a data archive of more than 250,000 files of research 

in the social and behavioral sciences. It hosts 21 specialized collections of data in education, 

aging, criminal justice, substance abuse, terrorism, and other fields. The group advances its 

mission through research on the emerging challenges of digital curation and data science, 

education, and thematic data collections.

Sample publications: “Guide to Social Science Data Preparation and Archiving”; “Data Management and 
Curation”

Impact and Policy Research Institute
www.impriindia.com

Impact and Policy Research Institute is a start-up research think tank in India. It is a platform 

for pro-active, independent, non-partisan and policy-based research. It contributes to de-

bates and deliberations for action-based solutions to a host of strategic issues. IMPRI seeks 

to confront the most critical challenges to issues of socio-economic, political and environ-

mental importance through qualitative and quantitative analysis. The analytical framework 

is strengthened through three types of activities: Building Dynamic Evidence, Deepening 

Public Debate, and Catalyzing Transparent and Accountable Governance.

Sample publications: “Population Data and Pandemic Preparedness”; “Comprehensive Data Governance: 
Evolution, Challenges, and the Way Forward for Policy”

I

IndiaSpend
www.indiaspend.com

IndiaSpend is a non-profit organization in India that utilizes open data to inform the public 

on a range of issues, with the aim of fostering better governance and more transparency 

and accountability in governance. The group believes data is crucial for public discourse at 

a time when citizens are becoming an active part of the governance process. IndiaSpend is 

growing to become an “agency of record” on data and facts on the Indian social and political 

economy with focus on education and healthcare. A related objective is also to make the 

use of data exciting and a first recourse for young India, rather than opinion, by reaching 

them through social media and in innovative formats.

Sample publications: “Data Gaps”; “Data Viz”; Governance Newsletter

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  Knowledge 

and capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
India

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,  

Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
India

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Data aggregator, 
Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

ICT Users Association (ASUTIC)
https://asutic.org

ASUTIC is a non-profit organization based in Senegal that aims to protect digital rights, pro-

mote digital economy, and digital ecology. Its vision is to strengthen democracy through ICT, 

i.e. getting people access to knowledge and information and protecting personal data. Its 

programs include Privacy, Personal Data Protection and Security and Transparency. It col-

lects and provides data and governance online resources. Through community building and 

advocacy, ASUTIC focuses on mobilizing for democracy through transparency, accountabil-

ity of policy makers and citizen participation, based on gender equality.  

Sample publications: Blog and releases

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters: 
Senegal

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Capacity and community  

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/about/data-stewardship.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/about/data-stewardship.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/instructors/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/instructors/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/thematic-collections.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/thematic-collections.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/deposit/dataprep.pdf
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/index.html
http://www.impriindia.com
https://www.impriindia.com/event-report/population-data-pandemic-preparedness/
https://www.impriindia.com/event-report/comprehensive-data-governance/
https://www.impriindia.com/event-report/comprehensive-data-governance/
http://www.indiaspend.com
https://www.indiaspend.com/about-us
https://www.indiaspend.com/data-gaps
https://www.indiaspend.com/data-viz
https://www.indiaspend.com/governance-newsletter
https://asutic.org
https://www.adcg.org/laws-and-regulations/
https://www.adcg.org/laws-and-regulations/
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InfoAmazonia
https://infoamazonia.org

InfoAmazonia is an independent media outlet that uses maps, data, and geolocalized re-

ports to tell stories about the endangered Amazon region. A network of organizations and 

journalists deliver updates from the nine countries of the forest. The data used is renewed 

frequently and is freely available for download. The comparison between stories and data 

aims to improve the public’s perception of issues in the Amazon region.

Sample publications: “How Money Laundering, Livestock, and Land Grabbing Feed Corruption in the Ama-
zon”; “Deforestation Grows in Electoral Years in Brazil and Other Tropical Countries”

Innovation for Poverty Action
www.poverty-action.org

Innovation for Poverty Action is a research and policy non-profit organization that creates 

and shares evidence, while equipping decision-makers to use evidence to reduce poverty. 

With a long-term presence in 22 countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, IPA leads the 

field of development in cutting-edge research quality, innovation, and impact. Its program 

areas include agriculture, education, financial inclusion, governance, health, peace and re-

covery, entrepreneurship, and social protection. IPA values research transparency, thus da-

ta-sharing is a key component of transparent research.

Sample publications: “2020-2021 IPA Annual Report”; “Report: Measuring Fees and Transparency in Nige-
ria’s Digital Financial Services”; Blog

Interconección.lat
http://interconexion.lat

Interconección.lat is a on-governmental organization that promotes the exchange and 

co-production of data between civil society organizations in Latin America to face cross-bor-

der challenges and make the efforts of the region more efficient.

Sample publications: “First Report”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Latin America & Caribbean

Country/Headquarters:
Brazil

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,   

Knowledge building

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
Latin America & Caribbean

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Capacity and  

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coallition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community and  

capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://infoamazonia.org
https://infoamazonia.org/en/2021/12/10/money-laundering-livestock-land-grabbing-amazon/
https://infoamazonia.org/en/2021/12/10/money-laundering-livestock-land-grabbing-amazon/
https://infoamazonia.org/en/2022/01/24/deforestation-grows-in-electoral-years-in-brazil/
https://infoamazonia.org/en/2022/01/24/deforestation-grows-in-electoral-years-in-brazil/
http://www.poverty-action.org
https://www.poverty-action.org/research
https://www.poverty-action.org/research
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/agriculture
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/agriculture
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/education
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/education
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/financial-inclusion
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/financial-inclusion
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/governance
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/governance
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/health
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/health
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/peace-and-recovery
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/peace-and-recovery
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/peace-and-recovery
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/entrepreneurship-and-private-sector-development
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/entrepreneurship-and-private-sector-development
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/social-protection
https://www.poverty-action.org/program-area/social-protection
https://www.poverty-action.org/data
https://www.poverty-action.org/data
https://www.poverty-action.org/publication/2020-2021-ipa-annual-report
https://www.poverty-action.org/publication/report-measuring-fees-and-transparency-nigeria%E2%80%99s-digital-financial-services
https://www.poverty-action.org/publication/report-measuring-fees-and-transparency-nigeria%E2%80%99s-digital-financial-services
https://www.poverty-action.org/blog
http://interconexion.lat
http://interconexion.lat/informe-diagnostico.pdf
http://interconexion.lat/blog/
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International COVID-19 Data Alliance (ICODA)
https://icoda-research.org

ICODA is an independent consortium of leading life science, philanthropic, and research 

organizations uniting to respond to the COVID-19 global pandemic. Its mission is to build 

an open and trustworthy international research partnership to support a rapid response to 

COVID-19 and a long-term alliance for making data accessible to health researchers and 

scientists around the world. To execute its mission, the Alliance offers data contributors a 

streamlined process to access data. Driver projects are exemplar studies where ICODA 

is working in close partnership with data contributors and the research community. Work-

bench allows researchers to access and analyze global datasets while respecting privacy.

Sample publications: The urgent need for better coordination across the global data sharing landscape”; 
“Equitably harnessing the power of health data: the report”

International Data Spaces Association
https://internationaldataspaces.org

International Data Spaces Association brings together companies, scientists, lawmakers 

and other relevant stakeholders in a not-for-profit global association to create the technical 

standard that will guarantee secure and sovereign data exchange and safe collaboration 

among partners. More than 120 member organizations are working together to drive a new 

vision for a global, digital future in Europe and worldwide. Projects include IDS-RAM, data 

gateway standard, IDS reference testbed, IDS connector, and Data Space Radar.

Sample publications: “International Data Spaces Enabling Data Economy”; “Design Principles for Data Spac-
es”; “Implementing the European Strategy on Data Role of the International Data Spaces (IDS)”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Internet Society (ISOC)
www.internetsociety.org

ISOC is a global non-profit organization that supports and promotes the development of 

the internet as an open, secure and trustworthy global technical infrastructure, a resource 

to enrich people’s lives, and a force for good in society. People are at the heart of the Soci-

ety’s mission. The group seeks collaboration with all who share these goals. It executes its 

mission by offering programs and projects to close the digital divide and to strengthen the 

internet, and by advocacy.

Sample publications: “Internet Way of Networking Use Case: Data Localization”; “Action Plan 2022”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge 

and community building, 

Sector:
Health

Analysis: The Atlas at a Glance

https://icoda-research.org
https://icoda-research.org/about/about-us/#visionandmission
https://icoda-research.org/research/driver-projects/
https://portal.covid-19.aridhia.io/
https://portal.covid-19.aridhia.io/
https://icoda-research.org/the-urgent-need-for-better-coordination-across-the-global-data-sharing-landscape/
https://icoda-research.org/equitably-harnessing-the-power-of-health-data-the-report/
https://internationaldataspaces.org
https://internationaldataspaces.org/wp-content/uploads/IDS-Reference-Architecture-Model-3.0-2019.pdf
https://internationaldataspaces.org/use/din-spec/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/use/din-spec/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/use/reference-testbed/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/use/reference-testbed/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/use/ids-components/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/adopt/data-space-radar/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/adopt/data-space-radar/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/IDSA-brochure-International-Data-Spaces-Enabling-Data-Economy.pdf
https://design-principles-for-data-spaces.org/
https://design-principles-for-data-spaces.org/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/wp-content/uploads/IDSA-Position-Paper-Implementing-European-Data-Strategy-Role-of-IDS1.pdf
https://internationaldataspaces.org/category/blog/
https://internationaldataspaces.org/category/blog/
http://www.internetsociety.org
https://www.internetsociety.org/about-internet-society/
https://www.internetsociety.org/about-internet-society/
https://www.internetsociety.org/shaping-future-of-the-internet/#programs
https://www.internetsociety.org/shaping-future-of-the-internet/#programs
https://www.internetsociety.org/issues/strong-internet/
https://www.internetsociety.org/resources/doc/2020/internet-impact-assessment-toolkit/use-case-data-localization/
https://www.internetsociety.org/action-plan/2022/
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Inventario
https://proyectoinventario.org

Inventario is a non-profit project to facilitate access to open data and public information 

about Cuba. This independent media outlet combines investigative journalism techniques, 

open culture and civic technology to produce stories and structured resources that contrib-

ute to improving transparency, citizen participation and accountability of the institutions. It 

provides data on topics ranging from education to government and to health and economy.

Sample publications: “Attribution to the Pandora Papers of the alleged revelation of fraud in the Latin Grammy 
Awards is false”; “The Panamanian office where Latin American elites hid their wealth”; Blog

JoinData
https://join-data.nl

JoinData is a non-profit independent data platform in the Netherlands. The Future of Smart 

Farming focuses on farmers and agricultural innovation aiming to put farmers in charge of 

their data. Data catalogue provides information of types of data farmers may collect.

Sample publications: “The Power of Data Sharing Is in the Added Value”; “How Does NUWEA Director Sebas-
tian Visser Experience JoinData?”; “Do Pig Farmers Have Control Over Their Data?”

J

JusticeHub
https://justicehub.in

JusticeHub is a non-profit organization in India that empowers communities for data-driv-

en justice by making legal and justice data open, accessible and actionable. By becoming 

a shared and open resource for publishing justice data, JusticeHub aims to increase the 

access to and interoperability of data, and thus advance the open data movement in India. 

It provides  a repository of legal and justice data, Budget for Justice (open-source data an-

alytics), and Contribute data. 

Sample publications: Resources; Newsletter; Forum

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Cuba

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator 

Sector:
Environment, Health,  

Economy, development, 
trade & finance, Education, 

Transportation & mobility

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
The Netherlands

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Agriculture

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
India

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity and 

community building
 

Sector:
Justice

The Atlas

https://proyectoinventario.org
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/educacion/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/educacion/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/gobierno/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/gobierno/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/salud/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/salud/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/economia/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/datos/economia/
https://proyectoinventario.org/atribucion-a-los-pandora-papers-de-supuesta-revelacion-de-fraude-en-los-premios-grammy-latinos-es-falsa/
https://proyectoinventario.org/atribucion-a-los-pandora-papers-de-supuesta-revelacion-de-fraude-en-los-premios-grammy-latinos-es-falsa/
https://proyectoinventario.org/el-despacho-panameno-donde-las-elites-latinoamericanas-ocultaban-sus-riquezas/
https://proyectoinventario.org/category/blog/
https://join-data.nl
https://join-data.nl/en/data-catalogue/
https://join-data.nl/en/news/the-power-of-data-sharing-is-in-the-added-value/
https://join-data.nl/en/news/how-does-nuwea-director-sebastian-visser-experience-joindata/
https://join-data.nl/en/news/how-does-nuwea-director-sebastian-visser-experience-joindata/
https://join-data.nl/en/news/do-pig-farmers-have-control-over-their-data/
https://justicehub.in
https://justicehub.in/dataset
https://budgets.justicehub.in/
https://budgets.justicehub.in/
https://justicehub.in/login?came_from=/upload
https://justicehub.in/login?came_from=/upload
https://docs.justicehub.in/
https://dataforjustice.substack.com/
https://dataforjustice.substack.com/
https://forum.justicehub.in/
https://forum.justicehub.in/
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L La Quadrature du Net 
www.laquadrature.net

La Quadrature du Net is a French non-profit member-based association that promotes and 

defends fundamental freedoms in the digital world and fights against censorship and sur-

veillance, both from states or private companies. It works to advance free, decentralized, 

and empowering internet. It executes its mission through advocacy and knowledge building. 

LQDN fights against the commodification of our personal data: Personal Data. 

Sample publications: “Amazon Fined 746 Million Euros Following Our Collective Legal Action”; “Orange Re-
cycles its Geolocation Service for the Global Pandemic”

Laboratory for Public Policy and the Internet
http://lapin.org.br

Laboratory for Public Policy and the Internet is a non-profit think tank dedicated to digital policy 

based in the Brazilian capital of Brasília. Researchers, lawyers, engineers and representatives 

from both the public and the private sectors contribute to LAPIN’s goal of analyzing and sup-

porting the development of public policies focused on the regulation of digital technologies. 

Its mission of assisting decision-makers, raising the quality of public debate and promoting a 

regulatory environment in Brazil that respects privacy, freedom and other human rights is exe-

cuted through projects on surveillance, AI, digital economy and disinformation.

Sample publications: “Lapin Participates in Debate on Surveillance in Latin America”; “Democracy and Cy-
ber-Freedom in Reverse?”

Ladysmith Collective
https://ladysmithcollective.com

Ladysmith Collective is a private feminist research consultancy. It is a woman-owned social 

purpose corporation, founded by Canadians who often find themselves abroad. Through 

feminist research and advocacy, the organization is crafting a more just world. Guided by the 

principle “no research about us, without us,” Ladysmith makes women and their life experi-

ences central to crafting a more just and caring world. The organization uses digital technol-

ogies to collect gender data, conducts field research and desk reviews. Gender Data Kit is a 

set of technologies, feminist methods, and resources for gender data projects. The research 

team collected data to identify and change beliefs, practices, and policies that contribute to 

gender injustice and inequality.

Sample publications: “Who Cares During Crisis? New Global Gender Data on Time Poverty During the COV-
ID-19 Pandemic”; “Cosas de Mujeres Gender Data No. 9”; “Gender Data Brief No.8”; “Abuses Suffered by Wom-
en in Survival Sex and by Sexually Exploited Women in Cúcuta”; “When Building Peace is Dangerous Work for 
Women”; “Femicide and the Media: Do Reporting Practices Normalize Gender-Based Violence?”; Newsletter

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
France

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,  

Advocacy
 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Brazil

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,  

Advocacy
 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building,  
Advocacy 

Sector:
Justice, Health, Gender, 
Economy, development,  

trade & finance

The Atlas

http://www.laquadrature.net
https://www.laquadrature.net/about/
https://www.laquadrature.net/about/
https://www.laquadrature.net/en/personnal-data/
https://www.laquadrature.net/en/personnal-data/
https://www.laquadrature.net/en/2021/07/30/amazon-fined-746-million-euros-following-our-collective-legal-action/
https://www.laquadrature.net/en/2020/03/31/orange-recycles-its-geolocation-service-for-the-global-pandemic/
https://www.laquadrature.net/en/2020/03/31/orange-recycles-its-geolocation-service-for-the-global-pandemic/
http://lapin.org.br
https://lapin.org.br/en-gb/about-us/
https://lapin.org.br/en-gb/projects/
https://lapin.org.br/en-gb/projects/
https://lapin.org.br/en-gb/2021/10/26/lapin-participates-in-debate-on-surveillance-in-latin-america/
https://lapin.org.br/en-gb/2021/03/26/democracy-and-cyber-freedom-in-reverse/
https://lapin.org.br/en-gb/2021/03/26/democracy-and-cyber-freedom-in-reverse/
https://ladysmithcollective.com
https://ladysmithcollective.com/toolkit/
https://ladysmithcollective.com/our-team/
https://ladysmithcollective.com/our-team/
https://ladysmithcollective.com/our-team/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Tj29jSPSpPEZYoAYDjdyIC4X7j_NPyk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Tj29jSPSpPEZYoAYDjdyIC4X7j_NPyk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFFHRk5HIxeh4XFiJox-NlX7_sQTQORL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DOk-uatC5owNHeWzNrOD5D6aiHOdpav2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E50sm41GN42uswrqpeMaAlP42DSf0rGs/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E50sm41GN42uswrqpeMaAlP42DSf0rGs/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Lc8ThZ7YxEty5eBqip1krQ2GQdtdMyk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Lc8ThZ7YxEty5eBqip1krQ2GQdtdMyk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ox6TzMAMgUEdm5C2pNr3_kQUbSCu345r/view
https://ladysmithcollective.com/updates-from-ladysmith-2/
https://ladysmithcollective.com/updates-from-ladysmith-2/
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Latin America Open Data Initiative (ILDA)
https://idatosabiertos.org

ILDA is a non-profit organization that aims to understand how the use of data could serve 

a fair, open and sustainable Latin America. ILDA is part of the Open Data for Development 

Network. The group focuses on community, gender and inclusion, developing technologies, 

and transparency and governance. It executes its mission through projects and by providing 

resources.

Sample publications: “Citizen Participation and Public Procurement in Latin America: Case Studies”; “Guide 
for the Collection of Migration Data”; Newsletter and Blog

Maiam Nari Wingara Indigenous Data Sovereignty 
Collective
www.maiamnayriwingara.org

Maiam Nari Wingara Indigenous Data Sovereignty Collective is a non-governmental orga-

nization in Australia that was formed in early 2017 in order to develop Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander data sovereignty principles and to identify Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-

er strategic data assets. The aim of the Collective is to empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander to engage in indigenous data sovereignty and to advocate for rights using data to 

inform development.

Sample publications: “Data for Governance: Governance of Data”; “Indigenous health data and the path to 
healing”; “Indigenous Data Sovereignty”; “Good Data Practices for Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Gov-
ernance”

M

Measures for Justice 
https://measuresforjustice.org

Measures for Justice is on a mission to make accurate criminal justice data available to spur 

reform in the United States. It aims  to accomplish its mission by showing people what crim-

inal justice looks like nationwide, helping to standardize and improve criminal justice data 

nationwide, offering tools, services and research to ensure people can use the data to best 

effect. Projects include Textricator and Expr.

Sample publications: “A Look Inside the Black Box of New York State’s Criminal Justice Data”; “Florida Crim-
inal Justice Data Transparency Standard Operating Procedure”; “2021 Annual Report”; Newsletter

Geographic scope:
Latin America & Caribbean 

Country/Headquarters:
Uruguay

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National 

Country/Headquarters:
Australia

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Indigenous rights

Geographic scope:
National 

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Knowledge building 

Sector:
Justice

The Atlas

https://idatosabiertos.org
https://www.od4d.net/
https://www.od4d.net/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/comunidad/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/comunidad/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/genero-e-inclusion/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/genero-e-inclusion/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/tecnologias-emergentes/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/tecnologias-emergentes/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/transparencia-y-gobernabilidad/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/eje/transparencia-y-gobernabilidad/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/proyectos1/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/proyectos1/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/recursos1/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/recursos1/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/publicaciones/participacion-ciudadana-y-compras-publicas-en-america-latina-marco-conceptual-analisis-de-casos-y-factores-de-exito/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/publicaciones/datos-sobre-migracion/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/publicaciones/datos-sobre-migracion/
https://idatosabiertos.org/en/blog/
http://www.maiamnayriwingara.org
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3043afb40b9d20411f3512/t/5b70e7742b6a28f3a0e14683/1534125946810/Indigenous+Data+Sovereignty+Summit+June+2018+Briefing+Paper.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3043afb40b9d20411f3512/t/5b70e71740ec9a4b5a83d900/1534125848018/Indigenous+Health+data+and+the+path+to+healing.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3043afb40b9d20411f3512/t/5b70e71740ec9a4b5a83d900/1534125848018/Indigenous+Health+data+and+the+path+to+healing.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3043afb40b9d20411f3512/t/5b70e7742b6a28f3a0e14683/1534125946810/Indigenous+Data+Sovereignty+Summit+June+2018+Briefing+Paper.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3043afb40b9d20411f3512/t/5b70e9c889858355258ae64a/1534126543958/Good+data+practices+for+Indigenous+Data+Sovereignty+and+Governance+submitted.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3043afb40b9d20411f3512/t/5b70e9c889858355258ae64a/1534126543958/Good+data+practices+for+Indigenous+Data+Sovereignty+and+Governance+submitted.pdf
https://measuresforjustice.org
https://measuresforjustice.org/about
https://measuresforjustice.org/about
https://measuresforjustice.org/infrastructure
https://measuresforjustice.org/infrastructure
https://measuresforjustice.org/about/resources
https://measuresforjustice.org/about/resources
https://measuresforjustice.org/services
https://measuresforjustice.org/services
https://textricator.mfj.io/
https://textricator.mfj.io/
https://github.com/measuresforjustice/expr
https://github.com/measuresforjustice/expr
https://measuresforjustice.org/services/ny-landscape-report
https://measuresforjustice.org/services/florida-cjdt-standard-operating-procedure
https://measuresforjustice.org/services/florida-cjdt-standard-operating-procedure
https://measuresforjustice.org/services/florida-cjdt-standard-operating-procedure
https://measuresforjustice.org/about/annual-report
https://measuresforjustice.org/about/newsletter
https://measuresforjustice.org/about/newsletter
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MIDATA
www.midata.coop

MIDATA is a global non-profit that aims to show how data can be used for the common good, 

while at the same time ensuring the citizens’ control over their personal data. It operates an 

open-source data platform designed for international application, acts as a trustee for data 

collection and guarantees the sovereignty of citizens over the use of their data. Owners of a 

data account at MIDATA may actively contribute to medical research and clinical studies by 

granting selective access to their personal data. Projects include Mitrends Citizen Science 

and Corona Science.

Sample publications: “Shaping the Health Data Future: The DayOne Scenarios”; “Recommendations for an 
AI Strategy in Switzerland”

Metamorphosis Foundation
https://metamorphosis.org.mk

Metamorphosis Foundation is a non-profit organization in Macedonia that strengthens the 

awareness and capacity of citizens and civil society to take on the best role as activists 

for democracy, supporting the government to fulfill its democratic role. Its projects include 

Human rights online (big data, artificial intelligence, robotics, nanotechnology and genetics), 

education, and social accountability.

Sample publications: “Open Data Misconceptions: Experience from the Western Balkans”; “Digital Agenda 
Observatory 2021”

MIT Media Lab
www.media.mit.edu

MIT Media Lab is one of the world’s leading research and academic organizations. Media 

Lab designers, engineers, artists, and scientists strive to create technologies and experi-

ences that enable people to understand and transform their lives, communities, and environ-

ments. Founded in 1985, the Lab promotes an interdisciplinary research culture that brings 

together diverse areas of interest and inquiry. It executes its mission through projects, initia-

tives and centers. Projects include Make Data Matter, DataViva (data for the entire economy 

of Brazil, including exports and imports for each municipality and product, and occupation 

data for every municipality, industry, and occupation).

Sample publications: “Data experiences: novel interfaces for data engagement using environmental health 
data”; “DataBasic: design principles, tools and activities for data literacy learners”

Geographic scope:
National 

Country/Headquarters:
Macedonia

Type:
Non-governmental

Objective:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Justice

Geographic scope:
Global 

Country/Headquarters:
Switzerland

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Health

Geographic scope:
Global 

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Academic

Objectives:
Research institution

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

http://www.midata.coop
http://www.media.mit.edu
https://www.midata.coop/en/cooperative/
https://www.midata.coop/en/cooperative/
https://www.midata.coop/en/offer/mitrends/
https://www.midata.coop/en/offer/mitrends/
https://www.midata.coop/en/offer/corona-science/
https://www.midata.coop/en/offer/corona-science/
https://www.midata.coop/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/DayOne_HDSP.pdf
https://www.satw.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/02_Themen/08_Kuenstliche-Intelligenz/SATW-Swiss_AI_Strategy.pdf
https://www.satw.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/02_Themen/08_Kuenstliche-Intelligenz/SATW-Swiss_AI_Strategy.pdf
https://metamorphosis.org.mk
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/en/programi/human-rights-online/
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/en/programi/human-rights-online/
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/en/programi/education-for-innovation/
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/en/programi/education-for-innovation/
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/en/programi/social-accountability/
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/en/vo-fokusot/open-data-misconceptions-experience-from-the-western-balkans/
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/dao-regional-report-2021_en.pdf
https://metamorphosis.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/dao-regional-report-2021_en.pdf
http://www.media.mit.edu
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=groups
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=projects
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=projects
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=initiatives
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=initiatives
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=initiatives
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=centers
https://www.media.mit.edu/research/?filter=centers
https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/making-data-matter/overview/
https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/making-data-matter/overview/
https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/dataviva-new/overview/
https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/dataviva-new/overview/
https://www.media.mit.edu/publications/data-experiences-novel-interfaces-for-data-engagement-using-environmental-health-data/
https://www.media.mit.edu/publications/data-experiences-novel-interfaces-for-data-engagement-using-environmental-health-data/
https://www.media.mit.edu/publications/databasic-design-principles-tools-and-activities-for-data-literacy-learners/
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MyData Global
https://mydata.org

MyData Global is an award-winning international non-profit organization whose mission is to 

empower individuals by improving their right to self-determination regarding their personal 

data. With over 100 organization members and close to 400 individual members from over 

40 countries, the group facilitates community working on the ethical issue of personal data. 

It organizes the MyData Conferences.

Sample publications: “My Data: An Introduction to Human-Centric Use of Personal Data”; “My Data: A Nordic 
Model for Human-Centered Personal Data Management and Processing”; White papers; Newsletter

National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)
www.ncei.noaa.gov

NCEI is the U.S. leading authority for environmental data and manages one of the largest 

archives of atmospheric, coastal, geophysical, and oceanic research in the world. NCEI con-

tributes to the NESDIS mission by developing new products (26,000 datasets) and services 

that span the science disciplines and enable better data discovery. Its resources include 

climate reports, outreach seminars, and severe weather information.

Sample publications: “Data stewardship maturity report for Meteorological and Oceanographic Data Col-
lected from the National Data Buoy Center Coastal-Marine Automated Network (C-MAN) and Moored (Weath-
er) Buoys”; “NOAA Extreme Weather Information Sheets (NEWIS)”

N

National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON)
www.neonscience.org

NEON is a continental-scale governmental observation facility operated by Battelle and de-

signed to collect long-term open access ecological data to better understand how U.S. eco-

systems are changing. Its resources include NEON operated by Battelle (meteorological, 

soil, organismal, biogeochemical, freshwater aquatic, and remote sensing data) and educa-

tional resources: workshops, code hub, and learning hub. It is part of the National Science 

Foundation.

Sample publications: “Research Support and Assignable Assets”; “Protocols & Standardized Methods”

Geographic scope:
Global 

Country/Headquarters:
Finland

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Capacity building

Sector:
Environment

The Atlas

https://mydata.org
https://mydata.org/mydata-conferences/
https://mydata.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2020/08/mydata-white-paper-english-2020.pdf
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/78439/MyData-nordic-model.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/78439/MyData-nordic-model.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://mydata.org/papers/
https://mydata.org/papers/
https://mydata.org/global-newsletter/
https://mydata.org/global-newsletter/
http://www.ncei.noaa.gov
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/products
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/products
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/services
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/services
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/resources
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/resources
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/33365
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/33365
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/33365
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/resources/newis
http://www.neonscience.org
https://www.neonscience.org/impact/observatory-blog/observatory-status
https://www.neonscience.org/impact/observatory-blog/observatory-status
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/getting-started-neon-data-resources
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/getting-started-neon-data-resources
https://www.battelle.org/
https://www.battelle.org/
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/learning-hub/workshops-courses
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/learning-hub/workshops-courses
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/code-hub
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/learning-hub
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/learning-hub
https://www.nsf.gov/
https://www.nsf.gov/
https://www.nsf.gov/
https://www.neonscience.org/resources/research-support
https://www.neonscience.org/data-collection/protocols-standardized-methods
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National Geoscience Data Centre (NGDC)
www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-data/national-geoscience-data-centre

NGDC is part of the British Geological Survey. It is a global geoscience organization fo-

cused on public-good science for government and research to understand earth and en-

vironmental processes. Its mission is to provide impartial and independent geoscience ad-

vice and data through observation, monitoring and characterizing geological environments, 

both nationally and internationally. Collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and presenting data 

and knowledge are the Centre’s core activities. Research includes core geological survey 

and monitoring work; Data Search: is a data-right organization with other 400 datasets; and 

Government and policy provides independent advice to the U.K. government and the admin-

istrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Sample publications: “BGS Digital Data Review 2021-22”; Data Sets

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge building

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment

National Snow and Ice Data Center (NSIDC)
https://nsidc.org

NSIDC is a Canadian governmental organization that supports research into the world’s 

frozen realms: the snow, ice, glaciers, frozen ground, and climate interactions that make up 

Earth’s cryosphere. NSIDC manages and distributes scientific data, creates tools for data 

access, supports data users, performs scientific research, and educates the public about 

the cryosphere.

Sample publications: “In Search of a Common Language”; “A New Way to Find Arctic Data”; “Libre Frees 
Polar Data”

Geographic scope:
North America

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge building

Sector:
Environment

National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Open Data Portal
https://data.noaa.gov

NOAA Open Data Portal is an initiative led by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. This program is focused on two main initiatives. NOAA OneStop provides 

enhanced collection and granule searching for datasets archived at the National Centers 

for Environmental Information (NCEI). Emphasis is on both improved search relevancy and 

overall user experience. The NOAA Data Catalog is an inventory of all NOAA data collec-

tions. The user interface allows web-based searching by keywords and other attributes; 

machine-to-machine searching is available using the OGC CSW protocol (Open Geospatial 

Consortium Catalog Service for the Web). To further scale the impact of its data, NOAA has 

launched the Big Data Project (BDP), which provides an opportunity to combine NOAA’s 

tremendous volume of high-quality environmental data and advanced data products, private 

industry’s vast infrastructure and technical capacity, and the U.S. economy’s innovation and 

energy. There are over 220+ NOAA datasets on the Cloud Service Providers (CSPs) plat-

forms. Other data programs of NOAA include Radio Frequency Management, the Geospa-

tial Information System and the High Performance Computing and Communications.

Sample publications: “Open data on AWS supports sustainable agricultural practices and crop optimization”; 
“NOAA Big Data Program Plans Cloud Access to GOES-18 Data in Light of Upcoming GOES-T Launch”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, 

Knowledge and capacity 
building

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment, 

Economy, development,  
trade & finance

The Atlas

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-data/national-geoscience-data-centre
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-research/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-data/data-search/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-data/data-search/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/about-bgs/our-work/government-and-policy/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/about-bgs/our-work/government-and-policy/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/news/bgs-digital-data-review-2021-22/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-data/datasets/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/geological-data/datasets/
https://nsidc.org
https://nsidc.org/research/informatics
https://nsidc.org/research/informatics
https://nsidc.org/research
https://nsidc.org/research
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/education-resources/
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/education-resources/
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/quick-facts
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/quick-facts
https://nsidc.org/about/monthlyhighlights/archive/201310
https://nsidc.org/about/monthlyhighlights/archive/201308#arctic-data
https://nsidc.org/about/monthlyhighlights/archive/201208
https://nsidc.org/about/monthlyhighlights/archive/201208
https://data.noaa.gov
https://data.noaa.gov/onestop/
https://data.noaa.gov/dataset
https://www.noaa.gov/information-technology/big-data
https://www.noaa.gov/organization/information-technology/ocio-programs
https://www.noaa.gov/information-technology/big-data/stories/noaa-big-data-program-plans-cloud-access-to-goes-18-data-in-light-of-upcoming-goes-t-launch
https://www.noaa.gov/information-technology/big-data/stories/open-data-on-aws-supports-sustainable-agricultural-practices-and-crop-optimization
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Norwegian Centre for Research Data (NSD)
www.nsd.no

NSD is a national center and archive for research data. Its mission is to archive, facilitate, 

curate and disseminate data about people and society for the purpose of research. Funded 

by the Research Council of Norway, the NSD is merging with two other Norwegian organi-

zations, Uninett and The Directorate for ICT and joint services in higher education and re-

search, to form the new Norwegian Agency for Shared Services in Education and Research 

(Sikt).  Through its projects, it aims to deliver rich data resources and good data protection, 

data management and archiving support services to students, researchers, and companies 

working in higher education and research.

Sample publications: Annual Report 2020; NSD Strategy 2021-2024

Ocean Protocol
https://oceanprotocol.com

Ocean Protocol is a global organization governed by a Singapore-based non-profit that 

aims to unlock data for more equitable outcomes for users of data. The group is committed 

to kick-starting a New Data Economy that reaches every person, company and device, giv-

ing power back to data owners and enabling people to capture value from data to better our 

world. Its resources include Compute-to-Data, Data Science, and Data Tokens.

Sample publications: “Data Sharing Using the Latest Web3 Technologies”; “Data Whale Announces the 
Launch of ALGA”; Ocean Papers

O

Open Algorithms for Better Decision (OPAL)
www.opalproject.org

OPAL is a global non-governmental group that aims to unlock the potential of private data 

for public good in a privacy-conscientious, scalable, socially and economically sustainable 

manner. OPAL aims to serve as a trusted enabler to unlock the potential of data collected 

by private organizations by bringing the code to the data through open algorithms and safe 

and fair technological and governance systems for better decisions in support of the Sus-

tainable Development Goals around the globe.

Sample publications: “Mobile Phone Data for Informing Public Health Actions Across the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Life Cycle”; “Intelligent Connectivity and the Need for a New Data deal”

Open Corporates
https://opencorporates.com

Open Corporates is a global non-governmental group that aims to make the world’s com-

pany data open for all. It makes the largest open database of companies in the world 

openly available.

Sample publications: Annual Report 2020

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Norway

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Capacity building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Singapore

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Business, Economy, 

development, trade & finance

The Atlas

http://www.nsd.no
https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/
https://www.nsd.no/en/about-nsd-norwegian-centre-for-research-data/projects
https://www.nsd.no/en/about-nsd-norwegian-centre-for-research-data/projects
https://www.nsd.no/en/data-protection-services
https://www.nsd.no/en/data-protection-services
https://www.nsd.no/en/archiving-research-data
https://www.nsd.no/en/archiving-research-data
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/bejflyou/production/fadbaf08627e1a3dffc3533c9c09a39caf27c4c3.pdf
https://www.nsd.no/en/about-nsd-norwegian-centre-for-research-data/nsd-strategy-20212024
https://www.nsd.no/en/about-nsd-norwegian-centre-for-research-data/nsd-strategy-20212024
https://oceanprotocol.com
https://oceanprotocol.com/technology/compute-to-data
https://oceanprotocol.com/technology/data-science
https://oceanprotocol.com/technology/data-science
https://oceanprotocol.com/technology/data-tokens
https://oceanprotocol.com/technology/data-tokens
https://blog.oceanprotocol.com/data-sharing-using-the-latest-web3-technologies-7703624aa709
https://blog.oceanprotocol.com/data-whale-announces-the-launch-of-alga-the-first-mobile-defi-wallet-for-the-ocean-market-dea73f29f7d8
https://blog.oceanprotocol.com/data-whale-announces-the-launch-of-alga-the-first-mobile-defi-wallet-for-the-ocean-market-dea73f29f7d8
https://oceanprotocol.com/technology/roadmap#papers
http://www.opalproject.org
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599ef170197aeac586fed53f/t/61b3a776d485a9398f031aba/1639163767337/Mobile-phone-data-forinforming-public-health-actions-across-the-COVID-19-pandemic-life-cycle.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599ef170197aeac586fed53f/t/61b3a776d485a9398f031aba/1639163767337/Mobile-phone-data-forinforming-public-health-actions-across-the-COVID-19-pandemic-life-cycle.pdf
 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2019.07.008
https://opencorporates.com
https://opencorporates.com/info/our-purpose/
https://opencorporates.com/info/our-purpose/
https://opencorporates.com/info/our-data/
https://opencorporates.com/info/our-data/
https://opencorporates.com/info/our-purpose/
https://opencorporates.com/info/our-purpose/
https://opencorporates.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/opencorporates-annual-report-2020-1.pdf
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Open Culture Foundation
https://ocf.tw

Open Culture Foundation is a non-profit in Taiwan that supports local communities advocating 

the use of open technologies in broader sectors, including open-source software, open hard-

ware, and open data. It aims to help government, enterprises, and non-governmental organiza-

tions better understand the benefits of adopting open source and to promote the importance 

of open data to the public sphere through nine projects and ongoing community projects.

Sample publications: Annual Reports

Open Data Alliance
http://www.opendata4tw.org.tw

Open Data Alliance, or Organization for Data-Driven Application (ODA), is a fellowship alli-

ance under the Taipei Computer Business Association (TCA) that aims to promote the ap-

plication and development of the open data industry, the internationalization of the Open 

Data industry, and international exchanges and cooperation. Its projects include integrating 

government open data and private sector data, linking private data platforms with thematic 

portals, jointly promoting data value-added applications with the power of industry alliances, 

and providing development and innovation services for the public and enterprises.

Open Data Charter
https://opendatacharter.net

Open Data Charter is a collaboration among more than 150 governments and organizations 

working to open up data based on a shared set of principles (adopted by 85 national and lo-

cal governments). It promotes policies and practices that enable governments and CSOs to 

collect, share, and use well-governed data, to respond effectively and in an accountable way 

to the following focus areas: anti-corruption, climate action and pay equity. Its mission is to 

make data open and freely available, while protecting the rights of people and communities. 

Its resources include guides and reports.

Sample publications: “Roadmap to Fight Corruption with Open Data”; Blog

Open Data for Development Network
www.od4d.net

Open Data for Development Network is a global network committed to advancing the un-

derstanding, use, and impact of open data. Its projects support critical research and the 

evolution of open data ecosystems in developing countries in order to spur social change, 

increase government transparency, and support the SDGs. Projects include Feminist Open 

Government, State of Open Data, and Global Data Barometer.

Sample publications: “Governments Looking to Increase Women’s Economic Empowerment Might Want 
to Look in the Mirror”; “How to Empower Women-Led Businesses and Make Public Procurement More 
Inclusive”; Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Taiwan

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
China

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Community building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy
 

Sector:
Environment, Gender

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy
 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://ocf.tw
https://ocf.tw/en/p/ocf
https://ocf.tw/en/p/ocf
https://ocf.tw/en/p/community
https://ocf.tw/en/p/community
https://ocf.tw/en/
http://www.opendata4tw.org.tw
https://opendatacharter.net
https://opendatacharter.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/opendatacharter-charter_F.pdf
https://opendatacharter.net/government-adopters/
https://opendatacharter.net/government-adopters/
https://opendatacharter.net/government-adopters/
https://opendatacharter.net/who-we-are/
https://opendatacharter.net/who-we-are/
https://opendatacharter.net/resources/?type-post-resources=guide
https://opendatacharter.net/resources/?type-post-resources=report
https://opendatacharter.net/resources/?type-post-resources=report
https://fightcorruption.opendatacharter.net/
https://opendatacharter.medium.com/
http://www.od4d.net
https://www.od4d.net/global-initiatives.html#feminist-open-governmen
https://www.od4d.net/global-initiatives.html#feminist-open-governmen
https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/
https://globaldatabarometer.org/
https://globaldatabarometer.org/
https://medium.com/opendatacharter/governments-looking-to-increase-womens-economic-empowerment-might-want-to-look-in-the-mirror-fdb07c7170f6
https://medium.com/opendatacharter/governments-looking-to-increase-womens-economic-empowerment-might-want-to-look-in-the-mirror-fdb07c7170f6
https://www.open-contracting.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OCP2020-Insights-WLB-procurement.pdf
https://www.open-contracting.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OCP2020-Insights-WLB-procurement.pdf
https://www.od4d.net/project-updates.html


DATAS P H E R E  G OV E R N A N C E  AT L AS

8 1

Open Data Institute
https://theodi.org

Open Data Institute is a non-profit with a mission to work with companies and governments 

to build an open, trustworthy data ecosystem. The Institute works with a range of organiza-

tions, governments, public bodies, and civil society to create a world where data works for 

everyone. This means getting data to those who need it, particularly in response to the U.N. 

Sustainable Development Goals. Its projects include Explainers, courses and training, and 

tools and resources (e.g. Data Ethics Canvas, Ecosystem Mapping, Policy Design Patterns, 

Standards Guidebook, Datapolis Board Game).

Sample publications:  “Exploring Global Perspectives on Data Trusts”; Reports

Open Data Manchester
www.opendatamanchester.org.uk

Open Data Manchester is a U.K. not-for-profit formed from a diverse group of open data ad-

vocates in 2010 that supports organizations to release data and helps people use it. It exe-

cutes its vision of a fair society, where everyone benefits from better decision making, better 

products and services, by promoting responsible and intelligent data practice supported by 

research and focused on need.

Sample publications: “Introducing the new Data Cooperatives Working Group - in collaboration with Aapti 
Institute”; “A Year in Open Data Manchester 2021”

Open Data Nepal
https://opendatanepal.com

Open Data Nepal is a civil society initiative to make Nepal’s data accessible online. The al-

most 700 datasets published at Open Data Nepal portal are harvested from different public 

agencies working under the government of Nepal. The portal allows users to publish, ex-

plore, download and use data to make their own visualizations, apps and services without 

any restriction. Online services include explore dataset, suggest dataset, and organization. 

Open Data Nepal is being incubated by Open Knowledge Nepal, a chapter of the members 

of Open Knowledge Foundation. OKF-Nepal also helps and supports open data entrepre-

neurs and startups to solve different kinds of data related problems they are facing through 

counseling, training and by developing tools for them. It executes its mission through proj-

ects: Open Election Data Week, Internal Data Learning Sessions, and Data Meetups.

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building,  
Advocacy  

Sector:
Agriculture, Environment, 

Health, Economy, development, 
trade & finance, Food security, 

Transportation & mobility

Geographic scope:
 National

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building,   
Data aggregator, Advocacy  

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
 National

Country/Headquarters:
Nepal

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Agriculture, Education, 

Economy, development, trade 
& finance, Environment, Health, 

Justice, Transportation  
& mobility

The Atlas

https://theodi.org/
https://theodi.org/about-the-odi/
https://theodi.org/about-the-odi/
https://theodi.org/knowledge-opinion/explainers/
https://theodi.org/service/courses-and-training/#1604925494745-10ad8529-4b8baed5-1976
https://theodi.org/service/tools-resources/#1536315786249-ae3d3382-0325
https://theodi.org/article/exploring-global-perspectives-on-data-trusts/
https://theodi.org/knowledge-opinion/reports/
http://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/who-we-are/
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/who-we-are/
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/services/
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/services/
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/data-cooperatives-working-group/
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/data-cooperatives-working-group/
https://www.opendatamanchester.org.uk/odm-2021/
https://opendatanepal.com
https://opendatanepal.com/dataset
https://opendatanepal.com/dataset
https://opendatanepal.com/suggest-dataset
https://opendatanepal.com/suggest-dataset
https://opendatanepal.com/organization
https://opendatanepal.com/organization
https://np.okfn.org/program/ok-nepal-internal-data-learning-sessions/
https://np.okfn.org/program/data-meetup/
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Open Data Policy Lab (NYU)
https://opendatapolicylab.org

Open Data Policy Lab (NYU) supports decision-makers at the local, state and national levels as 

they accelerate the responsible re-use and opening of data for the benefit of society and the 

equitable spread of economic opportunity. It seeks to accomplish its mission through projects, 

such as Open Data Policy Lab: City Incubator. Using comparative analysis and research, the Lab 

will identify best open data practices and inform the development of responsible data initiatives.

Sample publications: “The Emergence of a Third Wave of Open Data”; “The Third Wave of Open Data 
Toolkit”; Blog

Open Data Research Network
https://webfoundation.org/our-work/projects/open-data-research-network/

Open Data Research Network has been established to connect researchers from across 

the world to explore the implementation and impact of open data initiatives. It is a joint proj-

ect of the International Development Research Centre and the Web Foundation seeking to 

develop wider partnerships.

Sample publications: “Embedding Open Data Practice”; “Open Data Barometer – Leaders Edition”

Open Data Watch
https://opendatawatch.com

Open Data Watch is an international non-profit organization of data experts working to bring 

change to organizations that produce and manage official statistical data. The group sup-

ports the efforts of national statistical offices (NSOs) to improve their data systems and har-

ness the advancements of the data revolution. Through its policy advice, data support, and 

monitoring work, the group influences and helps both NSOs and other organizations meet 

the goals of their national plans and the SDGs. Its aim is to make lasting changes to improve 

the coverage and openness of official statistics.

Sample publications: “Data Dissemination in the Digital Age”; “Gender Data Gaps: A Comparison of Three 
Regions”

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and capacity 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://opendatapolicylab.org
https://incubator.opendatapolicylab.org/
https://opendatapolicylab.org/images/odpl/third-wave-of-opendata.pdf
http://files.thegovlab.org/The-Third-Wave-of-Open-Data-Toolkit.pdf
http://files.thegovlab.org/The-Third-Wave-of-Open-Data-Toolkit.pdf
https://opendatapolicylab.org/blog/
https://opendatapolicylab.org/blog/
https://webfoundation.org/our-work/projects/open-data-research-network/
https://webfoundation.org/research/embedding-open-data-practice/
https://webfoundation.org/research/open-data-barometer-leaders-edition/
https://opendatawatch.com
https://opendatawatch.com/policy-advice/
https://opendatawatch.com/policy-advice/
https://opendatawatch.com/data-support/
https://opendatawatch.com/monitoring/
https://opendatawatch.com/monitoring/
https://opendatawatch.com/publications/data-dissemination-in-the-digital-age/
https://opendatawatch.com/publications/gender-data-gaps-a-comparison-of-three-regions/
https://opendatawatch.com/publications/gender-data-gaps-a-comparison-of-three-regions/
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Open Environmental Data Project
www.openenvironmentaldata.org

Open Environmental Data Project is an international non-governmental organization that val-

ues openness in practice as a way to create accountability, collaboration, and direct access. 

It executes its mission through research, workshops, pilots and prototypes, and storytelling 

for the future. The Project focuses on building stronger environmental management and 

governance practices within existing systems and envisioning different futures for environ-

mental governance in practice.

Sample publications: Digital Rights; Data Governance Models; Blog

Open Government Partnership
www.opengovpartnership.org

Open Government Partnership is an international organization of reformers inside and out-

side of government working to transform how government serves its citizens. Its project of 

Open Data (OGP) provides easy access to the wealth of data, and databases are available 

in multiple formats under a creative commons license. Policy areas it covers include gender, 

legal and justice, health, energy and climate, gender and education. Since its founding in 

2011, OGP has grown to 78 countries and 76 local jurisdictions that work alongside thou-

sands of civil society organizations. Every two years, each member submits an action plan 

co-created with civil society that outlines concrete commitments to enhance transparency, 

accountability and public participation in government.

Sample publications: “OGP Vital Signs – 10 Years of Data in Review”, “Algorithmic Accountability for the 
Public Sector”, Global Report; Annual Reports; Newsletter; Blog

Open Humans
www.openhumans.org

Open Humans is a non-governmental organization dedicated to empowering individuals and 

communities around their personal data to explore and share for the purposes of education, 

health, and research. The group executes its mission through community and knowledge 

building, providing tools for personal data access, and data analysis notebooks.

Sample publications: Open Humans Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge and community 
building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Capacity and community 
building

Sector:
Health, Environment, 

Education, Justice   

The Atlas

http://www.openenvironmentaldata.org
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/values-and-principles
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/values-and-principles
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/research
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/workshops
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/workshops
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/pilots-prototypes
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/pilots-prototypes
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/storytelling-for-the-future
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/storytelling-for-the-future
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/storytelling-for-the-future
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/research-type/digital-rights
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/research-type/data-governance-models-and-the-environmental-context
https://www.openenvironmentaldata.org/blog
http://www.opengovpartnership.org
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/open-data/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/policy-areas/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/policy-areas/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/our-members/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-vital-signs-10-years-of-data-in-review/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-vital-signs-10-years-of-data-in-review/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/documents/algorithmic-accountability-public-sector/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/documents/algorithmic-accountability-public-sector/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/campaigns/global-report/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/about/ogp-annual-reports/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/newsletters/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/learning/blog/
http://www.openhumans.org
https://www.openhumans.org/self-research/
https://www.openhumans.org/self-research/
https://www.openhumans.org/add-data/
https://exploratory.openhumans.org/
https://blog.openhumans.org/
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Open Institute
https://openinstitute.africa

Open Institute is a non-profit organization based in Nairobi, Kenya, that collaborates with 

governments, civil society organizations, citizen groups and the private sector to find in-

novative ways to achieve sustainable development. The Institute with stakeholders aims to 

promote responsive governments that have the necessary capacity to listen and engage 

fruitfully with citizens. Through its work it wants to see open and proactive governments that 

ensure all the relevant information concerning development is disclosed to the public to give 

value to citizen voices. Its programs include responsive government and active citizenship.

Sample publications: “Data Governance”; Blog

Open Knowledge Foundation
https://okfn.org

Open Knowledge Foundation is an international non-governmental organization whose mis-

sion is to create a more open world, a world where all non-personal information is open, 

free for everyone to use, build on and share and where creators and innovators are fairly 

recognized and rewarded. Through teaching, creating and campaigning, and services, it is 

working for a fair, free and open future for all.

Sample publications: Case studies; Blog

Open Mobility Foundation
www.openmobilityfoundation.org

Open Mobility Foundation is a U.S. open-source software foundation that creates a gover-

nance structure around open-source mobility tools, beginning with a focus on the Mobility 

Data Specification. It is able to offer a safe, efficient environment for stakeholders, including 

municipalities, companies, technical, privacy, and policy experts, and the public to shape 

urban mobility management tools that help public agencies accomplish their mobility poli-

cy goals. Programs focus on MDS, community projects, and knowledge sharing. OMF also 

catalogs all publicly known MDS users, permit agreements, and publishes links to open data 

on its State of Practice. The Open Mobility Foundation is hosted by OASIS-Open, an estab-

lished leader in open-source and software standards industry. OASIS is a nonprofit con-

sortium that drives the development, convergence, and adoption of open standards for the 

global information society.

Sample publications: “Using MDS Under GDPR”; various learning materials

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Kenya

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Transportation & mobility

The Atlas

https://openinstitute.africa
https://openinstitute.africa/programmes/responsive-government/data-governance/
https://openinstitute.africa/programmes/responsive-government/data-governance/
https://openinstitute.africa/programmes/active-citizenship/
https://openinstitute.africa/programmes/active-citizenship/
https://openinstitute.africa/programmes/responsive-government/data-governance/
https://openinstitute.africa/blog/
https://openinstitute.africa/blog/
https://okfn.org
https://okfn.org/
https://okfn.org/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/training/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/training/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/community-and-campaigns/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/community-and-campaigns/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/services/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/services/
https://okfn.org/what-we-do/case-studies/
https://blog.okfn.org/
http://www.openmobilityfoundation.org
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/about-mds/
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/about-mds/
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/community-projects/
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/learn/
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/mds-users/
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/mds-users/
https://github.com/openmobilityfoundation/privacy-committee/blob/main/products/state-of-the-practice.md#mobility-data-state-of-practice
https://www.oasis-open.org/org
https://www.oasis-open.org/org
https://www.oasis-open.org/org
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/using-mds-under-gdpr/
https://www.openmobilityfoundation.org/learn/
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Open Referral
https://openreferral.org

Open Referral is a U.S. non-governmental organization that develops data standards and 

open-source tools to make it easier to share, find and use information about health, human 

and social services. Its main initiative is Open Referral Initiative. It galvanizes collective ac-

tion by 1) developing a new lightweight data exchange format — the Human Services Data 

Specification (aka ‘the Open Referral format’) — while 2) supporting locally-led pilots in 

which various institutional stakeholders are using this format to exchange open data and 

develop open platforms.

Sample publications: “Human Services Data Specification (HSDS)”; Blog; Newsletter; Videos

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Health

Open Rights Group 
www.openrightsgroup.org

Open Rights Group is a UK-based digital campaigning organization working to protect the 

rights to privacy and free speech online. It raises awareness of threats to human rights and 

challenges them through public campaigns, media commentary, legal actions, policy inter-

ventions and tech projects.

Sample publications: Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

OpenNorth
https://opennorth.ca

OpenNorth is a non-profit in Canada working with public, private and research partners as 

well as community stakeholders to foster effective, responsible, and collaborative use of 

data and technology and solve complex problems. Open North drives research, capaci-

ty-building, solution design, and network collaboration across and within sectors to advance 

the responsible and effective use of data and technology. Its projects include the Applied 

Research Lab and Advisory Service.

Sample publications: “A Promising Path to Developing Data Governance in the Performing Arts Sector”; “Data 
Governance and Digital Infrastructure: Analysis and Key Considerations for the City of Toronto”; Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Openscientia
https://opsci.io

Openscientia is a community of open science activists, researchers, organizers and enthu-

siasts working on the problems of data sharing, reproducibility, incentive alignment, coordi-

nation, and intellectual ownership. The community aims to build a Web3 scientific ecosystem 

that unlocks data silos, coordinates collaboration and democratizes funding. Its long-term 

vision is to create a global network of automated knowledge foundries, where scientists and 

AI co-create new knowledge.

Sample publications: “A Permissionless Data Layer for Science Web Apps”; Video

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Singapore

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Community building 

Sector:
Non-specific

https://openreferral.org
http://docs.openreferral.org/en/latest/?_ga=2.70792339.229090127.1644964387-771257875.1644964387
https://docs.openreferral.org/
https://docs.openreferral.org/
https://docs.openreferral.org/
http://docs.openreferral.org/en/latest/design_principles/
https://openreferral.org/category/blog/
https://openreferral.org/
https://openreferral.org/about/watch-videos/
http://www.openrightsgroup.org
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/campaigns/
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/campaigns/
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/campaign/immigration-policy-project/
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/campaign/immigration-policy-project/
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/blog/
https://opennorth.ca
https://opennorth.ca/what-we-offer
https://opennorth.ca/what-we-offer
https://opennorth.ca/what-we-offer
https://opennorth.ca/research
https://opennorth.ca/research
https://opennorth.ca/research
https://opennorth.ca/advisory
https://opennorth.ca/advisory
https://opennorth.ca/publications/nad4s2wzthdurcgmrynpm_en
https://opennorth.ca/publications/6buxnavulcfk2kjzneaoye_en
https://opennorth.ca/publications/6buxnavulcfk2kjzneaoye_en
https://opennorth.ca/publications
https://opennorth.ca/blog
https://opsci.io
https://opsci.io/about/
https://pulse.opsci.io/a-permissionless-data-layer-for-science-web-apps-439a0565a1d
https://youtu.be/mSMsDobOOAE
https://youtu.be/mSMsDobOOAE
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OpenUp
https://openup.org.za

OpenUp is a global non-governmental organization that partners with government, organi-

zations, industry leaders and civil society to identify, gather, and make accessible informa-

tion that supports open communities and an empowered citizenry. It executes its mission 

through partnerships and projects and tools.

Sample publications: “Simple Tech Tool Helps to Expose Huge Lottery Corruption”; “How to Measure the 
Impact of OpenUp’s Civic Tech Tools”; Blog

Partnership in Statistics for Development (PARIS21)
https://paris21.org/about-paris21

PARIS21 is an international non-governmental organization promoting the better use and pro-

duction of statistics throughout the developing world. PARIS21’s goal is to develop a culture of 

Management for Development Results (MfDR). PARIS21 pursues this goal primarily by encour-

aging and assisting low-income and lower middle-income countries to design, implement, and 

monitor a National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS). The group executes its 

mission through engaging international initiatives, knowledge building, advocating, developing 

innovative solutions for statistics, and strengthening statistical systems. Gender Data Network 

is a joint initiative between PARIS21, Data2X, the U.N. Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), 

and Open Data Watch.

Sample publications: “New policy brief: Participatory Data Ecosystems to Close COVID-19 Data Trust Deficit”; 
Newsletter

P

Patients Like Me 
www.patientslikeme.com

Patients Like Me is a private organization that aims to create a platform to help patients man-

age complex conditions through peer support, digital health services and clinical education. 

It values trust and the use of data with integrity.

Sample publications: “Validating a Framework for Coding Patient-Reported Health Information to the Medical 
Dictionary for Regulatory Activities Terminology: An Evaluative Study”; “Research Manuscript Bibliography”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
South Africa

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
France

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Health

The Atlas

Patio Digital
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br

Patio Digital is an initiative of the Municipal Education Secretariat in Brazil. Its mission is to 

strengthen transparency, social participation and development of new technologies in order 

to improve education in Sao Paulo. Monthly meetings, development of innovative solutions 

and partnerships for conducting research are just some of the initiatives that make up Pátio 

Digital. Its open data portal publishes databases in open format and also various visualiza-

tions so that researchers, journalists and other interested parties can make analysis, pro-

duce applications and cross with other public information.

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Brazil

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Education

https://openup.org.za
https://openup.org.za/about
https://openup.org.za/about
https://openup.org.za/projects#projects-tools
https://openup.org.za/blog/new-sa-lottery-tool
https://openup.org.za/blog/how-to-measure-the-impact-of-openups-civic-tech-tools
https://openup.org.za/blog/how-to-measure-the-impact-of-openups-civic-tech-tools
https://openup.org.za/blog
https://paris21.org/about-paris21
https://paris21.org/national-strategy-development-statistics-nsds
https://paris21.org/engaging-international-initiatives
https://paris21.org/engaging-international-initiatives
https://paris21.org/building-and-sharing-knowledge
https://paris21.org/building-and-sharing-knowledge
https://paris21.org/advocating-and-funding-statistics
https://paris21.org/advocating-and-funding-statistics
https://paris21.org/developing-innovative-solutions-for-statistics
https://paris21.org/developing-innovative-solutions-for-statistics
https://paris21.org/developing-innovative-solutions-for-statistics
https://paris21.org/strengthening-statistical-systems
https://paris21.org/strengthening-statistical-systems
https://paris21.org/gender-data-network
https://paris21.org/gender-data-network
https://paris21.org/news-center/news/new-policy-brief-participatory-data-ecosystems-close-covid-19-data-trust-deficit
https://paris21.org/news-centre/newsletter
http://www.patientslikeme.com
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6123539/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6123539/
https://patientslikeme-bibliography.s3.amazonaws.com/PLM%20Research%20Manuscripts%20Bibliography.pdf
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/o-que-e-o-patio-digital/
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/o-que-e-o-patio-digital/
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/painel-dados/
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/painel-dados/
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/painel-dados/
http://patiodigital.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/painel-dados/
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Polar Data Catalogue 
https://polardata.ca

Polar Data Catalogue is a Canadian government repository of metadata and data that 

describes and provides access to diverse datasets generated by Arctic and Antarctic re-

searchers. The records cover a wide range of disciplines from natural sciences and policy 

to health and social sciences. The PDC Geospatial Search tool is available to the public and 

researchers alike and allows searching data using a mapping interface and other parame-

ters. Tools include PDC Search, PDC Lite, and PDC Input.

Sample publications: “The Polar Data Catalogue: Data Management for Polar and Cryospheric Science”; 
“The Northern Voice: Listening to Indigenous and Northern Perspectives on Management of Data in Canada”

PolyPoly
https://polypoly.coop

PolyPoly is a  private European company with the vision to revolutionize the economic sys-

tem for data, making it fair and sustainable, by building a decentralized data economy. It is 

supported by three entities called the polyVerse. The Cooperative, together with its mem-

bers, represents the interests of citizens. It develops the technological basis with the poly-

Pod  - an app for all devices that lets the user see who can see their information, putting the 

user back in control, and allowing for the user to delete data that no one should see. The 

Enterprise takes care of enabling the economy to make a smooth transition to the decen-

tralized data economy. The Foundation guides states along the journey, and counsels on the 

appropriate legal frameworks.

Sample publications: “Europe Needs a New Data Economy Whitepaper”; “In POD We Trust: Towards A Trans-
parent Data Economy”; Newsletter; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
Europe & Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Germany

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Capacity and community building, 

Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Powered by Data 
https://poweredbydata.org

Powered by Data is a private organization in Canada with a mission to maximize the availabil-

ity and impact of data for public good, with a special focus on philanthropic grants impact. 

The organization helps develop infrastructure that enables the social sector to better share, 

use, and learn from data. Its approach blends consulting on data strategy and governance 

frameworks, stakeholder convening, and policy development. Open data aims to increase 

public access to data about the nonprofit sector.

Sample publications: “Understanding The Philanthropic Landscape: How Grants Data Can Inform Funder 
Decision-Making”; Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Canada

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

https://polardata.ca
https://polardata.ca/pdcsearch/
https://polardata.ca/pdclite/
https://polardata.ca/pdcinput/
https://ccin.ca/home/sites/default/files/publication/Friddell_et_al_ESC_2014.pdf
https://ccin.ca/home/sites/default/files/publication/Friddell_et_al_ESC_2014.pdf
https://ccin.ca/home/sites/default/files/publication/Friddell_et_al_ESC_2014.pdf
https://ccin.ca/home/sites/default/files/publication/PDC%20-%20The%20Northern%20Voice%20-%20Listening%20to%20Indigenous%20and%20Northern%20Perspectives.pdf
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/aboutus
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/aboutus
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/blog/whitepaper-europe-needs-a-new-data-economy
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/blog/whitepaper-in-pod-we-trust-our-technological-centrepiece
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/blog/whitepaper-in-pod-we-trust-our-technological-centrepiece
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/newsletter
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/blog
https://polypoly.coop/en-de/blog
https://poweredbydata.org
https://poweredbydata.org/about-1
https://poweredbydata.org/consulting
https://poweredbydata.org/consulting
https://poweredbydata.org/data-policy-coalition
https://poweredbydata.org/data-policy-coalition
https://poweredbydata.org/reports-and-briefs
https://poweredbydata.org/reports-and-briefs
https://poweredbydata.org/reports-and-briefs
https://poweredbydata.org/blog
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Privacy International 
https://privacyinternational.org

Privacy International is a global non-governmental organization. Its mission is to protect de-

mocracy, defend people’s dignity, and demand accountability from institutions who breach 

public trust. Social Media Surveillance: the data generated through peoples’ use of social 

media becomes valuable intelligence to others. Micro-Targeting: personal data could be 

used to target individuals with information. The group advances its mission through re-

search, litigation, partnerships and advocacy.  The group’s impact includes 13 court deci-

sions against exploitative practices.

Sample publications: “Fighting Mass Surveillance in the Post-Snowden Era”; “Data Protection Guide”; “Our 
Data Future”; “Analyzing Responses to Covid-19”

Project Data Sphere
www.projectdatasphere.org

Project Data Sphere provides a place where the world’s research community can broadly 

share, integrate, and analyze patient-level data from academic and industry cancer clinical 

trials. Launched in 2014 with nine data sets, the project platform currently features about 

155 data sets representing more than 120,000 patient lives. Access to data sets is granted 

through a quick process, and a variety of SAS analytic tools are freely available to registered 

users. The Project’s collaborative research programs explore leading issues in oncology 

using machine learning tools and big data analytics. Each of the four programs is led by a 

Project Data Sphere staff member who assembles targeted task forces comprising notable 

members of industry, academia, and regulatory science. Biannual symposia, co-hosted with 

the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, provide a rich forum in which to take a deep dive into 

the work of these task forces.

Sample publications: Video Library ; enabled Publications

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Knowledge 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Health

The Atlas

Pulse Lab Jakarta
www.unglobalpulse.org/lab/jakarta

Pulse Lab Jakarta is a joint data innovation facility of the United Nations and the Government of In-

donesia. It is part of the UN Global Pulse initiative - the UN Secretary-General’s initiative on big data 

and artificial intelligence for development, humanitarian action, and peace. Other local instances of 

the UN Global Pulse include Kampala and New York. The Lab’s vision is to a future in which big data 

and AI are harnessed safely and responsibly for the public good. To accomplish its vision, the Lab 

employs a mixed-method approach through which it harnesses alternative data sources and ad-

vanced data analytics methods to obtain actionable insights and applies human-centered design 

to ground-truth insights from its data analysis and research, providing evidence to inform policy 

makers. Some projects include alternative use of traditional data against covid-19 and real-time 

data for faster decision making in times of crisis.

Sample  publications: Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Indonesia

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic 

development

Outcomes:
Knowledge building 

Sector:
Media, Environment,  

Health, Gender

https://privacyinternational.org
https://privacyinternational.org/where-we-work
https://privacyinternational.org/where-we-work
https://privacyinternational.org/about
https://privacyinternational.org/about
https://privacyinternational.org/learn/what-complex-does
https://privacyinternational.org/learn/what-complex-does
https://privacyinternational.org/learn/who-they-target
https://privacyinternational.org/learn/who-they-target
https://privacyinternational.org/reveal
https://privacyinternational.org/reveal
https://privacyinternational.org/advocacy
https://privacyinternational.org/movement
https://privacyinternational.org/publicaction
https://privacyinternational.org/publicaction
https://privacyinternational.org/our-demands/governments-must-uphold-and-extend-rule-law-protect-human-rights-technology-changes
https://privacyinternational.org/our-demands/governments-must-uphold-and-extend-rule-law-protect-human-rights-technology-changes
https://privacyinternational.org/our-demands/governments-must-uphold-and-extend-rule-law-protect-human-rights-technology-changes
https://privacyinternational.org/node/2602
https://privacyinternational.org/taxonomy/term/512
https://privacyinternational.org/learning-resources/our-data-future
https://privacyinternational.org/learning-resources/our-data-future
https://privacyinternational.org/learning-resources/analysing-responses-covid-19
http://www.projectdatasphere.org
https://data.projectdatasphere.org/projectdatasphere/html/home
https://www.projectdatasphere.org/research/programs
https://www.projectdatasphere.org/newsroom/video-library
https://www.projectdatasphere.org/journal-publications
http://www.unglobalpulse.org/lab/jakarta
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/lab/kampala/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/lab/new-york/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/about/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/project/alternative-use-of-traditional-data-against-covid-19/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/project/alternative-use-of-traditional-data-against-covid-19/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/project/real-time-data-for-faster-decision-making-in-times-of-crisis/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/project/real-time-data-for-faster-decision-making-in-times-of-crisis/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/project/real-time-data-for-faster-decision-making-in-times-of-crisis/
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/blog/
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Re: Open Government
https://reopengov.org

Re: Open Government provides a community space for the recognition of initiatives by poli-

cy-makers and change-makers. They highlight community impact via videos and stories fea-

turing local, national, and international luminaries from the Open Government, Open Data, 

Civic Tech, AI, and Design communities.

R

Research Alliance for Data Governance  
and Cyber Security (DGCS-Alliance)
www.dgcs-research.net

DGCS-Alliance is a platform for experts to discuss, formulate and propose policy solutions 

to common challenges in data governance and cybersecurity faced by Asia, the European 

Union, the United States and other areas of the world. Through cross-jurisdictional research 

collaboration and policy exploration, DGCS-Alliance aims to produce technical solutions to 

common challenges with the purpose of facilitating the sustainable, ethical and equitable de-

velopment of the global digital economy.

Sample publications: “Research Digest of Data Governance and Cyber Security in Global Journals (1)”; “Re-
search Digest of Data Governance and Cyber Security in Global Journals (2)”

Research Center for Law and Digitalization (FREDI)
www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/

FREDI is a competence center for innovative research on legal matters of the digital/data-driven 

economy at the University of Passau. To this end, the Center also focuses on the internation-

al dimension of this field of law which is of utmost importance. Against this background, the 

Center especially engages with global regulative developments and conducts comparative re-

search. Some projects include mapping global data law, digital policy salon, Global Data Law 

conference series, and legal tech lecture series.

Sample publications: Data Law by Continent; Global Data Law Map

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Unknown

Type:
Non-governmental

Objective:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Community building 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and  

community building 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Germany 

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and  

community building 

Sector:
Justice

The Atlas

https://reopengov.org
https://reopengov.org/podcast/
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/stories-from-the-open-gov/id1486351232
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/stories-from-the-open-gov/id1486351232
http://www.dgcs-research.net
http://www.dgcs-research.net/a/Announcement/2018/0213/109.html
http://www.dgcs-research.net/a/Announcement/2018/0214/111.html
http://www.dgcs-research.net/a/Announcement/2018/0214/111.html
http://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/mapping-global-data-law/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/mapping-global-data-law/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/events-and-event-series/digital-policy-salon/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/events-and-event-series/digital-policy-salon/
https://www.digital.uni-passau.de/index.php?id=306&L=1
https://www.uni-passau.de/ringvorlesung
https://www.uni-passau.de/ringvorlesung
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/faculty/institutes-and-centres/fredi/mapping-global-data-law/data-law-by-continent/
https://datalaw.uni-passau.de/data-protection-laws-around-the-world/
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Research Data Alliance (RDA)
www.rd-alliance.org

RDA was launched as a community-driven initiative in 2013 by the European Commission, 

the U.S. Government’s National Science Foundation and National Institute of Standards and 

Technology, and the Australian Government’s Department of Innovation with the goal of 

building the social and technical infrastructure to enable open sharing and re-use of data. 

The RDA is built on six foundational values of Openness, Consensus, Community Driven, 

Inclusivity, Harmonization and not for profit and technology neutral.  With over 10,000 mem-

bers from 145 countries, RDA provides a neutral space where its over 70 members can come 

together to develop and adopt infrastructure that promotes data-sharing and data-driven re-

search. RDA builds the social and technical bridges that enable open sharing and re-use of 

data. The group’s mission is executed through working groups, interest groups, and commu-

nity practice with strong focus on indigenous data sovereignty, rather than data governance 

at large. RDA directly and logically tackles numerous data infrastructure challenges through 

the work of its over 90 Working Groups, Interest Groups and Communities of Practice, dis-

tributed across various disciplines.

Sample publications: Catalog of Recommendations and Outputs; “RDA Strategic Plan 2020 – 2023”; “Sup-
porting the engagement of disciplinary research communities with the European Open Science Cloud”; “The 
Commons Compendium”

Research ICT Africa
https://researchictafrica.net

Research ICT Africa, with a vision of digital equality in Africa, accelerates economic inclu-

sion and social justice by undertaking rigorous research and data surveys to inform digital 

policy and data governance. It conducts multidisciplinary research on digital governance, 

policy and regulation, through various projects, to facilitate evidence-based and informed 

policy making for improved access, use and application of digital technologies for social 

and economic development in Africa. Its ICT Africa Mobile Pricing Index is a database of 

the lowest data and voice prices collected quarterly for each mobile operator in Africa. Its 

public-interest research on the digital economy and society responds to national, regional and 

continental needs. It provides relevant stakeholders with the information and analysis required 

to develop flexible and adaptive policies and regulation to deal with an increasingly complex and 

dynamic digital environment. RIA contributes to the gathering and analysis of data and indicators 

to establish a repository of knowledge for furthering research and digital governance.

Sample publications: “Designing a Rights-Based Global Index on Responsible AI”; “From Data Protection to 
Data Justice – redressing the uneven distribution of opportunities and harms in AI”; AI4D – Digital and Biom-
etric Identity Systems”; “An African perspective on gender and artificial intelligence needs African data and 
research”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
South Africa

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,

Knowledge, capacity and 
community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Business, Economy, 

development, trade & finance, 
Education, Transportation  
& Mobility, Health, Gender, 

Justice, Media

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Knowledge capacity and 
community building

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

http://www.rd-alliance.org
https://www.rd-alliance.org/oa-members
https://www.rd-alliance.org/about-rda
https://www.rd-alliance.org/about-rda
https://www.rd-alliance.org/creating-and-managing-rda-groups
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/creating-and-managing-rda-groups/creating-or-joining-rda-interest-group.html
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/creating-and-managing-rda-groups/creating-or-joining-community-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/creating-and-managing-rda-groups/creating-or-joining-community-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/creating-and-managing-rda-groups/creating-or-joining-community-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/creating-and-managing-rda-groups/creating-or-joining-community-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/interest-groups
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/community-of-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-disciplines
https://www.rd-alliance.org/recommendations-and-outputs/catalogue
https://www.rd-alliance.org/sites/default/files/attachment/RDA%20Strategic%20Plan%202020%20-%202023_Final.pdf
https://www.rd-alliance.org/sites/default/files/attachment/RDA%20Strategic%20Plan%202020%20-%202023_Final.pdf
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda4eosc-researchcommunities
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda4eosc-researchcommunities
https://www.rd-alliance.org/commons-compendium
https://www.rd-alliance.org/commons-compendium
https://researchictafrica.net
https://researchictafrica.net/research/research-papers-and-publications/
https://researchictafrica.net/research-ict-africa-ramp-index-2/
https://researchictafrica.net/category/current-ria-projects/
https://researchictafrica.net/research-ict-africa-ramp-index-2/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/designing-a-rights-based-global-index-on-responsible-ai/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/from-data-protection-to-data-justice-redressing-the-uneven-distribution-of-opportunities-and-harms-in-ai/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/from-data-protection-to-data-justice-redressing-the-uneven-distribution-of-opportunities-and-harms-in-ai/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/policy-paper-ai4d-digital-and-biometric-identity-systems/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/policy-paper-ai4d-digital-and-biometric-identity-systems/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/an-african-perspective-on-gender-and-artificial-intelligence-needs-african-data-and-research/
https://researchictafrica.net/publication/an-african-perspective-on-gender-and-artificial-intelligence-needs-african-data-and-research/
https://researchictafrica.net/category/ria-blog/
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Safecast
https://safecast.org

Safecast is an international volunteer-driven non-profit organization whose goal is to cre-

ate useful, accessible, and granular environmental data. Its mission is to provide citizens 

worldwide with the tools they need to inform themselves by gathering and sharing accurate 

environmental data in an open and participatory fashion. Its tools include a data platform and 

repository users can upload to and use from data and maps, hosted by MIT MediaLab, to 

support data visualization.

Sample publications: “The Safecast Report 2017”; Blog

Sahamati
https://sahamati.org.in

Sahamati (formal name: DigiSahamati Foundation) is a non-governmental organization 

shaping the future of data sharing in India by bringing together financial institutions, tech-

nology service providers, and certifiers to implement the account aggregator framework. It 

seeks to be a vehicle for India to shift to a new data governance paradigm that empowers 

individual and small businesses. Its vision is a world where every individual has access and 

control over their data, and that agency over data could empower Indians with opportunities 

to improve their own lives. It seeks to convene people and organizations from different back-

grounds (finance, law, technology) to set and achieve audacious goals for India’s Data Em-

powerment and Protection Architecture and the Account Aggregator network. It executes 

its mission through the AA dashboard, a discussion forum, and events.

Sample publications: Blog

S

Salus Coop
www.saluscoop.org

Salus Coop is a citizen data cooperative in Spain that accelerates research and innovation 

in the healthcare sector. Salus Coop seeks to legitimize the right of citizens to control their 

own data, while facilitating data sharing to accelerate research and innovation in the health 

sector. Projects include the Cooperative Covid Cohort, which aims to create a cohort of citi-

zen data donors for research on COVID, and TRIEM, a study that uses collective intelligence 

mechanisms to co-design licenses for access and use of our data.

Sample publications: “The Citizen Health Data Report”

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Japan

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Community building 

Sector:
Environment

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Spain

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Data aggregator 

Sector:
Health

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
India

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

https://safecast.org
https://safecast.org/about/
https://safecast.org/about/
https://safecast.org/data/
https://map.safecast.org/
https://map.safecast.org/
https://report.safecast.org/safecastreport2017-part1safecastproject-final-171004011228.pdf
https://safecast.org/news/
https://sahamati.org.in
https://sahamati.org.in/about/
https://sahamati.org.in/aa-dashboard/
https://sahamati.org.in/aa-dashboard/
https://discussion.sahamati.org.in/
https://discussion.sahamati.org.in/
https://sahamati.org.in/events/
https://sahamati.org.in/events/
https://sahamati.org.in/blog/
http://www.saluscoop.org
https://www.saluscoop.org/acerca
https://www.saluscoop.org/proyectos/co3
https://www.saluscoop.org/proyectos/co3
https://www.saluscoop.org/proyectos/triem
https://www.saluscoop.org/proyectos/triem
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f232e29457c080a19e70bf5/t/5f8a1e40ce7cf718b1d0ebb0/1602887251669/SalusCoop_Informe.pdf
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School of Data
https://schoolofdata.org

School of Data is a global network committed to advancing data literacy in civil society. Infor-

mation that directly impacts people’s lives is increasingly accessible, but civil society is falling 

behind in making effective use of it. Through its global network of data literacy practitioners and 

trainers, School of Data seeks to address data skills gaps in order to amplify the messages of 

civil society through the use of data. The group executes its mission through programs: School 

of Data Fellowship, School of Data Network Lab, and School of Data Curriculum Development.

Sample publications: Blog; Course catalogue

SDG 16 Data Initiative
www.sdg16.org

SDG 16 Data Initiative is a collective project to compile existing global data that can help 

track progress towards the achievement of SDG16. The recommended U.N. official indi-

cators along with proposed complementary indicators are listed for each target. We have 

included a variety of respected data providers and sought to highlight gaps and useful alter-

native data sources in SDG16 target areas.

Sample publications: “Center for Global Development. SDG Indicator: Serious Gaps abound data availability”; 
“SDG16DI Global Report 2021”

SeedLinked
https://seedlinked.com

SeedLinked is a U.S. non-governmental organization that connects plant growers and their 

data to help breed, source, and harvest the best seeds. It provides a platform to search for and 

compare varieties, review, and be part of building seed stories with other growers. Among its 

online tools are a seed companies map and a SeedLinked grower network map. They also 

support the community by hosting trials and building data repositories with resulting data.

Sample publications: Newsletter

Slum Dwellers International (SDI)
https://sdinet.org

SDI is a network of community-based organizations of the urban poor in 32 countries and 

hundreds of cities and towns across Africa, Asia and Latin America. SDI is committed to 

supporting a process that is driven from below. Its partners include academic institutions, 

international networks and multilateral organizations. Its main project is the Explore Our Data 

map with city and settlement data. SDI’s databases are becoming the largest repositories of 

informal settlement data in the world and the first port of call for researchers, policy makers, 

local governments and national governments.

Sample publications: Videos; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
Latin America & Caribbean, 

East Asia & Pacific, South Asia

Country/Headquarters:
South Africa

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Advocacy

Sector:
Agriculture, Justice, 

Environment, Health, Gender, 
Food security, Education, 

Economy, development, trade 
& finance

Geographic scope:
North America

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator, Community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Business, Agriculture

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Various

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Knowledge and community 
building, Advocacy

Sector:
Justice, Economy, 

development, trade & finance

The Atlas

https://schoolofdata.org
https://schoolofdata.org/fellowship-programme/
https://schoolofdata.org/fellowship-programme/
https://schoolofdata.org/become-a-member/
https://schoolofdata.org/become-a-member/
https://schoolofdata.org/courses/
https://schoolofdata.org/courses/
https://schoolofdata.org/blog/
https://schoolofdata.org/courses/
https://schoolofdata.org/courses/
http://www.sdg16.org
https://www.sdg16.org/data/
https://www.sdg16.org/data/
https://www.sdg16.org/data/
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/sdg-indicators-serious-gaps-abound-data-availability
https://www.sdg16.org/blog/2021/12/06/launch-of-the-sdg16di-global-report-2021.html
https://seedlinked.com
https://seedlinked.com/regional-seed-companies-map/
https://seedlinked.com/2020-grower-network/
https://seedlinked.com/sign-up-for-2022-collaborative-trials-on-seedlinked/
https://seedlinked.com/sign-up-for-2022-collaborative-trials-on-seedlinked/
https://seedlinked.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ee9a751587116f5e96ae1eb02&id=d1446a62d4
https://sdinet.org
https://sdinet.org/governance/
https://sdinet.org/governance/
https://sdinet.org/explore-our-data/
https://sdinet.org/explore-our-data/
https://sdinet.org/media/videos/
https://sdinet.org/blog/
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Strava Metro
https://metro.strava.com

Strava Metro is a global non-governmental organization that maintains a dataset to help make 

cities better for anyone on foot or on a bike. It has the largest collection of human-powered 

transportation information in the world. Metro aggregates, de-identifies and contextualizes this 

dataset to help make cities better for anyone on foot or on a bike. The group works with urban 

planners, city governments and safe-infrastructure advocates to understand mobility patterns, 

identify opportunities for investment and evaluate the impact of infrastructure changes.

Sample publications: Blog

South Eastern European Dialogue on Internet 
Governance (SEEDIG)
https://seedig.net

SEEDIG is a subregional multistakeholder Internet Governance Forum on Internet and digital 

policy issues. It is structured as an open informal space for different stakeholders to discuss 

internet-related issues. Its mission is to support a sustainable and inclusive digital advance-

ment of the SEE+ region through facilitating multistakeholder dialogue and cooperation on 

addressing issues related to the use, evolution and governance of the internet and other digital 

technologies across the region. The forum builds capacity by holding annual meetings in dif-

ferent countries of the region an online, running intersessional activities, and building strategic 

partnerships with a wide range of stakeholders. Through the Youth School, SEEDIG offers 

undergraduate and graduate students from South Eastern Europe and the neighboring area 

a space to learn, network, and exchange views to prepare in Internet governance and digital 

policy processes. Its Fellowship Program targets professionals interested in internet gover-

nance, and its Internship Program offers students and young professionals opportunities to 

get involved in SEEDIG’s activitie.

Sample publications: “Why Learn About Internet Governance?”; “Why We Learn About Internet Govern-
ance?”; “The Power of Diversity -the SEEDIG Youth School Lesson”; “SEEDIG Strategic Plan 2018-2020”: 
“South Eastern European Dialogue on Internet Governance”; Blog

Tanzania Data Lab
https://dlab.or.tz

Tanzania Data Lab is a world class data and innovation lab that harnesses the potential of 

the data revolution and the fourth industrial revolution in solving local, regional, and global 

sustainable development challenges through data and innovation. The group envisions an 

African continent where data is frequently and consistently used to inform policy and de-

cision making at all levels. To accomplish its mission, the group works on several projects: 

Data Science Solutions, capacity development, community engagement, and innovation. Its 

resources include data portal, co-working space, and publications.

Sample publications: “Assessing Data Readiness”

T

Geographic scope:
Europe and Central Asia

Country/Headquarters:
Romania

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building

Sector:
Economy, development,  
trade & finance; Justice

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Tanzania 

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building

Sector:
Non-specific

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Transportation & mobility

The Atlas

https://metro.strava.com
https://medium.com/strava-metro
https://seedig.net
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/tags/about
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/tags/about
https://seedig.net/overview/
https://seedig.net/overview/
https://seedig.net/meetings/
https://seedig.net/meetings/
https://seedig.diplomacy.edu/#overview
https://seedig.net/activities/
https://seedig.net/activities/
https://seedig.net/partners/
https://seedig.net/partners/
https://seedig.net/youth-school/
https://seedig.net/youth-school/
https://seedig.net/fellowship-programme/
https://seedig.net/fellowship-programme/
https://seedig.net/internship/
https://seedig.net/internship/
https://seedig.net/why-learn-about-internet-governance/
https://seedig.net/why-learn-about-internet-governance/
https://seedig.net/why-learn-about-internet-governance/
https://seedig.net/power-of-diversity/
https://seedig.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/SEEDIG-Strategic-Plan-2018-2020-Draft-Jan2018.pdf
https://www.ripe.net/participate/forms/uploads/fobi_plugins/file/see8/Seedig_Presentation_2019_4a7af9f4-3a47-4445-b87f-ae1cf1629d42.pdf
https://seedig.net/blog/
https://seedig.net/blog/
https://dlab.or.tz
https://dlab.or.tz/our-story/
https://dlab.or.tz/our-story/
https://dlab.or.tz/data-science-solutions/
https://dlab.or.tz/data-science-solutions/
https://dlab.or.tz/capacity-development/
https://dlab.or.tz/capacity-development/
https://dlab.or.tz/community-engangement/
https://dlab.or.tz/community-engangement/
https://dlab.or.tz/innovation/
https://dlab.or.tz/our-platforms/
https://dlab.or.tz/our-platforms/
https://dlab.or.tz/our-space/
https://dlab.or.tz/our-space/
https://dlab.or.tz/publications/
https://dlab.or.tz/publications/
https://dlab.or.tz/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Data-Compass-Health-Facilities-Report-FINAL.pdf
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Te Mana Raraunga
www.temanararaunga.maori.nz

Te Mana Raraunga, also known as The Maori Data Sovereignty Network, is a non-govern-

mental organization in New Zealand that works to enable Māori Data Sovereignty and to 

advance Māori aspirations for collective and individual wellbeing by asserting Māori rights 

and interests in relation to data, ensuring data for and about Māori can be safeguarded and 

protected. The group’s projects include Stats NZ, Sharing Information for Wellbeing Hui, and 

Virtual Health Information Network.

Sample publications: “Indigenous data sovereignty data for governance: governance of data briefing paper”

Terra
https://terra.bio

Terra is a global non-governmental organization funded by MIT, Harvard, Microsoft and Ver-

ily that aims to enable the next generation of collaborative biomedical research by building 

an open platform that connects researchers to the datasets and tools they need to achieve 

scientific breakthroughs. Terra as a hub brings together data generators, tool developers 

and biomedical scientists to eliminate obstacles and accelerate scientific discovery. It pro-

vides access to datasets, genomic reference data bundles, Terra showcase, workspace 

bucket and external buckets.

Sample publications: Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
New Zealand

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Indigenous Rights

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Community building

Sector:
Health

The Atlas

Transportation Data Collaborative
www.uwtdc.org

Transportation Data Collaborative is an initiative at the University of Washington to create a 

protected and linked data repository of sensitive information from public and private trans-

portation providers. Data repositories are commonplace in health and medicine, and have 

proven to be successful in promoting research while protecting privacy. The TDC allows 

partnering agencies to create data-driven policy, support research uses, and provide indi-

viduals with authenticated access to their own transportation records.

Sample publications: TDC Report

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Business,  

Transportation & mobility

Tuva Labs
https://tuvalabs.com

Tuva is a U.S.-based private organization whose mission is to build a strong foundation in 

data literacy from the classroom to the boardroom. It brings together research, pedagogy, 

and technology to develop rigorous instructional and assessment solutions that are used 

in schools, districts, enterprises, and government agencies around the world. It offers inter-

active tools for teaching, learning and assessment; data, graphing and statistical tools; and 

accessibility by design.

Sample publications: Tuva tutorials; Content Library 

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Private

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Capacity building

Sector:
Education

http://www.temanararaunga.maori.nz
https://www.temanararaunga.maori.nz/nga-mahi
https://www.temanararaunga.maori.nz/nga-mahi
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e9b10f9de4bb8d1fb5ebbc/t/59154ca844024311d8f524d0/1494568141671/Sharing+Information+for+Wellbeing.pdf
https://vhin.co.nz/
https://vhin.co.nz/
https://www.maiamnayriwingara.org/news-and-updates
https://terra.bio
https://tinyurl.com/2t2py5bw
https://console.cloud.google.com/storage/browser/gcp-public-data--broad-references;tab=objects?pli=1&prefix=&forceOnObjectsSortingFiltering=false
https://tinyurl.com/3653a5bd
https://support.terra.bio/hc/en-us/articles/360045971452
https://support.terra.bio/hc/en-us/articles/360045971452
https://terra.bio/blog/
http://www.uwtdc.org
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tooj1gfyhaisfqm/TDC%20brief.pdf?dl=0
https://tuvalabs.com
https://tuvalabs.com/tutorials/
https://tuvalabs.com/tutorials/
https://tuvalabs.com/content/?show=all&view=block&type=datasets,datastory,activities&order_by=-pub_date&filter_type=math
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UN Biodiversity Lab 
https://unbiodiversitylab.org

UN Biodiversity Lab is a free open-source interactive platform of more than 400 datasets on 

nature, climate change, and sustainable development. It provides access to global state-of-

the-art maps and data to enable policy makers and other stakeholders to use spatial data to 

generate insight for nature and sustainable development. It offers training, like the Using Spe-

cial Data for Biodiversity, and launches initiatives, like the Resource Watch and SEPAL. UNBL 

2.0, developed jointly by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United 

Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), 

and the Secretariat of the UN Biodiversity Convention, and launched in 2021 highlighted 

strong partnerships and included an announcement from Microsoft of its commitment to 

support the digital ecosystem of UNBL with their Planetary Computer and custom analytics 

as digital public goods. UNBL 2.0 is now available in English, French, Portuguese, Russian 

and Spanish. Over time, the UN Biodiversity Lab will offer access to big data on sustainable 

development, and incorporate automated monitoring using artificial intelligence to support 

planning for human and planetary health.

Sample publications: “Mapping of Essential Areas for Life Support-ELSA-in Columbia”; “Mapping Nature for 
People and Planet”; “Impact Stories: Haiti”; Blog

U

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Knowledge building

Sector:
Environment

The Atlas

United States Indigenous Data Sovereignty Network 
(USIDSN)
https://usindigenousdata.org

USIDSN helps ensure that data for and about Indigenous nations and peoples in the United 

States (American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians) is utilized to advance In-

digenous aspirations for collective and individual wellbeing. USIDSN’s primary function is to 

provide research information and policy advocacy to safeguard the rights and promote the 

interests of Indigenous nations and peoples in relation to data.

Sample publications: “Policy Brief Indigenous Data Sovereignty in the United States”; “Policy Brief: Data Gov-
ernance for Native Nation Rebuilding”; Books

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Indigenous rights

UK BIOBANK
www.ukbiobank.ac.uk

BIOBANK is a large-scale U.K.-based non-governmental biomedical repository and re-

search resource containing anonymized genetic and health information. It is globally acces-

sible to approved researchers.

Sample publications: Publications using the repository

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Health

https://unbiodiversitylab.org
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/using-spatial-data-for-biodiversity/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/using-spatial-data-for-biodiversity/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/using-spatial-data-for-biodiversity/
https://resourcewatch.org/data/explore
https://resourcewatch.org/data/explore
https://sepal.io/
https://sepal.io/
http://www.undp.org/
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://tinyurl.com/bd2ruewa
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/un-biodiversity-lab-launched-revolutionize-biodiversity-planning-and-reporting
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/un-biodiversity-lab-launched-revolutionize-biodiversity-planning-and-reporting
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/un-biodiversity-lab-launched-revolutionize-biodiversity-planning-and-reporting
http://reporte.humboldt.org.co/biodiversidad/2020/cap4/401/#seccion1
https://unbiodiversitylab.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/ELSA-Brochure-English_final.pdf
https://unbiodiversitylab.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/ELSA-Brochure-English_final.pdf
https://unbiodiversitylab.org/haiti-uses-spatial-data-and-aerial-imagery-to-monitor-protected-areas-2/
https://unbiodiversitylab.org/resources/
https://usindigenousdata.org
https://usindigenousdata.org/about-us
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d2633cb0ef5e4000134fa02/t/5d72cb394452727586b69c2e/1567804217938/policy_brief_indigenous_data_sovereignty_in_the_united_states.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d2633cb0ef5e4000134fa02/t/5d72d78216365660a9ce856c/1567807363174/policy_brief_data_governance_for_native_nation_rebuilding_version_2.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d2633cb0ef5e4000134fa02/t/5d72d78216365660a9ce856c/1567807363174/policy_brief_data_governance_for_native_nation_rebuilding_version_2.pdf
https://usindigenousdata.org/books
http://www.ukbiobank.ac.uk
https://www.ukbiobank.ac.uk/enable-your-research/apply-for-access
https://www.ukbiobank.ac.uk/enable-your-research/publications
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VIZ for Social Good
www.vizforsocialgood.com

VIZ for Social Good is a global non-governmental organization that was founded in response 

to a call from data visualization professionals who wanted opportunities to channel their 

skills toward the greater good. Thus, its mission is to harness the power of data visualization 

for social change. Volunteers can sign up to design creative data visualizations for non-prof-

its around the world: Visualization projects.

Sample publications: Blog; Success Stories

V Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Data aggregator

Sector:
Non-specific

The Atlas

Wikimedia Foundation
https://wikimediafoundation.org

Wikimedia Foundation is the non-profit organization that hosts Wikipedia and other free 

knowledge projects. It protects the values and policies that allow free knowledge to thrive 

on the Wikipedia and Wikimedia sites. The Foundation supports the communities of volun-

teers around the world who edit, improve, and add knowledge across Wikimedia projects. 

Wikidata acts as central storage for the structured data of its Wikimedia sister projects in-

cluding Wikipedia, Wikivoyage, Wiktionary, Wikisource, and others. The mission of the Foun-

dation is to empower and engage people around the world to collect and develop educa-

tional content under a free license or in the public domain, and to disseminate it effectively 

and globally. By hosting collaborative knowledge projects, funding editathons, hackathons, 

and scholarships, the Foundation supports free knowledge sharing around the globe. It 

partners with art institutions, such as the Metropolitan Museum to provide Open Access, 

which make all images of public-domain artworks and basic data on all accessioned works 

in their collections available for unrestricted use under Creative Commons Zero (CC0). The 

Foundation also actively advocates for free expression and rights to speak and learn freely 

and supports research to inform new technologies, products, and programs.

Sample publications: “What Are the Ten Most Cited Sources on Wikipedia? Let’s Ask the Data”; “The Digital 
Services Act Could Require Big Changes to Digital Platforms. Here Are 4 Things Lawmakers Need to Know 
to Protect People-Powered Spaces Like Wikipedia”; “We Stand for Racial Justice”; “Understanding Workflows 
of Wikimedia Editors”; News

W Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United States

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Socio-economic development

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building, Advocacy

Sector:
Non-specific

Unwanted Witness
www.unwantedwitness.org

Unwanted Witness is a civil society organization in Uganda that was established to respond to 

the gap in effective communication using various online expression platforms. Its mission is to 

contribute to good governance through effective and efficient internet/online activism through 

networking and strengthening capacities of netizens for collective advocacy and synergy. 

Programs include Data Protection and Privacy, Digital Identity, and freedom of expression.

Sample publications: “Privacy Scorecard Report 2021”; “Data Protection and Privacy Law Analysis”; “The 
Data Protection and Privacy Act 2019”; Blog

Geographic scope:
National

Country/Headquarters:
Uganda

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Capacity and community 

building, Advocacy

Sector:
Justice

http://www.vizforsocialgood.com
https://www.vizforsocialgood.com/how-it-works
https://www.vizforsocialgood.com/join-a-project
https://www.vizforsocialgood.com/blog
https://www.vizforsocialgood.com/success-stories
https://wikimediafoundation.org
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://wikimediafoundation.org/about/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/our-work/wikimedia-projects/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Start
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/04/19/wikimedia-the-met-shared-digital-vision/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/advocacy/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/research/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/04/05/ten-most-cited-sources-wikipedia/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2021/11/16/the-digital-services-act-could-require-big-changes-to-digital-platforms/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2021/11/16/the-digital-services-act-could-require-big-changes-to-digital-platforms/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2021/11/16/the-digital-services-act-could-require-big-changes-to-digital-platforms/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2020/06/03/we-stand-for-racial-justice/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/08/14/understanding-workflows-wikimedia-editors/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/08/14/understanding-workflows-wikimedia-editors/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/04/05/ten-most-cited-sources-wikipedia/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/04/05/ten-most-cited-sources-wikipedia/
http://www.unwantedwitness.org
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/data-protection-and-privacy/
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/digital-identity/
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/freedom-of-expression/
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/privacy-scorecard-report-2021/
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/download/uploads/Data-Protection-and-Privacy-Law-Analysis.pdf
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/download/uploads/THE-DATA-PROTECTION-AND-PRIVACY-ACT-2019-min.pdf
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/download/uploads/THE-DATA-PROTECTION-AND-PRIVACY-ACT-2019-min.pdf
https://www.unwantedwitness.org/category/blog/
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World Data Systems
www.worlddatasystem.org

World Data Systems is an Interdisciplinary Body of the International Science Council. Its 

mission is to support the ISC’s vision by promoting long-term stewardship of, and universal 

and equitable access to, quality-assured scientific data and data services, products, and 

information across all disciplines in the natural and social sciences and the humanities. WDS 

replaced the International Polar Year and the International Geophysical Year to better re-

spond to modern data needs. The Body’s objectives are: to enable universal and equitable 

access to quality-assured scientific data, data services, products and information; to en-

sure long-term data stewardship; to foster compliance to agreed-upon data standards and 

conventions; and to provide mechanisms to facilitate and improve access to data and data 

products. Its working groups and the Scientific Committee follow Data Sharing Principles 

when dealing with large datasets. The Early Career Researchers and Scientists Network 

promotes best practices in data management, data analysis, and data sharing among Early 

Career Researchers (ECRs).

Sample publications: “Strategic Plan 2019-2023”; “WDS Scientific Committee 2018-2021 Teleconference 
#21”; “Membership Maturity”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global, Sub-Saharan Africa

Country/Headquarters:
France

Type:
Research institution

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge, capacity and 

community building

Sector:
Non-specific

Worker Info Exchange
www.workerinfoexchange.org

Worker Info Exchange is a global non-profit organization dedicated to helping workers ac-

cess and gain insight from data collected from them at work. It aims to tilt the balance away 

from big platforms in favor of the people who make these companies so successful every 

day—the workers. The group executes its mission through three activities: data access, 

data investigations, and data trusts.

Sample publications: “Managed by Bots: Data-Driven Exploitation in the Gig Economy”; Blog

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
United Kingdom

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Data repository

Outcomes:
Data aggregator,  

Capacity building

Sector:
Non-specific

http://www.worlddatasystem.org
https://council.science/
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/organization/intro-to-wds
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/community/working-groups
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/organization/scientific-committee
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/services/data-sharing-principles
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/ecr-network
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/organization/strategic-plan/strategic-plan-2019-2023
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/publications/meeting-reports/wds-sc-2018-2021-teleconference-21
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/publications/meeting-reports/wds-sc-2018-2021-teleconference-21
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/community/wds-members-forum/data-repositories-day-2018/2018-presentations/17_membership_maturity
https://www.worlddatasystem.org/news/blog
http://www.workerinfoexchange.org
https://www.workerinfoexchange.org/wie-report-managed-by-bots
https://www.workerinfoexchange.org/wie-report-managed-by-bots
https://www.workerinfoexchange.org/wie-report-managed-by-bots
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xnet-x
https://xnet-x.net

xnet-x, Institute for Democratic Digitalization, is a network of activists who propose ad-

vanced solutions in different fields related to digital rights and the updating of democracy to 

the 21st century. The group’s focus is on issues such as the privacy of citizens’ data, digital 

rights and net neutrality, the fight against corruption, the auditability of algorithms and effec-

tive mechanisms of transparency, among others.

Sample publications: “We Present You DD: The Tool for the Democratic Digitization of Education”; “We Map 
the Citizen Ecosystem of Digital Rights of Barcelona”; Blog

X Geographic scope:
Europe

Country/Headquarters:
Spain

Type:
Non-governmental

Objectives:
Trust

Outcomes:
Knowledge building,  

Advocacy 

Sector:
Justice

World Economic Forum’s Shaping the Future  
of Technology Governance: Data Policy
www.weforum.org/platforms/shaping-the-future-of-technology-governance-data-policy

World Economic Forum’s Shaping the Future of Technology Governance: Data Policy is a 

coalition within the WEF (a non-profit foundation) working with partners from all sectors, 

regions and industries to develop agile and innovative approaches to accelerate the respon-

sible use of data and empower stakeholders across the entire data ecosystem. It executes 

its mission through programs/conference: Data Intermediaries - Trusted Digital Agency, and 

Operationalizing a Responsible Data Ecosystem. Within this program, the WEF also hosts 

Data for Common Purpose Initiative, which builds on the belief that orienting data policy and 

data models around common purposes, such as specific use cases, will unlock opportuni-

ties for both the public good and commercial spheres. DCPI is built on the belief that data 

can and should be treated differently depending on its actual and anticipated use and that 

4IR technologies are on a path to enabling differentiated use of the same data, dependent 

upon context.

Sample publications: “Advancing data flow governance in the Indo-Pacific: Four Country Analyses and Dia-
logues”; “A Roadmap for Cross Border Data Flows: Future-Proofing Readiness and Cooperation in the New 
Data Economy”;  “Data Policy in the Fourth Industrial Revolution: Insights on Personal Data”, “Developing a Re-
sponsible and Well-Designed Governance Structure for Data Marketplace”; “Rethinking personal data”; “Re-
setting data governance: authorized public purpose access and society criteria for implementation of APPA”; 
“Data for common purpose: leveraging consent to build trust”; “Shaping the Future of Technology Governance: 
Data Policy”; “Exploring international data flow governance”; “A new data governance model for contact trac-
ing”; “Six ways data sharing can shape a better future

Geographic scope:
Global

Country/Headquarters:
Switzerland

Type:
Coalition

Objectives:
Data governance

Outcomes:
Knowledge and community 

building, Advocacy 

Sector:
Non-specific

https://xnet-x.net
https://xnet-x.net/es/eje/neutralidad-de-la-red/
https://xnet-x.net/es/eje/neutralidad-de-la-red/
https://xnet-x.net/es/eje/anticorrupcion/
https://xnet-x.net/es/presentamos-dd-herramienta-digitalizacion-democratica-educacion/
https://xnet-x.net/es/ecosistema-ciudadano-derechos-digitales/
https://xnet-x.net/es/ecosistema-ciudadano-derechos-digitales/
https://xnet-x.net/es/blog/
http://www.weforum.org/platforms/shaping-the-future-of-technology-governance-data-policy
https://www.weforum.org/projects/data-intermediaries-trusted-digital-agency
https://www.weforum.org/projects/data-for-common-purpose-initiative-dcpi
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/advancing-data-flow-governance-in-the-indo-pacific-four-country-analyses-and-dialogues
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/advancing-data-flow-governance-in-the-indo-pacific-four-country-analyses-and-dialogues
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_A_Roadmap_for_Cross_Border_Data_Flows_2020.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_A_Roadmap_for_Cross_Border_Data_Flows_2020.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Data_Policy_in_the_Fourth_Industrial_Revolution_2020.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/reports/developing-a-responsible-and-well-designed-governance-structure-for-data-marketplaces
https://www.weforum.org/reports/developing-a-responsible-and-well-designed-governance-structure-for-data-marketplaces
https://reports.weforum.org/rethinking-personal-data/
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/resetting-data-governance-authorized-public-purpose-access-and-society-criteria-for-implementation-of-appa-principles
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/resetting-data-governance-authorized-public-purpose-access-and-society-criteria-for-implementation-of-appa-principles
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/data-for-common-purpose-leveraging-consent-to-build-trust
https://www.weforum.org/platforms/shaping-the-future-of-technology-governance-data-policy
https://www.weforum.org/platforms/shaping-the-future-of-technology-governance-data-policy
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/exploring-international-data-flow-governance
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/contact-tracing-apps-privacy-framework-appa-data-governance/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/contact-tracing-apps-privacy-framework-appa-data-governance/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/04/six-ways-data-sharing-can-shape-a-better-future/
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While the main focus of most intergovernmental organiza-

tions (IGOs) – organizations composed of governments 

and created by treaties – is not on data or data governance, 

IGOs are increasingly understanding the power of data to 

support better real-world interventions to advance their 

missions and commitments to the SDGs. 

While many IGOs, both global and regional, have adopted 

open-data policies and host repositories of the data they or 

their partners produce, fewer are venturing to foster or ad-

vocate for a better and holistic data governance approach 

within the sectors they cover. Many IGOs focused, or de-

pendent, on statistical data are also advanced in support-

ing better data management for statistical data, with a great 

leadership from the U.N. and its agencies and internation-

al banks because of the relevance of this type of data to 

impact assessment. Examples of organizations that have 

proposed and developed sector-wide data governance 

for sectoral innovation and development include FAO, with 

GODAM and DataLab; OECD, with its horizontal project 

on Data Governance (Going Digital III) and the adopted 

Recommendation on Enhancing Access to and Sharing 

of Data; UNCTAD, with the “2021 Digital Economy Report 

- Cross-Border Data Flows and Development: For Whom 

the Data Flow”; and U.N.-Habitat promoting better data gov-

ernance for People-Centered Smart Cities. 

Thus, in addition to the mapping of the 220 organizations 

in the previous section, we have conducted a desktop sur-

vey to identify the trends regarding data governance within 

a set of IGOs at the global and regional level and whether 

such trends go beyond internal policies for open data. 

To examine the extent of their participation in data govern-

ance efforts, this survey was conducted through extensive 

search of the IGOs websites, where the search words 

were data and data governance combined with principles, 

working group(s), initiative, project, publications, reposito-

ries, and events. These key terms were entered into both 

Google search and the search engine directly on the or-

ganization’s website. Documents in various formats, which 

limit the search, were reviewed manually. The results were 

recorded in a database of intergovernmental organizations.  

An initial group of IGOs and non-exhaustive survey results 

follow in alphabetical order:

Intergovernmental organizations

International Intergovernmental Organizations 

Bank for International Settlements (BIS) 
www.bis.org

BIS is an intergovernmental organization whose mission is to support central banks’ pursuit of monetary and financial 

stability through international cooperation, and to act as a bank for central banks. BIS   appears to be advocating for a 

holistic approach to data governance, specially for statistical data. Its relevant publications include principles on effec-

tive risk data aggregation and risk reporting, which contain broad guidelines on data governance and management. 

Sample publications: “Issues in Data Governance”; “Data Governance: Issues for the National Statistical System”; Proceedings of the ISI IFC 
High Level Meeting on Data Governance

European Central Bank (ECB)
www.ecb.europa.eu

ECB has adopted internationally agreed quality standards and guarantees the confidentiality of information and data 

governance regarding statistical data. ECB has a Data Protection Office and Data Office; it is also testing a data portal. 

Sample publications: “Don’t take it for granted: the value of high-quality data and statistics for the ECB’s policymaking”; “ECB Data for 
Analysis and Decision-Making: Data Governance and Technology”; “Supply or Demand: What Drives Fluctuation in the Bank Loan Market?”  

https://www.bis.org/
https://www.bis.org/
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54.htm
https://www.bis.org/publ/bcbs222.pdf
https://www.bis.org/publ/bcbs222.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb54_00rh.pdf
http://connect.zoho.eu/portal/initiative
http://connect.zoho.eu/portal/initiative
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/home/html/index.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/ecb_statistics/governance_and_quality_framework/html/index.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/orga/orgachart/html/index.en.html
https://epsilon.escb.eu/limesurvey3/915267?lang=en
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/blog/date/2020/html/ecb.blog201020~0f195b9ea2.en.html
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb49_36.pdf
https://www.bis.org/ifc/publ/ifcb49_36.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpwps/ecb.wp2646~5ebd30e172.en.pdf?51f45d72baa0ab7c510d5d7cc7359b6e
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
www.fao.org

FAO is responsible for the compilation, analysis and dissemination of a comprehensive variety of statistical data on 

food, agriculture, and the sustainable management of natural resources. The organization provides free and unrestrict-

ed access to 18 major databases and produces publications with key statistical content covering different topics under 

FAO’s mandate. It published its policy on open data. FAO has adopted an Open Data Licensing Policy, and advocates 

for the application of a suitable open data license to all statistical data in agriculture and nutrition. The organization 

is fully committed to promote open data practices to improve data access, derive additional value from data assets, 

and maximize data use. In this sense, FAO launched the Data Lab to support monitoring of evidence-based policy 

decisions by member countries and accelerate progress on SDG in 43 focus countries. FAO also leads  GODAM - the 

Global Open Data for Agriculture and Nutrition. GODAM has developed licenses, standards and courses to support 

adoption of open data practices in agriculture and nutrition.

Sample publications: “Farm Data Management, Sharing and Services for Agriculture Development”; “Assessment of Agricultural Plastics and 
Their Sustainability: A Call for Action”; “Agricultural Codes of Conduct Toolkit for data sharing”

International Labour Organization (ILO) 
www.ilo.org

ILO puts strong emphasis on accountability and transparency for the governance of its own databases. It applies the 

data standards established by the U.N. for reporting financial data and working with the International Aid Transparency 

Initiative and the OECD-DAC. The ILO sees transparency as part of the larger process of informed governance and 

organizational learning. 

Sample publications: “Governance of Labour Market Data and the Ability of BRICS Labour Market Information and Analysis Systems to Report 
on the SDGs”; “Filling data and knowledge gaps on occupational safety and health in global supply chains”

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
www.imf.org 

IMF is an international intergovernmental organization whose Executive Board established a Steering Group to help en-

sure the staff, management, and Executive Board maintain the highest possible standards around internal governance, 

use of data and accountability. As part of this effort, the Board’s Steering and the Staff Working groups will take stock of 

current procedures and systems in place, assess their effectiveness, and recommend improvements as needed to en-

sure that arrangements reflect best practices. The IMF publishes a range of time series data on IMF lending, exchange 

rates and other economic and financial indicators. Manuals, guides, and other material on statistical practices at the IMF, 

in member countries, and of the statistical community at large are also available.

Sample publications: “Toward a Global Approach to Data in the Digital Age”; “Managing Technology in Finance: Global Approaches for the 
Digital Age”

The Atlas

https://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/data-sources/en/
https://www.fao.org/faolex/opendata/en
https://www.fao.org/faolex/opendata/en
https://www.fao.org/statistics/databases
https://www.fao.org/3/ca7570en/ca7570en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/ca7570en/ca7570en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/datalab/website/web/about-data-lab-statistical-innovation
https://www.godan.info/
https://www.godan.info/pages/action
https://www.godan.info/training-courses
https://www.godan.info/pages/tools-and-resources
https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/en/c/1382042/
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7856en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7856en
https://www.godan.info/codes
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/accountability-and-transparency/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---cabinet/documents/publication/wcms_732891.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/departments-and-offices/governance/labadmin-osh/programmes/vzf/data-and-knowledge-gaps/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.imf.org/en/Home
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/12/17/pr21384-imf-executive-board-announces-follow-up-work-on-institutional-safeguards
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2021/12/17/pr21384-imf-executive-board-announces-follow-up-work-on-institutional-safeguards
https://www.imf.org/en/Data
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Staff-Discussion-Notes/Issues/2021/10/06/Towards-a-Global-Approach-to-Data-in-the-Digital-Age-466264
https://www.imf.org/en/videos/view?vid=6281315714001
https://www.imf.org/en/videos/view?vid=6281315714001
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International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
www.itu.int

ITU has a Focus Group on Data Processing and Management to Support IoT and Smart Cities & Communities as well 

as ICT Data and Statistics Division. ITU Academy on Big Data and Statistics assists governments in developing coun-

tries in their ICT data collection and dissemination. Support is provided for the production of statistics in the areas of 

ICT infrastructure, ICT prices, and access and use of ICTs by households and individuals. 

Sample publications: “Open Data Governance is Key to Building a Smart City”; “Data and Governance in Smart Sustainable Cities”; “One Data 
Policy in Indonesia”; “Sovereignty and Data Sharing”

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
www.nato.int

NATO is an intergovernmental military alliance. NATO coordinates defense planning among nations, ensuring Allies are 

investing, developing and adopting the latest technologies. Cyber defense is part of NATO’s core tasks. NATO 2030 In-

itiative to strengthen the Alliance includes cybersecurity. NATO Science and Technology Organization (STO) works on 

military data collection and management operations. NATO Modeling & Simulation Center for Excellence provides ed-

ucation, knowledge management, support to concept development, integration, and interoperability of M&S systems.  

Sample publications: “NATO 2030: United for a New Era”; “An Artificial Intelligence Strategy for NATO”

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
www.oecd.org

OECD has the first internationally agreed upon set of principles and policy guidance on how governments can max-

imize the cross-sectoral benefits of all types of data – personal, non-personal, open, proprietary, public and private 

– while protecting the rights of individuals and organizations. The Organization adopted in 2021 the Recommendation 

on Enhancing Access to and Sharing of Data. In 2021-2022 the OECD’s Horizontal Project Going Digital focused in 

its third phase on data governance. This work on data governance is led by the Committee on Digital Economy Policy 

(CDEP) and its working parties, including the Working Party on Data Governance and Privacy in the Digital Economy 

(DGP). 

Sample publications: “Data governance: Enhancing access to and sharing of data”; “Enhancing Access to and Sharing of Data”; “Open Gov-
ernment Data Report”; “Government Access to Personal Data Held by the Private Sector”; “Enhanced Access to Publicly Funded Data for 
Science, Technology and Innovation”; “The Path to Becoming a Data-Driven Public Sector”; “Health Data Governance”

The Atlas

https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/dpm/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/about.aspx
https://academy.itu.int/main-activities/capacity-development/big-data-and-statistics
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/iot/201703/Documents/Presentations/S3-2-EstherMinguela-OpenDataGovernance-Platform-Interoperability.pdf
https://www.itu.int/pub/S-JOURNAL-ICTS.V1I2-2018-8
https://www.itu.int/en/journal/002/Pages/09.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/journal/002/Pages/09.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/journal/002/Pages/11.aspx
http://www.nato.int
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_78170.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_78170.htm
https://www.nato.int/nato2030/
https://www.nato.int/nato2030/
https://www.nato.int/nato2030/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_88745.htm
https://www.mscoe.org/mission-and-vision/
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2020/12/pdf/201201-Reflection-Group-Final-Report-Uni.pdf
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2021/10/25/an-artificial-intelligence-strategy-for-nato/index.html
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0463
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0463
https://oecdgroups.oecd.org/Bodies/ShowBodyView.aspx?BodyID=1837&Lang=en#:~:text=The%20Committee%20on%20Digital%20Economy%20Policy%20shall%20be%20responsible%20for,with%20the%20tools%20needed%20to
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/enhanced-data-access.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhancing-access-to-and-sharing-of-data-276aaca8-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/digital-government/open-government-data-report-9789264305847-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/digital-government/open-government-data-report-9789264305847-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/ieconomy/trusted-government-access-personal-data-private-sector.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhanced-access-to-publicly-funded-data-for-science-technology-and-innovation-947717bc-en.htm
https://www.oecd.org/digital/enhanced-access-to-publicly-funded-data-for-science-technology-and-innovation-947717bc-en.htm
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/the-path-to-becoming-a-data-driven-public-sector_9cada708-en
http://tinyurl.com/2p9hy9uu
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United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
https://unctad.org

UNCTAD strongly advocates for a global approach to the governance of data and cross-border data flows and this 

includes agreeing on digital and data-related rights and principles in Digital Economy Report 2021. UNCTAD Division 

on Technology and Logistics seeks to strengthen inclusive growth and development through science, technology and 

innovation, including information and communications technology for development; efficient, resilient and sustainable 

trade logistics services; and training and capacity-building programs. Publications: “UNCTAD calls on countries to 

make digital data flow for the benefit of all.” In the upcoming event, “e-Commerce Week: Data and Digitalization for 

Development,” the group will put special emphasis on data and cross-border data flows and the crucial role they play 

in economic and social development. Reflecting on the wide differences that exist between and within countries to 

harness data, the connectivity-related digital divide is being heightened by what can be called a data divide. Countries 

with limited capacities to turn data into digital intelligence and business opportunities, and use them for economic and 

social development, are at a clear disadvantage.

Sample publications: “Competition and Consumer Protection Policies for Inclusive Development in the Digital Era”; “Digital Economy Report 
2021 - Cross-border data flows and development: For whom the data flow”

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO)
https://en.unesco.org

UNESCO has various initiatives that go beyond sharing its own data, improving statistical data practices or dealing with 

issues of data trust, such as privacy and data governance transparency and ethics for Artificial Intelligence to promote 

human rights and the SGDs. It hosts the UNESCO Inclusive Policy Lab and the Data for Sustainable Development 

Goals. The Lab enables data-based knowledge co-creation and translation into inclusive policies, and hosts a pod-

cast series that has covered relevant data or data governance issues. The Data for Sustainable Development Goals 

is led by UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS), and works with national statistical offices, line ministries and technical 

partners around the world, to monitor initiatives to measure SDG 4 (Quality Education). UNESCO has also developed 

eight key principles to help decision-makers and educational planners and managers make informed decisions re-

garding the development of open school data policies. In late 2021, UNESCO’s 41st General Conference unanimously 

ratified the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science. The UNESCO Recommendations on Open Science and 

Open Educational Resources are international frameworks that can guide national governments, funders, educational 

institutions, scientists, educators, and civil society organizations as they work to create a world in which open access 

to knowledge is a basic human right.

Sample publications: “Data is an instrument - are we using it right?”; “What if We All Governed the Internet? Advancing Multistakeholder Par-
ticipation in Internet Governance’’; “The Effects of AI on the Working Lives of Women”; “Preliminary study of the technical, financial and legal 
aspects of the desirability of a UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science”

The Atlas

https://unctad.org/
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2021
https://unctad.org/about/organization/division-technology-and-logistics
https://unctad.org/about/organization/division-technology-and-logistics
https://unctad.org/news/unctad-calls-countries-make-digital-data-flow-benefit-all
https://unctad.org/news/unctad-calls-countries-make-digital-data-flow-benefit-all
https://unctad.org/eweek2022
https://unctad.org/eweek2022
https://unctad.org/webflyer/competition-and-consumer-protection-policies-inclusive-development-digital-era
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2021
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2021
https://en.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-stands-strong-protecting-data-and-privacy
https://en.unesco.org/artificial-intelligence/ethics
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/about-lab
http://uis.unesco.org/
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/search/site/?search=data%20governance
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/learning/all/field_learning_type/podcast-82
http://uis.unesco.org/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000378493/PDF/378493eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49556&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/learning/data-instrument-%E2%80%93-are-we-using-it-right
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000259717?4=null&queryId=a5df5224-88b5-4e12-b610-4e87ee48f1ff
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000259717?4=null&queryId=a5df5224-88b5-4e12-b610-4e87ee48f1ff
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380861?3=null&queryId=N-45ba569a-dd86-48d7-8acf-1d4011f5cd7d
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370291
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
www.unhcr.org

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is a global organization dedicated to saving lives, protecting rights and building a 

better future for refugees, forcibly displaced communities and stateless people. UNHCR has set vision, strategic priori-

ties and key actions in its Data Transformation Strategy. Data production, process and sharing is crucial for the UNHCR 

mission. It works with data and statistics to understand important information to save, protect, and improve the lives of 

refugees, other forcibly displaced and stateless people. Good data is crucial for UNHCR to make informed decisions 

to plan operations and to allow it to demonstrate accountability to beneficiaries, governments, partners and donors in 

a tangible and comparable way. UNHCR has various internal data management processes. 

Sample Publications: “Information Management Toolkit”; “Evaluation of UNHCR’s data use and information management approaches”; “Regis-
tration data for operational planning and programming”

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)
www.unhabitat.org

UN-Habitat makes urban and settlement statistics available via its Urban Observatory model and the national sample 

of cities. To help find creative solutions to the urban information crisis, UN-Habitat developed the urban observatory 

model for urban data collection and analysis, in partnership with cities around the world. Urban observatories consist 

of five major components: a stakeholder network that helps operationalize it, data, a data dissemination platform, an 

observatory support system and a decision support interface, and are well-positioned to address the frequently ex-

pressed need for reliable, high resolution urban datasets specific to the cities and immediate city-regions in which they 

operate.  Its Innovation Unit hosts the United Nations Innovation Technology Accelerator for Cities (UNITAC) that leads 

the agency’s work on digital cooperation, provides technical support to UN-Habitat’s flagship program on People-Cen-

tered Smart Cities and is involved in a number of global networks working on digital and innovation thematic areas.

Sample publications: “The People-Centered Smart Cities”, “A Guide: Leveraging Multi-Level Governance Approaches to Promote Health 
Equality”; “The Sixth Global Environment Outlook (GEO) for Cities Report”; “Global State of National Urban Policy 2021”

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
www.unido.org

UNIDO is a specialized U.N. agency whose mandate is to maintain international industrial statistics databases and dis-

seminate industrial data globally as well as to meet the internal needs of statistics for the Organization’s research and 

technical cooperation activities. It provides an open data platform with information on UNIDO’s budget and programs and 

various free-access databases with focus on monitoring the SDG9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure). In 2019, it 

also launched the Industrial Analytics Platform (IAP), an innovative tool featuring, in an accessible format, data on select 

indicators of industrial development and relevant research by leading experts to harnessing the power of data to increase 

the efficiency of planning and implementation of programs as well as support the design of evidence-based policies. 

Sample publications: “Big Data - Its Relevance and Impact on Industrial Statistics”; “Strategic Industrial Intelligence and Governance”, “Theme 
Report On Innovation, Technology and Data Towards the Achievement of SDG7 and Net-Zero Emissions”

The Atlas

https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/5dc2e4734.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/data.html
https://im.unhcr.org/imtoolkit/upload/files/toolkitPDF/eng/Information%20Management%20Toolkit_%20Aug%202017.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5dd4f7d24.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/registration-guidance/chapter7/registration-data-for-operational-planning-and-programming/
https://www.unhcr.org/registration-guidance/chapter7/registration-data-for-operational-planning-and-programming/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/knowledge/data-and-analytics
https://unhabitat.org/knowledge/data-and-analytics
https://unhabitat.org/knowledge/data-and-analytics
https://data.unhabitat.org/pages/urban-observatories
https://unhabitat.org/programme/people-centered-smart-cities
https://unhabitat.org/programme/people-centered-smart-cities
https://unhabitat.org/programme/people-centered-smart-cities/centering-people-in-smart-cities
https://unhabitat.org/a-guide-leveraging-multi-level-governance-approaches-to-promote-health-equity
https://unhabitat.org/a-guide-leveraging-multi-level-governance-approaches-to-promote-health-equity
https://unhabitat.org/the-sixth-global-environment-outlook-geo-for-cities-report
https://unhabitat.org/global-state-of-national-urban-policy-2021
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/cross-cutting-services/industrial-policy-advice-research-and-statistics/development-policy-statistics-and-research
https://open.unido.org/
https://stat.unido.org/
https://iap.unido.org/home
https://iap.unido.org/home
https://www.unido.org/api/opentext/documents/download/9921461/unido-file-9921461
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/2012-07/Strategic%20industrial%20intelligence%20and%20governance_0.pdf
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-director-general-li-yong-fao-and-un-habitat-co-leads-launch-theme-report-innovation-technology-and-data
https://www.unido.org/news/unido-director-general-li-yong-fao-and-un-habitat-co-leads-launch-theme-report-innovation-technology-and-data
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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian  
Affairs (OCHA)
https://centre.humdata.org

OCHA contributes to principled and effective humanitarian response through coordination, advocacy, policy, informa-

tion management, and humanitarian financing tools and services. OCHA’s country and regional offices are responsible 

for delivering the core functions in the field by leveraging functional expertise throughout the organization. It hosts 

various information management services, including the Centre for Humanitarian Data (CHD), which is focused on 

increasing the use and impact of data in the humanitarian sector. The Centre’s activities will accelerate the changes 

required for the humanitarian system to become data driven. The group focuses on four areas: data services, data lit-

eracy, data responsibility, and predictive analytics. It manages the Humanitarian Data Exchange and the Humanitarian 

Exchange Language. 

Sample publications: Resource library; “Catalogue of predictive models”; Case Studies; blogs; videos, “The State Of Open Humanitarian Data 
2021: Assessing Data Availability Across Humanitarian Crises”; “From Digital Promise to Frontline Practice: New and Emerging Technologies in 
Humanitarian Action (Full Report)”;  “World Humanitarian Data and Trends 2018”

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
www.unodc.org

UNODC is a U.N. office established to educate about the danger of drug abuse and to strengthen international action 

against illicit drug production and trafficking and drug-related crimes. It published Data Disclosure Framework: General 

practices developed by international service providers in response to overseas government requests for data. UNO-

DC hosts various databases to support international cooperation. 

Sample publications: “Data Matters”; “What is Internet Governance”; “The governance of cyberspace”; “Networks and States: the Global 
Politics of Internet Governance”

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)
https://unstats.un.org

UNSD adopted Fundamental Principles of National Official Statistics. The need for a set of principles governing official 

statistics became apparent at the end of the 1980s when countries in Central Europe began to change from centrally 

planned economies to market-oriented democracies. It was essential to ensure that national statistical systems in such 

countries would be able to produce appropriate and reliable data that adhered to certain professional and scientific 

standards. Projects include: Open SDG Data Hub, SDG Global Database, and UN Global Platform. UNSD hosts the 

annual UN World Data Forum, with an agenda that has expanded over the years to cover various elements of data 

governance beyond statistical issues. 

Sample publications: “Shaping the data governance landscape: a multi-sectoral approach to use, protection and inclusive digital transformation”

The Atlas

https://centre.humdata.org/
http://unocha.org/
https://www.unocha.org/ocha-digital-services
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-services/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-literacy/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-literacy/
https://centre.humdata.org/data-responsibility/
https://centre.humdata.org/predictive-analytics/
https://data.humdata.org/
https://data.humdata.org/
https://hxlstandard.org/
https://hxlstandard.org/
https://hxlstandard.org/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/resource-library/
https://centre.humdata.org/catalogue-for-predictive-models-in-the-humanitarian-sector/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/blog/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/case-study/
https://centre.humdata.org/category/blog/
https://www.youtube.com/c/OCHACentreforHumanitarianData
https://centre.humdata.org/category/article/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/2048a947-5714-4220-905b-e662cbcd14c8/resource/8b8916fb-5be5-4840-8b11-1ebe97f27a4b/download/state-of-open-humanitarian-data-2021.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/2048a947-5714-4220-905b-e662cbcd14c8/resource/8b8916fb-5be5-4840-8b11-1ebe97f27a4b/download/state-of-open-humanitarian-data-2021.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/OCHA%20Technology%20Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/OCHA%20Technology%20Report.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/WHDT2018_web_final_spread.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/
https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/uploads/pdf/El%20Evidence%20Hub/Data_Disclosure_Framework.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/international-cooperation/databases.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/data-matters.html
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/data/_university_uni_/what_is_internet_governance.html?lng=en
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/data/_university_uni_/the_governance_of_cyberspace.html?lng=en
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/data/_university_uni_/networks_and_states_the_global_politics_of_internet_governance.html
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/data/_university_uni_/networks_and_states_the_global_politics_of_internet_governance.html
https://unstats.un.org/home/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fundprinciples.aspx
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fundprinciples.aspx
https://unstats-undesa.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/unsdg
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/un-global-platform.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/un-global-platform.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/index.html
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/blog/Shaping-the-data-governance-landscape/
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World Bank
www.worldbank.org

World Bank issued recommendations in a report on how to govern data. GovData360, an initiative of the World 

Bank’s Governance Global Practice (GGP), contains more than 4,700 governance-related indicators on state 

capacity, efficiency, openness, inclusiveness, accountability, integrity, and trust in government. The site gathers 

information from 35 data sources, including other World Bank sources. World Bank Open Data toolkit is designed 

to help governments, Bank staff and users understand the basic precepts of open data, then get “up to speed” in 

planning and implementing an open government data program. Other projects include DataBank. 

Sample publications: “World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives”; “International Cooperation Can Address Data Governance 
Challenges”; “World Development Report 2021 Data for Better Lives”

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
www.wipo.int 

WIPO, established in 1967, and currently with 193 member states, is the global forum for intellectual property (IP) ser-

vices, policy, information and cooperation. It is a self-funding agency of the United Nations. Its mission is to lead the 

development of a balanced and effective international IP system that enables innovation and creativity for the benefit 

of all. In addition to providing various statistical databases and also consolidating repositories that support research-

ers within its services, WIPO leads the discussion on intellectual property rights over data and databases within the 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR). WIPO administers various intellectual property treaties 

and conventions, including the Bern Convention and WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT), which covers intellectual property 

rights over databases (compilations of data). Within various working groups, and also in discussion within the Assem-

bly, WIPO is focused on developing new narratives and alternatives for enhancing data protection within the context of 

the digital society. WIPO also provides training on data governance and management issues.

Sample publications: “Intellectual property in a data-driven world”; “A Guide To Data Protection In Mobile Applications”; “Studies on the topic 
of protection of non-original databases”; “Summary on Existing Legislation Concerning IP in Non-Original Databases”; “Existing National and 
Regional Legislation Concerning IP in Databases” 

World Health Organization (WHO) 
www.who.int

WHO has published the data principles that provide a foundation for continually reaffirming trust in WHO’s 

information and evidence on public health. The five principles are designed to provide a framework for data 

governance for WHO and standards that govern how data that flows into, across, and out of WHO is collected, 

processed, shared, and used. WHO’s Digital & Data Working Group of the Health Data Collaborative supports 

governance of health data. Global Data Health Observatory explores health data by topic. WHO issued a Call for 

Health Data, which might be the basis of future work. 

Sample publications: “Health Data as a global public good - a call for Health Data Governance” 

The Atlas

https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/stories/governing-data/
https://govdata360.worldbank.org/topics
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://databank.worldbank.org/home.aspx
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/stories/governing-data/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/spotlights/international-cooperation-can-address-data-governance-challenges/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/spotlights/international-cooperation-can-address-data-governance-challenges/
https://wdr2021.worldbank.org/the-report/
http://www.wipo.int
https://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/
http://www.un.org/en/
https://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/
https://www.wipo.int/econ_stat/en/economics/research/
https://www.wipo.int/econ_stat/en/economics/research/
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/databases.html
https://www.wipo.int/policy/en/sccr/
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/wct/
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=40964
https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2019/05/article_0001.html
https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2019/05/article_0001.html
https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2019/05/article_0001.html
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-development/en/agenda/pdf/wipo-guide-data-protection-mobile-apps.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/non_original_db_studies.html
https://www.wipo.int/copyright/en/activities/non_original_db_studies.html
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=2296
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=687
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=687
https://www.who.int/data/principles
https://www.who.int/data/principles
https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/fileadmin/uploads/hdc/Documents/Working_Groups/Data_and_Digital_Governance/Governance_TOR.pdf
https://www.who.int/data/gho
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/health-data-as-a-global-public-good-a-call-for-health-data-governance-30-september
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World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
www.unwto.org

UNWTO’s Tourism Data Dashboard provides statistics and insights on key indicators for inbound and outbound 

tourism at the global, regional and national levels. Data covers tourist arrivals, tourism share of exports and 

contribution to GDP, source markets, seasonality and accommodation. Tourism Statistics Data constitutes the 

most comprehensive statistical information available on the tourism sector. Under its work of Tourism for the SDGs, 

UNWTO has also explored the trends, opportunities, and challenges in using big data and digitalization in the 

tourism sector, to examine its relationship with statistical frameworks to better measure the economic, social, and 

environmental impact of tourism.

Sample publications: “Big Data for Better Tourism Policy Management, and Sustainable Recovery from COVID-19” 

World Trade Organization (WTO) 
www.wto.org

World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization that regulates and facilitates international trade 

between nations. It maintains databases on tariffs and trade. Data governance issues are under the WTO E-commerce 

Work Program established in 1998. Most recently, 86 countries have embarked on the E-Commerce Initiative and 

e-commerce negotiations, with special focus on data flow and privacy, via working groups and in order to update WTO 

rules due to the challenges of TRIPS and GATS application for e-commerce and e-trade. Events were held in 2020 and 

2021 to support WTO’s E-commerce Initiative and negotiations. The WTO is also pushing via pronouncements and 

events for better regulatory cooperation to enable data-enabled services, including global supply chain services. In 

early 2022, WTO Chairs Programme - which discusses research plans, networking and needs of policy makers - set 

as one of its new research focuses the impact of the accelerating digital evolution on trade and trade regulation, and 

the role of the WTO within this context. 

Sample publications: “Accelerating Trade Digitalization to Support MSME Financing”; “Promoting Access to Medical Technologies and Innova-
tion: Intersections between public health, intellectual property and trade”; “20 Years of the Information Technology Agreement”

Regional Intergovernmental Organizations    

African Union
https://au.int

African Union is a continental union of 55 member states working to promote the unity and solidarity of the African 

states, defend their sovereignty, and cooperate internationally. Infrastructure, Technology & Innovation fall under the 

AU Development Agency. It has recognized that “data is an essential resource for economic growth, competitiveness, 

innovation, job creation and societal progress” and that “cross-border flow of personal data, which will be amplified 

by the development of the digital economy, calls for intra-Africa cooperation to enforce data protection legislation.” To 

advance the 2014 African Union Convention on Cyber Security and Personal Data Protection Convention and support 

for the data economy to flourish in Africa, AU is fostering multistakeholder dialogues for the development of regional 

cooperation frameworks. This includes the Africa Data Leadership Initiative (ADLI). Moreover, the Second Continental 

The Atlas

https://www.unwto.org/
https://www.unwto.org/unwto-tourism-dashboard
https://www.unwto.org/tourism-statistics-data
https://www.unwto.org/tourism4sdgs
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284423095
https://www.wto.org/
https://www.wto.org/
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/data_pub_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_work_programme_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/ecom_work_programme_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/274.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/joint_statement_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/jsec_04feb22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/jsec_04feb22_e.htm
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/big-data-and-global-trade-law/wto-law-and-crossborder-data-flows/FC0CF4A171B57CB6BF4F7CE96C5F1D45
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/tradedialogueslseries_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/tradedialogueslseries_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/miwi_04mar22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/ddgag_07mar22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/train_e/chairs_prog_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/train_e/chairs_prog_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/chair_17feb22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/tradedigitaltomsmes_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/who-wipo-wto_2020_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/ita20years2017_e.htm
https://au.int/
https://au.int/
https://au.int/en/overview
https://au.int/en/overview
https://au.int/en/overview
https://socialprotection.org/connect/stakeholders/african-union-development-agency-auda-nepad
https://socialprotection.org/connect/stakeholders/african-union-development-agency-auda-nepad
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20201006/african-union-leading-data-economy-africa-africa
https://au.int/en/treaties/african-union-convention-cyber-security-and-personal-data-protection
https://futurestate.org/adli/
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Progress Report includes recommendations on data management and knowledge capitalization for the Agenda 2063, 

Africa’s blueprint and master plan for transforming Africa into the global powerhouse of the future. The Agenda 2063 

Progress Report and current Flagship projects – from setting the African Continental Free Trade Area  (AfCFTA) to 

the pan-Africa e-network and e-universities integration – recognize data as an enabler element and demand various 

developments for sectoral data governance and management and improvement of national statistical capacities. 

Sample publications: “Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063”; “Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in 
Africa – SHaSA 2”

African Development Bank
www.afdb.org

African Development Bank is a regional multilateral bank, composed of 54 African countries and 27 non-African coun-

tries. The overarching objective of the African Development Bank (AfDB) Group is to spur sustainable economic de-

velopment and social progress in its regional member countries (RMCs), thus contributing to poverty reduction. The 

Bank Group achieves this objective by: mobilizing and allocating resources for investment in RMCs and providing pol-

icy advice and technical assistance to support development efforts. The Bank has supported statistical harmonization 

as well as countries’ data-based e government efforts and open data to monitor projects towards the SDGs.

Sample publications: “2020 Africa Sustainable Development Report”; “The Natural Gas Value Chain”; “Water Strategy 2021 - 2025: Towards 
a Water Secure Africa” 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
www.apec.org

APEC is an intergovernmental forum working to promote sustainable economic growth, trade, investment, and 

prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region. Data management and governance is one of 10 APEC Data Science & Analytics 

competencies. The Digital Economy Steering Group facilitates the development of the internet and digital economy 

and advises on the implementation of the APEC Internet and Digital Economy Roadmap.

Sample publications: “APEC Internet and Digital Economy Roadmap”; “Fostering an Enabling Policy and Regulatory Environment in APEC for 
Data-Utilizing Businesses”; “GDPR and CBPR: Reconciling Personal Data Protection and Trade”  

Association of Caribbean States (ACS)
www.acs-aec.org

ACS is an advisory association of nations in the Caribbean Basin working to promote cooperation in the areas of tour-

ism, trade, transport, and disaster risk reduction. It advocates for statistical development and data sharing within its 

regional cooperation and resources mobilization work. 

Sample publications: “Only Together - Transforming Disaster Risk Management in the Greater Caribbean”; “Distanced Dealings: The Case for 
Low-Contact Transactions in the Regional Tourism Industry”

The Atlas

https://au.int/en/agenda2063
https://au.int/en/agenda2063
https://au.int/en/agenda2063/flagship-projects
https://au.int/agenda2063/outcomes
https://au.int/agenda2063/outcomes
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/41480-doc-2nd_Continental_Progress_Report_on_Agenda_2063_English.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/34580-doc-34577-doc-shasa_ii_strategy_eng_full_web.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/34580-doc-34577-doc-shasa_ii_strategy_eng_full_web.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en
https://www.afdb.org/en/about/corporate-information
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB,%20SHaSA_web.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/lesotho-egovernment-infrastructure-project-completion-report
https://www.afdb.org/en/search/content/open%20data
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/2020-africa-sustainable-development-report
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/natural-gas-value-chain-potential-national-economies
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+UNECE%3F&sxsrf=APq-WBvY-uqCTsCkSSIvmNpX7SixkfFxzg%3A1646752596446&ei=VHMnYvXRGpbPtQaBn4SIAg&ved=0ahUKEwj1y6y857b2AhWWZ80KHYEPASEQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=what+is+UNECE%3F&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIICAAQFhAKEB4yCAgAEBYQChAeMgYIABAWEB46BwgAEEcQsAM6BAgjECc6BAgAEEM6CggAELEDEIMBEEM6CAgAEIAEELEDOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToFCAAQkQI6CggAELEDEIMBEAo6BAgAEAo6BggAEAoQA0oECEEYAEoECEYYAFD_DljtH2DuIWgBcAF4AIABZogB5QSSAQM2LjGYAQCgAQHIAQjAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+UNECE%3F&sxsrf=APq-WBvY-uqCTsCkSSIvmNpX7SixkfFxzg%3A1646752596446&ei=VHMnYvXRGpbPtQaBn4SIAg&ved=0ahUKEwj1y6y857b2AhWWZ80KHYEPASEQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=what+is+UNECE%3F&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIICAAQFhAKEB4yCAgAEBYQChAeMgYIABAWEB46BwgAEEcQsAM6BAgjECc6BAgAEEM6CggAELEDEIMBEEM6CAgAEIAEELEDOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToFCAAQkQI6CggAELEDEIMBEAo6BAgAEAo6BggAEAoQA0oECEEYAEoECEYYAFD_DljtH2DuIWgBcAF4AIABZogB5QSSAQM2LjGYAQCgAQHIAQjAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.apec.org/
https://www.apec.org/press/infographics/10-recommended-apec-data-science-and-analytics
https://www.apec.org/groups/committee-on-trade-and-investment/digital-economy-steering-group
http://mddb.apec.org/Documents/2017/SOM/CSOM/17_csom_006.pdf
http://mddb.apec.org/Documents/2017/SOM/CSOM/17_csom_006.pdf
http://mddb.apec.org/Documents/2017/SOM/CSOM/17_csom_006.pdf
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2019/7/fostering-an-enabling-policy-and-regulatory-environment-in-apec-for-data-utilizing-businesses/toc/full-report.pdf?sfvrsn=114288d6_1
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2019/7/fostering-an-enabling-policy-and-regulatory-environment-in-apec-for-data-utilizing-businesses/toc/full-report.pdf?sfvrsn=114288d6_1
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/Publications/2018/10/GDPR-and-CBPR---Reconciling-Personal-Data-Protection-and-Trade/218_PSU_Policy-Brief_GDPR_CBPR.pdf
http://www.acs-aec.org/
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=disaster-risk-reduction/only-together-transforming-disaster-risk-management-in-the-greater-caribbean
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=sustainable-tourism/distanced-dealings-the-case-for-low-contact-transactions-in-the-regional-tourism
http://www.acs-aec.org/index.php?q=sustainable-tourism/distanced-dealings-the-case-for-low-contact-transactions-in-the-regional-tourism
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
https://asean.org

ASEAN is a political and economic union of 10 member states in Southeast Asia to promote intergovernmental cooper-

ation and facilitate economic growth, social progress, and cultural development in the region. The “ASEAN Data Man-

agement Framework” outlines strategic priorities, including data life cycle and ecosystem, cross border data flows, 

digitization, and regulation and policy. The Working Group on Digital Data Governance (WG-DDG) was established in 

2018 to develop the ASEAN Framework on Digital Data Governance and to implement its key initiatives.

Sample publications: “ASEAN Data Management Framework: Data Governance and Protection Throughout the Data Lifecycle”; “ASEAN Tel-
ecommunications and Information Technology Ministers Meeting: Framework on digital data governance”; “ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025“

Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
https://caricom.org

CARICOM is a regional intergovernmental organization of 15 member states throughout the Caribbean working to 

promote economic integration and cooperation among its members and to ensure that the benefits of integration are 

equitably shared. Projects include the Digital Skills Taskforce, Girls in ICT Partnership Action Plan, Caribbean Sustain-

able Energy Forum, and CARICOM Secretariat Housing Database.  

Sample publications: “Regional Data Policy”; “Vision and Roadmap for a CARICOM Single ICT Space”; “Innovation, Digital Government, and 
Public Service Delivery for Sustainable Development in the Caribbean Region”; “Roadmap: Enhances Access, Use and management of Admin-
istrative Data in Statistical Programs”

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
https://e-cis.info

CIS is a regional intergovernmental organization of 11 Eastern European and Asian countries working to encourage 

political, economic, and security cooperation among member states. CIS Statistical Committee coordinates, collects, 

and analyses statistical information, maintains databases, and disseminates statistical information.

Sample publications: “The Eurasian Economic Union will continue work on the creation of the EAEU genomic selection system”

The Commonwealth
https://thecommonwealth.org

The Commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization of 54 countries, governed by the Commonwealth Charter, 

working to advance economies, social development, and human rights in member countries. Relevant programs include 

the Commonwealth Cyber Declaration program, public sector governance, and partnerships to support scientific and 

cybersecurity cooperation.

Publications: “Big Data/Big Data Analytics”; “Commonwealth Trade Review 2021: Energising Commonwealth Trade in a Digital World - Paths 
to Recovery Post-COVID”

The Atlas

https://asean.org/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ASEAN-Digital-Masterplan-2025.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Implementing-Guidelines-for-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework-and-Cross-Border-Data-Flows.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Implementing-Guidelines-for-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework-and-Cross-Border-Data-Flows.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2-ASEAN-Data-Management-Framework_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ASEAN-Digital-Masterplan-2025.pdf
https://caricom.org/how-we-work/
https://caricom.org/virtual-launch-of-the-caricom-digital-skills-task-force/
https://caricom.org/virtual-launch-of-the-caricom-digital-skills-task-force/
https://housing.caricom.org/
https://housing.caricom.org/
http://statistics.caricom.org/Files/Meetings/PRASC/CRQAF/RefDocs/Data_Policy-revised.pdf
https://caricom.org/documents/15510-vision_and_roadmap_for_a_single_ict_space_-_final_version_updated.pdf
https://caricom.org/documents/15510-vision_and_roadmap_for_a_single_ict_space_-_final_version_updated.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Report_UNDESA-Online-Training-Workshop-1.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Report_UNDESA-Online-Training-Workshop-1.pdf
http://statistics.caricom.org/helpdesk/documentarycentre/Dom4/PRASC_Roadmap_to_improve_the_use_of_administrative_data_final_PDF.pdf
http://statistics.caricom.org/helpdesk/documentarycentre/Dom4/PRASC_Roadmap_to_improve_the_use_of_administrative_data_final_PDF.pdf
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/cis.htm
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/commit.htm
http://www.cisstat.com/eng/commit.htm
https://e-cis.info/news/568/98750/
https://thecommonwealth.org/
https://thecommonwealth.org/
https://thecommonwealth.org/charter
https://thecommonwealth.org/charter
https://thecommonwealth.org/events/self-paced-e-learning-course-digital-infrastructure-and-digital-divide
https://thecommonwealth.org/events/self-paced-e-learning-course-digital-infrastructure-and-digital-divide
https://thecommonwealth.org/our-work/public-sector-governance
https://thecommonwealth.org/our-work/public-sector-governance
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/new-partnership-explore-ocean-depths
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/new-partnership-explore-ocean-depths
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/experts-meet-ghana-addressing-cybercrime-sub-saharan-africa
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/experts-meet-ghana-addressing-cybercrime-sub-saharan-africa
https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/migrated/inline/CFT%20Chapter%205.pdf
https://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/index.php/comsec/catalog/book/327
https://www.thecommonwealth-ilibrary.org/index.php/comsec/catalog/book/327
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Council of Europe
www.coe.int

Council of Europe is a continental organization working to uphold human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. The 

Council of Europe Data Protection Commissioner is in charge of overseeing data protection rules and all person-

al data collected and processed by the Council. It offers workshops on the development of data protection policy. 

The Information Society and Action against Crime Directorate monitors issues related to data protection and internet 

governance. The Council has various programs that impact data governance issues beyond privacy. They include, 

for instance, data and artificial intelligence; children’s data; crime and data flow; transparency, open government, and 

participation; bioethics and health data. 

Sample publications: “Convention 108+ Convention for the Protection of Individuals with Regard to the Processing of Personal Data”; “Hand-
book on European Data Protection Law”; “Data Protection”; “Handbook for policy makers on the rights of the child in the digital environment”; 
“Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers on the protection of individuals with regard to automatic processing of personal data in the 
context of profiling”; “Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers to member States on the human rights impacts of algorithmic systems”

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
https://ecowas.int

ECOWAS is a 15-member regional organization working to promote economic integration. ECOWAS Supplementary 

Act on Personal Data Protection (2010) encourages member states to adopt a unified data protection regulatory frame-

work, which mirrors the EU’s Data Protection Directive. The Act outlines the basic principles guiding the processing of 

personal data and establishes consent as the primary legal basis.

Sample publications: “ECOWAS Regional Agency for Agriculture and Food Newsletter”; “ECOWAS Commission Annual Report”

The European Commission
https://european-union.europa.eu

The European Commission is the European Union’s politically independent executive arm. It is alone responsible for 

drawing up proposals for new European legislation, and it implements the decisions of the European Parliament and 

the Council of the EU. In 2018, the Commission proposed a number of policy and legislative initiatives to unlock the 

re-use potential of different types of data - both personal and non-personal - and create a common European data 

space under the umbrella of the EU Data Strategy. This work is based on two EC Communications: the 2014 Commu-

nication on the data-driven economy and a 2017 Communication on building a European data economy. Within this 

Strategy, and in addition to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the EC is pushing forward the Data Act on 

harmonized rules on fair access to and use of data, which sets up rules regarding the use of data generated by Internet 

of Things (IoT) devices, fostering EU’s human-centric approach to data and the Data Governance Act. This process 

has included multistakeholder consultations. The European Data Protection Board, an independent body, ensures 

the consistent application of the GDPR. The EU, in 2019, also enacted the Legal Protection of Database Directive. In 

addition to normative innovation, the EC also leads projects and funding within its Big Data and Open Data portfolio, 

which includes projects from the Horizon 2020 Industrial Leadership - Information and Communication technologies 

LEIT-ICT) Work Programme.

Sample publications: “Building a Data economy Brochure”; “The European Data Flow Monitoring Report”; “Facilitating cross border data flow 
in the Digital Single Marke,”;  “Data governance and data policies at the European Commission”; “Free Flow of Non-Personal Data”; “European 
Data Spaces (upcoming)”; “European Data Market study” 
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/data-protection-commissioner
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/data-protection-commissioner
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/-/support-to-vanuatu-workshop-on-the-development-of-a-data-protection-policy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/-/support-to-vanuatu-workshop-on-the-development-of-a-data-protection-policy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/information-society-and-action-against-crime-directorate
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/information-society-and-action-against-crime-directorate
https://www.coe.int/en/web/artificial-intelligence/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/the-digital-environment
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cybercrime/home
https://rm.coe.int/09000016808d341c
https://www.coe.int/en/web/participatory-democracy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/participatory-democracy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/home
https://www.coe.int/t/dg3/health/
https://rm.coe.int/convention-108-convention-for-the-protection-of-individuals-with-regar/16808b36f1
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Handbook_data_protection_ENG.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Handbook_data_protection_ENG.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/leaflet-data-protection-final-26-april-2019/1680943556
https://rm.coe.int/publication-it-handbook-for-policy-makers-final-eng/1680a069f8
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a46147
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809e1154
https://ecowas.int/
https://ccdcoe.org/uploads/2018/10/ECOWAS-100216-PersonalDataProtection.pdf
https://ccdcoe.org/uploads/2018/10/ECOWAS-100216-PersonalDataProtection.pdf
https://ecowas.int/documentation/information-of-the-regional-agency-for-agriculture-and-food/
https://ecowas.int/documentation/ecowas-commission-annuel-report/
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-data-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/communication-data-driven-economy
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2017:9:FIN
https://gdpr.eu/what-is-gdpr/#:~:text=The%20General%20Data%20Protection%20Regulation,to%20people%20in%20the%20EU
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/data-act-proposal-regulation-harmonised-rules-fair-access-and-use-data
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/data-act-proposal-regulation-harmonised-rules-fair-access-and-use-data
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_22_1312
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_22_1312
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0767
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/stakeholder-dialogue-building-european-data-economy
https://edpb.europa.eu/about-edpb/about-edpb/who-we-are_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/about-edpb/about-edpb/who-we-are_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01996L0009-20190606
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/information-and-communication-technologies
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/information-and-communication-technologies
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/building-data-economy-brochure
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/european-data-flow-monitoring
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/facilitating-cross-border-data-flow-digital-single-market
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/facilitating-cross-border-data-flow-digital-single-market
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/facilitating-cross-border-data-flow-digital-single-market
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/summary-data-governance-data-policies_en.pdf
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/non-personal-data
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/staff-working-document-data-spaces
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/staff-working-document-data-spaces
http://www.datalandscape.eu/
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Mercosur
www.mercosur.int

Mercosur, the Southern Common Market, is a regional trade organization working to promote a common space to 

generate business and investment opportunities through the competitive integration of national economies into the 

international market. In 2018, Digital Agenda Group (GAD) approved its first Action Plan (2018-20), with commitments 

on digital infrastructure and connectivity; security and trust in the digital environment; digital economy; digital skills; 

digital government, open government and public innovation; technical and regulatory aspects; digital signatures; and 

coordination in international forums. It hosts a repository of regional statistics focused on regional commerce. 

Organization of American States (OAS) 
www.oas.org

OAS is an intergovernmental organization of 35 states of the Americas working to advance democracy, human 

rights, security, and development. The Department of International Law promotes the development of international 

law, serves as Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and deals with the protection of 

personal data. Its projects include the Cybersecurity Program. OAS also hosts the Inter-American Commission 

and the Special Rapporteur of Freedom of Expression for the Americas, who works on issues of data when related 

to Freedom of Expression. The Special Rapporteur office has also supported the development of model laws for 

access to information and government transparency, via its Open Governments efforts in the region. 

Sample publications: “Principles on Privacy and Personal Data Protection”; “Open Data in Mexico”; “Rights to Self Determination and Tribal 
People”; ”Compendium on the Obligation of States to adapt their Domestic Legislation to the Inter-American Standards of Human Rights”; 
“Standards for a free, open, and inclusive Internet”

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
www.saarc-sec.org

SAARC is a regional intergovernmental organization of eight member states in South Asia working to promote the 

welfare of the people of South Asia, accelerate economic growth, social progress, and cooperation. SAARC Gender 

InfoBase is a South Asian repository of qualitative and quantitative data and information on gender-related issues and 

women empowerment. 

Sample publications: “Earth Observation and Climate Data Analysis for Agricultural Drought Monitoring in South Asia”; “Advantage South Asia: 
Opportunities and Challenges for Management Development”

Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT) 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat

EUROSTAT is the statistical authority of the EU, and as such, EUROSTAT coordinates statistical activities at the EU 

level and inside the EU Commission. Its resources include the Protocol on impartial access to Eurostat data for users 

and EUROSTAT database. 

Sample publications: “Citizen to government data partnerships: what can we learn from and recommend to civil society groups working in 
the official statistics domain?”; “Financial big data and policy work: opportunities and challenges - 2019 edition”; “Power from statistics: data, 
information and knowledge”

The Atlas

https://www.mercosur.int/en/
https://www.mercosur.int/en/
https://www.mercosur.int/temas/agenda-digital/
https://www.mercosur.int/temas/agenda-digital/
https://estadisticas.mercosur.int/
https://estadisticas.mercosur.int/
http://www.oas.org/en/
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/international_law.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/international_law.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/
https://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/proteccion_datos_personales.asp
https://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/proteccion_datos_personales.asp
https://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/proteccion_datos_personales.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/prog-cybersecurity.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/prog-cybersecurity.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/rapporteurships.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-325/15
https://www.oas.org/en/sla/iajc/docs/Publication_Updated_Principles_on_Privacy_and_Protection_of_Personal_Data_2021.pdf
http://portal.oas.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=eCKnWTKU5y0%3D&tabid=1814
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/self-determination-EN.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/self-determination-EN.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/CompedioobligacionesEstados-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTERNET_2016_ENG.pdf
https://www.saarc-sec.org/
https://saarcgenderinfobase.org/
https://saarcgenderinfobase.org/
https://saarcgenderinfobase.org/
https://saarcgenderinfobase.org/
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view_bl/48/favorits/730/earth-observation-and-climate-data-analysis-for-agricultural-drought-monitoring-in-south-asia?tab=getmybooksTab&is_show_data=1
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view/46/other/482/advantage-south-asia-opportunities-and-challenges-for-management-development
http://library.saarc-sec.org/index.php/470/view/46/other/482/advantage-south-asia-opportunities-and-challenges-for-management-development
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/about/policies/co-ordination-role
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/about/policies/co-ordination-role
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/IMPARTIAL_ACCESS_2014_JAN
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/IMPARTIAL_ACCESS_2014_JAN
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-18-007
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-working-papers/-/ks-tc-19-001
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-reports/-/ks-ft-18-005
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-reports/-/ks-ft-18-005
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United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia  
and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
www.unescap.org

UNESCAP has two working groups, the Statistics Division and Asian and Pacific Training Centre for Information and 

Communication Technology for Development (APCICT). Three initiatives — Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway, National SDG 

Tracker, and Every Policy is Connected — support countries in the region to achieve the SDGs based on data for 

interventions development and assessment. Projects include the Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway, a window to data and 

analysis at regional, subregional and country levels on SDG statistics for Asia and the Pacific; the National SDG Tracker, 

a tool for countries to track progress on the Sustainable Development Goals; and EPIC (Every Policy is Connected), 

a tool that facilitates policy-data dialogue aiming to identify policy priorities as well as data needs. In support of better 

use of data for impact, UNESCAP also provides capacity-building through the Training on Realizing Data-Driven 

Governance for Central Asia, which is tailored for government officials.

Sample publications: “Report of the Expert Group Meeting on the Uses of Big Data for Official Statistics: Data Governance and Partnership 
Models” 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western  
Asia (UNESCWA)
www.unescwa.org

UNESCWA has worked on promoting the harmonization and development of cyber legislation in the Arab region, and, 

to this aim, it has published directives and law templates covering issues, such as personal data protection, e-com-

munication and free expression, e-signature and e-transactions, e-commerce and consumer protection, intellectual 

property, and cybercrimes. The U.N. Data Hub for the Arab Region (UNDHA) is a database-driven bilingual (Arabic/

English) web portal, developed and maintained by the ESCWA Statistics, Information Society and Technology Cluster, 

in support of its program on statistics for evidence-based policy making. 

Sample publications: “Technology for Development Bulletin in the Arab Region”; “ESCWA Data Strategy”

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)
www.uneca.org 

UNECA houses the African Centre for Statistics, which is responsible for improving the production, dissemination and 

use of quality data and comparable data and statistics in Africa to support evidence-based policy making, planning, 

implementation, monitoring and reporting under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063 

The Africa We want. UNECA also hosts the Africa Data Leadership Initiative (ADLI),  a peer network designed for and 

by African policy makers, consumer rights advocates, and private sector stakeholders to ensure the data economy 

drives equitable growth and social progress across the continent. ADLI is focused on increasing the use and value 

derived from data, enhancing capacities to make smart use of available data on the African continent both in the public 

and private sectors, and supporting infrastructure development for data flow.

Sample publications: “African Governance Report”; “African Data Revolution Report 2016”

The Atlas

https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.unapcict.org/
https://www.unapcict.org/
https://www.unapcict.org/
https://data.unescap.org/
https://data.unescap.org/
https://data.unescap.org/stories/national-sdg-tracker
https://data.unescap.org/stories/national-sdg-tracker
https://epic.unescap.org/login
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/training-realizing-data-driven-governance-central-asia
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/training-realizing-data-driven-governance-central-asia
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/training-realizing-data-driven-governance-central-asia
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/report-expert-group-meeting-uses-big-data-official-statistics-data-governance-and
https://www.unescwa.org/
https://archive.unescwa.org/events/expert-group-meeting-regional-harmonisation-cyber-legislation-arab-region
https://archive.unescwa.org/events/expert-group-meeting-regional-harmonisation-cyber-legislation-arab-region
https://www.unescwa.org/portal/data
https://www.unescwa.org/portal/data
https://data.unescwa.org/
https://data.unescwa.org/
https://archive.unescwa.org/publications/technology-development-bulletin-arab-region-2019
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/escwa-data-strategy
https://www.uneca.org/
https://www.uneca.org/?q=data-and-statistics
https://www.uneca.org/?q=storys/eca-smart-africa-future-state-launch-africa-data-leadership-initiative
https://www.uneca.org/?q=storys/eca-smart-africa-future-state-launch-africa-data-leadership-initiative
https://archive.uneca.org/publications/african-governance-report-i
https://repository.uneca.org/handle/10855/23716
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The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
https://unece.org

UNECE adopted in 1992 the fundamental principles of official statistics. Its project “Statistical Data Governance Frame-

work to Achieve Data Interoperability” in a proposal stage, aims to create a data governance reference framework 

with the following outputs: (1) Establishing a data governance body inside the statistical organizations to agree on 

conceptual decisions that are necessary to get data interoperability; (2) How to structure and use the existing models 

and standards produced by the ModernStat program and by other relevant projects like SDMX and DDI as compo-

nents of this framework; (3) Core aspects that need to be covered during the phases and sub-processes described 

by the GSBPM to ensure that reliable data interoperability will be achieved by the statistical projects; and (4) Recom-

mendations about how to implement transversal platforms supporting data interoperability and being able to set up 

concept-driven integrated information systems that have shared concepts and classifications, provide common views, 

and are supported by common reusable information services, applications and tools.

Sample publications: “The role of the Australian Bureau of Statistics in Data Governance and Stewardship in Australia from a Regulatory Per-
spective”; “Machine Learning of Official Statistics”

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (UNECLAC)
www.cepal.org

UNECLAC works to contribute to the economic development of Latin America and  promote the region’s social devel-

opment, coordinating actions directed toward this end, and reinforcing economic ties among countries and with other 

nations of the world. It provides statistical data and statistical expertise for Latin America and Caribbean countries. It 

has recognized the value of open data, including for regional digital transformation and government transparency, and 

data use for better policy making.  

Sample publications: “Corporate governance and data protection in Latin America and the Caribbean”; “Creating an enabling environment for 
e-government and the protection of privacy rights in the Caribbean: A Review of data protection legislation for alignment with the GDPR”; “Har-
nessing open data to achieve development results in Latin America and the Caribbean”; “Global and regional perspectives on the integration of 
statistical and geospatial information”
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https://unece.org/
https://unece.org/statistics/FPOS
https://unece.org/statistics/FPOS
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/HLG2021_D1_ProjectProposal%20Statistical%20Data%20Governance%20Framework.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/HLG2021_D1_ProjectProposal%20Statistical%20Data%20Governance%20Framework.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/WP2_Australia_Data_governance_and_stewardship_2021_EM.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/WP2_Australia_Data_governance_and_stewardship_2021_EM.pdf
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/364106
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://www.cepal.org/en/datos-y-estadisticas
https://www.cepal.org/en/datos-y-estadisticas
https://www.cepal.org/en/node/49925
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/44629-corporate-governance-and-data-protection-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/46277-creating-enabling-environment-government-and-protection-privacy-rights-caribbean
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/60528/IDL-60528.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/60528/IDL-60528.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/47154-global-and-regional-perspectives-integration-statistical-and-geospatial
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/47154-global-and-regional-perspectives-integration-statistical-and-geospatial
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Annex  1 - Methodology   

Previous research revealed and classified several database initiatives based on organizations’ data governance mod-

els, including the Mozilla Insights Database of Alternative Data Governance Initiatives (2020), the GovLab Data Col-

laborative Explorer (2020), and the Data Stewardship Explorer by the Data Economy Lab of the Aapti Institute (2020). 

The Datasphere Initiative effort goes beyond those models to capture a broader picture of the organizations tackling 

data governance today, identifying organizations’ roles and added value within the Datasphere ecosystem. 

For this purpose, the Datasphere Initiative has taken the first step to develop a database of organizations that influence 

the data governance debate across sectors around the world. The Datasphere Governance Atlas focuses on the 

“individuals and human groups” element of the Datasphere, defined as those who generate, collect, store, process, ex-

change, make accessible or access, analyze, and use data for various purposes. Moreover, these actors are also those 

who develop norms, processes and infrastructures to support the actions and relations of the Datasphere. Distributed 

across the world, all these actors are interlinked in complex value chains, often defined by asymmetric power relations.

The organizational database development and analysis were conducted in two core phases. In the first phase, a sam-

pling method was used to identify any initiatives that have some aspect of data governance as a supporting element 

to its mission and activities. In the second phase, content analysis of the sample was used to identify in more detail the 

organizations’ activities, outcomes, and outputs as they relate to data governance. This second phase allowed for new 

initiatives to be identified in a cascading mechanism, based on the initiatives’ collaborations or partnerships. Those 

organizations were then included, analyzed and categorized.

Phase I: Sample

From August 2021 to March 2022, 220 organizations and 41 international and regional intergovernmental organiza-

tions whose websites indicated relevance to data governance were identified. Organizations with online presence that 

strive to accomplish at least one of the following objectives were included in the sample:

1.   Focus on data governance at large by documenting, researching or experimenting on emerging data governance 

models, practices, norms and experiences. Organizations that deal with various aspects of data governance, in-

cluding data licensing, data sharing and new stewardship models are found here.

2.  Enhance trust in data governance by advancing privacy, data security, and cybersecurity.

3.  Improve socio-economic development through the use of data or by advocating for data production, access and 

sharing in specific support of the SDGs or better policymaking. 

4.  Provide data repositories by offering an online location where aggregated public-interest data is kept and main-

tained in an organized way, and specific levels of access are granted to different stakeholders. 

5.  Are intergovernmental organizations that work on the topics of digital, trade, health, environment and develop-

ment, etc.

A preliminary list of organizations was created based on online research and building on the Datasphere Initiative 

team’s knowledge of the data ecosystem. The list served as a starting point for refining the sampling, executed in three 

steps. First, the Mozilla Insights Database of Alternative Data Governance Initiatives was examined, and cross-refer-

ence search was performed based on the partners and networks of both the Mozilla database and the initially iden-

tified organizations. Second, the preliminary list was gathered and reviewed, and additional initiatives were identified 
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https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/who-is-innovating-database-of-initiatives/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/who-is-innovating-database-of-initiatives/
https://datacollaboratives.org/explorer.html
https://datacollaboratives.org/explorer.html
https://datacollaboratives.org/explorer.html
https://thedataeconomylab.com/stewardship-explorer/
https://thedataeconomylab.com/stewardship-explorer/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/who-is-innovating-database-of-initiatives/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/data-futures-lab/data-for-empowerment/who-is-innovating-database-of-initiatives/
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and added to the list based on a cascading effort of identifying organizations that collaborate or are involved in any way 

with the organizations identified in the 1st step of search (for example, from reviewing the work of FAO in agriculture 

and nutrition, organizations focused on that sectors’ governance of data in agriculture and nutrition were identified). In 

the last step consultations with practitioners and Datasphere Initiative partners were conducted to identify additional 

organizations for inclusion in the sample. 

The sample was divided among intergovernmental organizations (41) and other types of organizations (governmental, 

non-governmental, private, academic/research and coalition/alliance) (220). Quantitative categorization and analysis 

(by type, objective, geographic scope, sector, outcome, activities) were conducted only on the second group of 220 

organizations. The statistical analysis is summarized in the Analysis section.

Phase II: Content Analysis 

Based on the final sample of organizations, two separate groups were created to develop categories to examine the 

debate around data governance within the selected organizations.

Organizational database  (220 organizations and initiatives)
The first group consisted of organizations that focused on data governance. Categories were developed to reveal 

similarities and/or differences among those organizations. The categories include a description of the organization, its 

objective, its nature, geographic scope, outcomes it aims to achieve, and topics it covers (see Annex 2 for complete 

list and definitions of categories). 

Geographic regions were based on the classification adopted by the World Bank. Theme categories were developed 

for concept, not frequency. Some subcategories were mutually exclusive, such as the nature of the organization (i.e. 

research entity was coded as research only), and others were overlapped, such as theme sectors and outcomes (i.e. 

one organization may focus on more than one sector, like gender and justice, health and trust). Information was gath-

ered from the organizations’ respective websites and entered into a master spreadsheet. Whenever possible, catego-

ries were transformed into dummy variables with “yes” or “no” inputs to conduct quantitative analysis. Qualitative and 

quantitative questions were asked, which allowed the team to both produce the initiatives’ descriptions and statistics 

for each category.

Intergovernmental organizations (41 international and regional organizations)
The second group consisted of a selection of intergovernmental organizations, both acting at the international and 

regional levels. Different from the first group, the aim of the selection of this group of organizations was not to include 

organizations with a dedicated mission to data and data governance, but rather understand to what extent intergovern-

mental organizations were conducting work related to data and data governance. Therefore, a different set of theme 

categories was developed to examine the extent of their participation in data governance efforts. The categories were 

also used as search terms and included data or data governance principles, working group/s, initiative/project, publi-

cations, and events. The key terms were entered into the search engine directly on the organizations’ websites or via 

search tools, and results were recorded in the database of intergovernmental organizations. In both cases, a following 

cascading website search was done manually.

Limitations

There are several limitations that may affect this first instance of the Datasphere Governance Atlas (version 2022). 

They include:

1. The sample is limited to organizations with an online presence. Only organizations with websites are included. 

Annexes

https://www.worldbank.org/en/where-we-work
https://www.worldbank.org/en/where-we-work


2.  The classification into categories of the organizational database is based on information provided by the organ-

izations themselves on their respective websites, such as what mission they seek and how their work proposes 

to impact specific populations. These assertions were not critically examined, nor their success in achieving their 

mission investigated. In an effort to get things right, the Datasphere Initiative Team sent the Atlas to all the initiatives 

where a contact was identified (e.g. general email, email of a leadership member, contact form). A week was given 

for review and input. From 217 contacts made, input from 6 organizations was received. 

3.  Most subcategories were not mutually exclusive. Many organizations are involved in more than one activity or aim 

for more than one outcome in the data governance domain. The organizational database was designed to help in 

mapping and supporting a better understanding of the current environment and provide a point of reference for 

future research. 

4.  There was a level of subjectivity associated with sampling, due to the lack of a clearly identifiable population, and 

codifying into categories, due to the conceptual approach.

5.  The search of organizations was conducted in four languages – French, English, Spanish and Portuguese – which 

ultimately limited access to results in some areas of the world. Thus, the fact that a larger number of organizations 

in some regions was not identified does not necessarily imply that there are no more organizations tackling data 

governance. It is possible that alternative key searches in local language terms will provide more results in other 

regions, especially Asia.

6.  Governmental Open Data Portals (ODP) were intentionally excluded from this database. These portals are the 

result of efforts related to access to information and government transparency. Lists of such portals may be ac-

cessed from other sources, including Wikipedia at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_open_government_data_

sites, Data Portals at https://dataportals.org/search, Data Catalogs at http://datacatalogs.org/, and Open Data In-

ception at https://opendatainception.io/. The Open Knowledge Foundation, the Global Data Barometer hosted by 

the Data 4 Development Network, and the Open Government Partnership track those efforts as well.

6.  Private organizations that are providers of data management consultancy, infrastructure services and governance tools 

were intentionally excluded. However, a few companies that – in addition to providing consultancy, infrastructures, or 

tools – also impact on any aspects of data governance policy discussions were added to the organizational database. 

1. Description
What are the core characteristics of the organization?

Purpose: to understand who the organization is in the ecosystem, how it contributes to it, and how it relates to other 

organizations.

•  Mission: what is the purpose and the overall intention of the organization?

•  Vision: what is the ideal state that the organization wishes to achieve?

•  Relevant programs/projects: what programs/projects of the organization are relevant to data or data governance?

•  Publications: what publications of the organization (e.g. blog posts, reports, white papers) are relevant to data or 

data governance?

2. Objective
What is the objective of the organization?

Purpose: to understand the organization’s objective, and thus potential core outcomes. 

•   Improve data governance: is the organization’s objective to improve data governance at large by e.g. document-

ing and researching models and processes; proposing best practices, principles or standards; and building com-

munities of practice based on common governance norms? 

Annex  2 - Categorization Criteria    
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•  Generate trust (privacy/cybersecurity): is the organization’s objective to generate trust in data governance by 

advancing privacy, and/or data security, and/or cybersecurity?

•  Socio-economic development: is the organization’s objective to improve socio-economic development through 

the use of data or by advocating for data collection and/or data sharing in support of the SDGs and better policy-

making for socio-economic development?

•  Data repositories: is the organization’s objective to provide data repositories by offering a location where aggre-

gated data is kept and maintained in an organized way?

3.  Nature
What is the legal nature of the organization?

Purpose: to understand the multistakeholder presence, the distribution.

•  Academic/research institution: is the organization affiliated with an academic or research institution?

•  Governmental institution: Is the organization part of a government organ or initiative?

•  Private organization: is the organization a private entity?

•  Non-governmental organization: is the organization a non-profit entity? 

•  Coalition/alliance: is the initiative formed by a group of organizations independently, regardless of whether the 

alliance is incorporated as a legal entity? 

4. Nationality 
What is the country where the organization’s headquarters are or, in the case of coalitions/alliances, where the secre-

tariat is located, if one exists? 

Purpose: To capture localization of organizations and potential inferences, such as knowledge, capacity, availability of 

funding, etc. 

•  Countries: Countries were identified based on organizations’ declarations on websites or, when available, its stat-

utes, administrative information, financial information, and LinkedIn pages.

5. Geographic Scope (overlapping category)

What is the geographic area that the organization intends to impact with its mission, programs, communities, or outputs?

Purpose: to capture the organization’s defined or intended geographic scope for its work impact. This classification is 

not intended to cover the organization’s nationality/physical location. This is an overlapping category; the organization 

may have a declared/intended impact in multiple regions. 

•  Global: is the organization’s defined or intended geographic scope for its work impact global? Is its scope multi-re-

gional, but the regions are not specifically defined? 

•  Regional: Is the organization’s defined or intended geographic scope for its work impact regional (the Middle East 

& North Africa - Europe & Central Asia - North America - Latin America & Caribbean - East Asia & Pacific - South 

Asia - Sub-Saharan Africa)?  

•  National: Is the organization’s defined or intended geographic scope for its work impact limited to a single country? 
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6. Activities Performed (overlapping category)

What are the types of activities that the organization engages in to fulfill its mission?

Purpose: to understand the main ways through which organizations are trying to achieve their mission. This is an over-

lapping category; organizations may develop one or many activities to fulfill their mission. 

•  Visualization: is the organization using data visualization to support its mission?

•  Research: is the organization aiming to achieve its mission through developing and publishing research by itself or 

with other organizations or by supporting other organizations to develop research?

•   Networking: is the organization providing a physical or virtual space that allows for peer-to-peer interactions 

among other organizations or individuals (including academic institutions and open dialogue spaces)?

•  Capacity building: is the organization providing activities that improve individuals’ or other organizations’ skills and 

abilities to approach data or data governance (e.g. training and purposeful knowledge sharing)?

7.  Outcomes (overlapping category)

What are the outcomes that the organization aims to produce/deliver based on available outputs and activities?

Purpose: to understand the value each organization adds to the ecosystem via a certain outcome of its activities and 

outputs. This is an overlapping category; one organization may achieve more than one outcome. 

•  Knowledge building: is the organization creating and advancing knowledge on data or data governance through 

written literature (e.g. reports, blog posts, white papers)?

•   Data aggregator/data platform: is the organization providing data to other organizations or individuals by provid-

ing access to its repositories or by aggregating other repositories, or, somehow making access to datasets better 

or easier in any way?

•  Capacity building: is the organization improving other actors’ (organizations or individuals) abilities related to data 

or data governance?

•  Community building: is the organization focusing on creating a community with stakeholders that are relevant to 

data or data governance?

•   Advocacy: is the organization focusing on producing an impact via advocacy efforts to create behavior or policy 

change?

8. Sector (overlapping category)

Is the organization focused on one or more sectors in particular?

Purpose: to understand which sectors are being purposefully or expressly covered by an organization and potential 

sectoral gaps. This is an overlapping category; one organization may focus on more than one sector. When an or-

ganization expressly declares one or multiple sectors, those are identified or tagged. When an organization does not 

declare a specific sector, the organization is classified under “Non-specific,” even when it might have (undeclared) 

sector-focused outputs.  

•  Business & consumer: has the organization tackled data or data governance to better inform business decisions 

and optimize business operations?

•  Justice: has the organization tackled data or data governance to improve any aspects of justice, from the improve-

ment of legal systems to issues of equity and fairness?  
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•  Media: has the organization tackled data or data governance in relation to the media or communication sectors? 

•  Environment: has the organization tackled data or data governance for environmental sciences, including one or 

some of the following issues: biodiversity, climate, ocean, energy, etc.?

•  Health: has the organization tackled data or data governance to improve health outcomes, including one or some 

of the following issues: patients’ data, private or public health issues, or data for medical or drugs research?

•  Gender: has the organization tackled data or data governance to reduce gender inequality issues, including gen-

der digital gap and/or to increase women’s rights or participation in democracy or professional life?

•  Indigenous rights: has the organization tackled data or data governance concerning original populations’ person-

al and non-personal data, or concerning the right of a nation to govern and control its own data?

•  Economy, development, trade & finance: has the organization tackled data or data governance to guide any 

aspects of the economy, including development, trade and finance? 

•  Food security: has the organization tackled data or data governance to support food security efforts, including 

mapping of communities and food availability?

•  Agriculture: has the organization tackled data or data governance in relation to any aspects of agriculture, at the 

theoretical or producer’s level?

•  Education: has the organization tackled data or data governance regarding educational data with various purpos-

es, including to improve the educational sector or to increase educational opportunities?

•  Transportation & mobility: has the organization tackled issues around mobility of people (e.g. migration) or 

things? Has the organization tackled data or data governance to enable better navigation and transit systems?

•  Non-specific: is the organization focused on solutions that are non-specific to any sector?  Organizations that fo-

cus on government transparency will be categorized as non-specific because their goal is transparency regarding 

all types of data coming from governmental organizations.

Annex  3 - Data Governance Lexicon    

The lexicon of data governance was generated in the process of content analysis of the organizations’ websites. This 

extensive, but non-exhaustive, list of terms provides an insight into the diversity of concepts that organizations use to 

address data governance. Proposed by coalitions, non-governmental, governmental, private, and international organi-

zations, the following terms reflect differences of conceptual perspectives and practical approaches to the discussions 

around data and data governance. The lexicon also brings to the fore the complexity of data governance, its overlaps 

with the internet, technology and cybersecurity governance, and the rights of individuals, regional communities and 

businesses. It also interacts with organizational-level data, technology and standards adoption and management. At a 

later stage, identifying commonalities among the terms may serve as a conceptual bridge to effective cross-sectoral 

discussions around data governance. While the concepts are not defined, this lexicon supports survey, research and 

future understanding of the scope of norms, principles, and laws that regulate the Datasphere.

Big data
Biometric data
Cloud data governance
Cross-border data flows
Data access
Data accountability/ies

Data agenda
Data architect(s)
Data asset(s)
Data collaboration(s)
Data collection
Data commons
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Data consumer
Data cooperatives
Data economy
Data ecosystem(s)
Data errors
Data exchange standard(s)
Data fiduciary
Data flows
Data governance
Data governance approach
Data privacy
Data procedure(s)
Data processes
Data producer
Data professional(s)
Data provenance
Data provisioning
Data quality
Data representation
Data requirement(s)
Data retention 
Data retention period(s)
Data role(s) and responsibilities
Data scope
Data security
Data sharing
Data sharing agreements
Data silos
Data sovereignty
Data standard(s)
Data steward
Data storage
Data governance council
Data governance effectiveness
Data governance framework
Data governance implementation
Data governance issue(s)
Data governance leader
Data governance office

Data governance program
Data guidelines
Data inconsistencies
Data infrastructure
Data lifecycle or data life cycle
Data literacy
Data management
Data management activities 
Data management initiatives
Data marketplace
Data model
Data modeler(s)
Data owner
Data ownership
Data policies
Data principle(s)
Data strategy
Data subject
Data understanding
Data value
Datasphere
Enterprise data model
Enterprise data modeling
Information governance
Machine-generated data
Management of data
Master data
Metadata or meta data
Open access
Open data
Openness
Reference data
Sensitive data
Social media data
Stewardship
Streaming data
Traditional data
Transactional data
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